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the  same  into  a  synod.”  The  Assembly  thereupon  erect-  l«ry  of  Ar  whole  church.  And  it  seems  to  me  to  bo  the  only  whole  Philadelphia  presbytery  their  choice,  they  will  all  be-  Rochester.  Mr.  IFisner.  In  regard  to  the  coiwtilu- 
edtbe  presbytariea  of  CeiwNtMe  and  Oneida  ;  leaving  a  tHih  of  Presbyterianism.  Otherwise  the  church  long  to  one  preabyteiy.  They  will  all  go  to  Dr.  Ely ’a  presby-  tional  difficulty  ho  would  say,  first,  that,  tho  Genaral  As- 

>9  dirided  into  •ver  to  iDAny  separate  bodies  with  no  com-  tery,  by  elective  affinity.  Dr.  Ely  admits  that  there  are  sembly  had  exorcised  the  prerofatires  of  the  lowes 

pp  286  294  ^  mon  head  to  control  them.  Has  Dr.  Green  renounced  dissensions  in  his  congregation.  If  he  and  his  church  bad  judicatories,  whenever  circumstances  rendered  it  nocosna- 

Having  constituted  these  three  Presbyteries  on  applic^  these-views?  Has  he  become  a  Congregationalist,  with  taken  as  firm  a  stand  as  some  of  the  elders  had  done,  it  is  ry  to  the  purity,  peace,  or  welfare  of  the  church.  After 
tion,^when^  the  subject  all  his  alarm  at  the  alleged  inroads  of  Congregationalism?  my  opinion,  and  the  opinion  of  others,  that  there  would  twenty  years  or  more  of  such  usage  undisputed,  it  must  be 

theVolbwin^^tnule^m.*  doctrinal  opinions  are  at  the  bottom  of  have  been  a  decided  triumph  in  favor  of  the  doctrines  of  considored  as  established  by  precedent*  What  is  to  bo 

Whereas  the  Assembly  have  this  day  determined  upon  this— when  I  solemnly  profoss  before  God,  that  1  believe  the  confession  of  faith.  Mr.  M’C,  reviewed  the  conslitu-  done  in  the  case,  if  not  what  the  complainants  request. 

an  application  from  the  every  word  and  sentence  of  the  Assembly’s  Shorter  Cat-  lional  argument,  by  leave  of  the  Assembly.  And  if  not  done  in  this  way,  it  can  never  bo  done  at  all# 

said  Dresbvterv  may  be  divided  into  three,  and  m  me  in-j  /  AftLLji  jLRiii  ji.L  .jic 

vestigalion  of  this  subject,  circumstances  were  stated  to  echism,  and  that  there  is  r.6t  a  sentence  in  it  which  1  Alter  he  had  closed,  the  Assembly  rssomerf,  that  the  par-  Unless  we  have  power  to  do ‘it,  it  never  can  be  done.  It 
exist,  which  led  the  assembly  to  judge  such  division  proper,  should  wish  to  have  char|rcd.  I  am  a  Presbyterian,  been  fully  heard,  and  that  they  should  now  be  General  Assembly  have  not  power  to  create  presbyteries, 

and  perhaps  necessary  at  this  ‘j.™®  too,  in  my  fullest  conviction,  and  mean  to  live  and  die  a  considered  as  out  of  the  house.  Some  conversation  took  then  all  the  acts  purporting  to  do  to  are  merely  void,  and 

arose,  whether  it  was  proper  for  the  Assemblv  to  inter-  ’  ,1,.  _ — =,i; j.  .  .  ‘  .. 


*  V  All  a’liWrintinn.  .n4  ti.  - - •'  onuoH,  John  tv.  Hall,  ferefor  the  purpose  of  making  such  division,  Ih*  proposol  Presbyterian.  .  ...  .  tc.o  uo.v  • —  - r  - 

ting^he  money  cJ;.rr^s  o^he  LTgXTrrn  Mierieeippi,  George  Pnts,  Dr.Andw.M’Cready,  Dr.  ilFAuIcy,  in  farther  reply  to  the  aynod,  .aid  the  ‘®rmincd  to  proceed  in  calling  the  roll  of  the  house,  as  in  once  a  dozen  members  from  thi.  fioor,  after  enjoying  it, 

dressed  .0  wJel.am  Be.xch,  "  .  «  te  be  ad  Ab^Jiam  Hagaman,  ^  l.sh  a  precedent  «h'ch  -nigh  tend  to  confus.on  «nd  _  J,  P  X  J  , 


place  respecting  the  mode  of  proceeding,  when  it  was  de-  those  piesbyteriea  were  nevgr  formed.  You  sweep  at 


"  ICT-Nosubscripiion  taken  for  a  less  time  than  one  Tomhitht"’”“^''^^  Sylvester  Ellis, 

year,  unless  paid  in  advance,  Tomhtgbte,  James  Holmes, 
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ECCLESIASTICAL  PROCEEDINGS.  Na.Ln  Mmttwkorrl’s'on: 

— ■ . .  — - .  -  - — ^ ^ — . .  a  _  .  —  Charleston  Un.A.W.  Leland,  D.  D. 

MEMBERS  OP  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  „  Gildersleeve, 

Harmony,  Uriah  Po'vers, 

Since  the  publication  of  our  last,  we  have  concluded  that  Georgia,  None, 
it  will  be  interesting  to  our  readers  to  aec  a  list  of  the  mem-  ^o^^^'-'^lnbamaW Williams,  William  Sayre, 

be™  of  the  General  Assembly.  We  therefore  copy  the  General Aseoria^io^oycZZjZt-Jervmiahiynr^^^^ 

following  from  the  Philadelphian,  with  a  few  corrections  LL.  D..  David  Smith,  D.  D.,  Seth  Bliss. 

made  from  the  roll  of  the  clerk.  General  Association  of  Connecticut — John  Codman,  D.D., 

Samuel  Osgood,  D.  D. 

r>  tAasrc!  General  Association  of  Neu>- Hampshire— Israel  W ,  Put- 

Rev.  JAMES  HOGE,  D.  D.  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  nam. 

CLERKS,  General  Convention  of  Vermont — Thomas  A  Merrill. 

Rev.  John  M’Dowell,  D.  D.  of  Elizabethtown  N.  J.,  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  CAurcA— John 
Pormanent  Clerk.  Ludlow,  D.  D. 

Rev.  Ezra  Stiles  Ely,  D.  D.  of  Philadelphia,  Stated  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church — None. 

Clerk.  General  Conference  of  Maine — J.  W.  Ellingwood. 

Rev.  Philip  C.  Hav,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  Tempo-  Evangelical  Consociation  of  Rhode  Island — Thomas  T. 
rarv  Clerk.  Waterman. 

Rev.  William  S.  Potts,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  As-  — - 

sistant  Temporary  Clerk.  COMPLAINT  OF  THE  MINORITY  OF  PHILA- 

n  I.  •  commissio.ners.  DELPHIA  PRESBYTERY. 

rrennytcneit.  ministers.  Elders, 

Undonderry,  John  R.  Adams,  To  the  Rev.  the  General  Assemblv  of  the  Presbyterian 

Nevjhuryporl  None  l^hurch  in  !he  United  States,  to  be  convened  in  Phila- 

Champlain,  ’  Frye  Bailey  Reed,  Luther  N.  Ransom,  >832,  against  the  synod  ol 

Ashbcl  Parmelee,  Hon.  Jonas  Platt,  Philadelphia  by  several  aggrieved  members  of  that 

Albany,  Eliphalet  Nott,  D.  D.  John  L.  Winne,  „  .  . 

Henry  R.  W<-.'d,  Ananias  Platl  Kcv.  P athers  and  Brethren, — You  are  aware  that  the 

Ebenezer  Cheever,  Nehemiah  Bassett,  “f.tho  last  year,  among  other  things, 

Wm.  Lockhcad,  Dr.  E.  Williams,  ,  *iesolved,  that  it  will  be  expedient,  as  soon  as  the  regu- 

Troy,  Nathan  S.  S.  Beman,  Sidney  Wells,  *®'',  be  taken,  to  divide  the  presbytery  [of  Phila- 

Alvah  Day,  .Smith  Griffith  oclphia]  in  such  a  way  as  will  be  best  calculated  to  pro- 

J.  W.  M’Cullough,  W.  M.  Bliss  Esu.  '*'®  P®“®  ministers  and  churches  belonging  tc 

Columbia,  David  Porter,  D.  D.  B.  Chapman,  the  presbytery.  ’ 

Jonathan  Cone,  F.  Sayre,  comoftx'ty  with  the  spirit  of  this  resolution,  the  sub- 

Jl'^atertown^  Dexter  Clary,  scfi'uers  in  October  last,  endeavored  to  procure  the  con* 

John  Sessions,  presbytery  of  Philadelphia,  that  the  synod  o 

St.  Ijawrence,  Thomas  Rennan,  Seth  Pomeroy,  Philadelphia  should  so  divide  the  presbytery  as  to  place 


year,  unless  paid  in  advance. 
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end  to  schism  ; _ the  Assembly  think  it  expedient  to  de-  speeches  which  had  been  mpde  on  the  other  side  were  ®  ®‘’™*  cases,  more  than  zu  yeara.  11  we  no  1 

dare  that  their  decision  in  this  case  has  been  particularly  among  the  most  cogent  reasons  for  a  division.  He  regret-  CALLING  THE  ROLL  ON  THE  DIVISION  OF  THE  PHIL-  right,  then  we  never  can  confer  any  right.  But  w*  have 


influenced  by  the  pressure  of  circumstances,  and  is  not  ,  .  •*  r  l-  »  •  *  al  <r  a 

to  be  consideVed  as  forming  a  precedent  for  future  con-  ted  the  necessity  of  his  spiaking  again,  to  throw  off  a  part 
ducu”  ef  Ifie  slanders  that  had  bsen  heaped  upon  the  petitioners 

Here  it  is  admitted  by  the  AssemWy,  that  the  only  case  j,,  house.  SVall  this  assembly  set  and  hear  us  trsdu- 

in  which  its  nower  of  actina  in  the  division  of  a  presbytery  ....  .  .  .  . 


ADELPHIA  PRESBTTERY.  the  power  to  do  every  thing  which  the  peace,  order,  and 

Afternoon.  purity  of  tho  Presbyterian  church  requires  to  be  done. 

Tho  course  of  proceeding  injudicial  cases  ia  this  j  the  Suppose  you  take  the  geographical  line  in  Market  street  j 


Matthew  Robertson,  ced  as  dishonest  men,  a.d  branded  as  heretics,  and  not  P"'*®® heard,  and  then  the  roll  is  called  to  give  you  must  enact  that  all  the  minister,  and  churches  and  chris- 

I  D-D.  18  questionable,  IS  one  in  which  the  proposal  tor  Division  ■  1.  •  .  ■  ,  a  ,  each  member  an  opportunity  of  expressing  his  sentiments  tians  on  one  side  shall  belone  to  one  nrcsbvterv.  You  sepa- 

eeve,  has  not  been  first  laid  before  the  proper  avnod.  In  the  one  voice  be  raised,  to  nterrupt  tho  flow  of  calumny  ? —  •  r  n  u  i,-  .  i.  •  1  1  r  ®“®  7*  J  ” 

’  _ _ _.  ..  .  .  .  ■'  IH  full  Of  the  SubjeCt.  It  IS  necessarily  a  work  of  memhenifromeach  other. 


case  ofthe  present  complainants  and  petdioners,  the  ques-  shall  a  large  congregation,  of  those  to  whom  we  are  ap- 
tion  of  the  division  has  been  agitated  both  in  presbytery  .  ' 


in  full  or-  the  subject.  It  is  necessarily  a  work  of  rate  ministers  from  churches,  and  members  from  each  other, 
time,  in  so  large  a  body.  And  the  case  being  one  of  p,,,  ^  of  ^  geographical  line  between  them, 


and  syniKl:  and  they  have  decided  unfavorably  to  the  per-  pointed  to  minister,  come  and  hear  us  called  heretics,  and  „,ooh  interest,  and  tho  sentiments  of  tho  members,  or  if  the  member,  live  promisculsly  on  one  side  or  the  other’, 
sons  who  feel  aggrieved.  go  away  without  hearing  one  word  to  the  contrary  ?  Are  ,  .  .  ,  ,  .■  11  me  memuera  live  promiscuously  on  one  »iui,  01  m 

- - -  ...an  - ,  the  preabytery  of  Oneida  tl^ugh  the  commit-  „„  heretic.  7  If  we  are,  the  presbytery  of  Philadelphia  H'*"’ ''‘®*s  '•>®  ®“®>  very  various,  this  ^oceeding  ex-  But  supfKise  you  get  it  all  settled.  And  aa  soon  aa  tho 

LL.  D.,  David  Smith,  D.  L.,  Seth  Bliss.  ‘«®  *>'''»  overtures,  prayed  the  Assembly  to  divide  •  I  J  3  commencing  on  Tuesday,  and  ^f  ,hing  ie  again  in  confu- 

General  Association  of  Connecticut~JohnCodman,D.D.,  'he  presbytery  into  Him;  and  their  request  was  granted,  .  l  •  ,  .  ’  ,  ^  .  closing  on  Friday,  only  a  little  incidental  business  being  g;--  There  cannot  be  two  nresbvtepes  in  a  citT  if  they 

Samuel  Osgood  D  D  and  the  presbytery  of  Geneua  constituted.— Fol. //.;>.  77  try  these  heretical  men,  and  cast  them  out,  where  they  .  .  ..  ,  r.  •  .  .1  ”,  s'o"-  1  Here  cannot  be  two  presnytenes  in  a  eny,  ii  mey 

General  AssociatiJin  of  kew-Hampshire-Urno\W.  Put-  of  f,  ,  4  ,h  P  h  t  „r  will  give  no  more  trouble.  done ‘n  he  mean  ime  Copious  notes  were  aken  of  be  separated  by  geographical  lines.  Whether 

nam.  I"  1826  the  Assembly  constituted  the  Presbytery  of  ,  *  af  ne"-'y  ‘h®  ®peecl>®» 'hat  were  made.  But  the  report-  the  constitution  of  the  church  had  reference  or  not  to  any 

Genera/  Conoenfton  of  Vermont— A  Merrill  ^^^0?’ D«roU  — PriS'jutU"™  Ko/^^/F^PP^^Tl’  y,  h  b  ^  ^  4  4  f  b  h  04^  appt®hensive  that  to  transcribe  them  even  in  the  gu,h  case,  the  common  law  of  the  church,  the  necessity 

Lu'diL  rD."-^  CAurcA-John  bytery  of  Detroit. -Printed  Minutes,  Vol.  IV.  pp.  21,  heresy  ha.  been  sounded  from  house  to  house,  and  where  condensed  form,  would  occupy  too  much  space  for  a  ofthecasoauthoriz.it.  We  have  long  sincefounddif- 

Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church — None.  If  after  the  citation  of  these  cases,  it  shall  be  urged  *  e  susp  eresy  in  t  e  ministry  a.  rm  1  single  subject.  He  hopes,  therefore,  that  no  gentleman  ferent  presbyteries  necessary  in  a  large  city.  And  if  we 

General  Conference  of  Maine— 3.  W.  Ellingwood.  afiainst  us,  still,  that  the  Assembly  has  no  power  to  divide  in,  as  a  worm  at  the  root ;  where  a  faithful  and  laborious  bp  dissatisfied  at  not  finding  his  own  remark,  so  fully  do  not  dash  the  nrosneritv  of  the  church  bv  our  unholy 

Evangelical  Consociation  of  Rh^e  Island — Thomas  T.  ftie  Presbytery  ol  Philadelphia,  and  the  Assembly  shall  ministry  every  day  in  the  year  cannot  counteract  it,  or  re-  exhibited  as  he  might  deem  it  desirable  they  should  be  j-  j  c  •  at  nra 

Waterman  decide  this  plea  against  their  jurisdiction  to  be  valid,  .u  •  »,  “  "e  '"‘g”'  <»®»'" "  <ies«r»Die  tney  snouin  oe.  proceedings,  and  if  our  cities  continue  to  grow  as  at  pre- 

. — - —  _ _  then  is  our  situation  deplorable' and  hopeless  ;  and  then,  e  impression.  cn  in  our  congregations  say  t  ey  Presbytery  or  Champlain,  Judge  P/n/£  gave  his  sent,  vre  may  ere  long  need  not  merely  two  or  three,  but 

_ _  _  the  Assembly  has  ceased  to  be Ihe  ultimate  court  of  ap-  are  not  convinced  of  our  soundness  in  the  faith,  notwitb-  ...  .  .  .  u  r  w  * _ u  ...  --j _ A««n 

COMPLAINT  OF  THE  MINORITY  OF  PHILA-  „eal.  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  We  should  be  sorry  t^  standing  they  acknowledge  they  believe  every  single  word  views  at  length,  but  we  hope  to  receive  a  sketch  of  his  re-  six  or  even  ten  presbyteries,  and  perhaps,  hereafter,  even 
DELPHIA  PRESBYTERY.  admit  that  any  matter  of  difficulty  may  exist  in  any  portion  ,  kaa  l’’  r  r  '"“''hs  from  his  own  pen.  several  synods,  in  a  single  city. 

rr,„  „  n  ,1,  o  1  >  11  1-  L  T.  1.  of  our  extended  denomination  which  may  not  properly  that  we  preac  .  And  is  this  a  situation  for  a  minister  of  ^lbanv.  Dr.  Nott  said  it  was  a  long  time  since  he  Who  can  look  at  the  procoodinga  before  you,  and  not 

To  the  Rev.  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  ynjer  the  final  correction  of  this  high  court  of  Jesus  the  gospel  ?  Can  such  a  state  of  things  continue  7  ,  ,  e.  J,  fo,  l  /„  not  wish  to 

Church  m  he  United  States  t^ojie  convened  in  Phila-  Christ.  It  has  hitherto  been  our  happiness  to  believe  that  ,  before  that  it  was  a  renroach  that  we  could  not  ^  a  »®paration  will  be  for  peace  .  I  do  not  wist,  to 

dclphia  on  the  17ih  oi  May,  1832,  against  the  synod  of  any  brother  who  suffers  wrong  may  tell  it  to  the  whole  l  ’  .  i  •  i  •  1  sembly.  This  central  presbytery  was  then  at  peace.  It  give  an  opinion  who  are  most  to  blame.  I  am  glad  I  am 

Philadelphia  by  several  aggrieved  members  of  that  church,  represented  by  her  rulers  ;  and  that  those  rulers  And  it  has  since  been  thrown  m  our  leoih  painful  to  him  now  to  find  this  body,  conlaming  so  not  called  upon  to  do  this.  But  one  or  the  other  of  theso 

K'.^a^^-ersand  Brethren,-You  are  aware  that  the  LToVe^t  TnlL'llTd*' as  all  our  fault,  if  we  could  not  pray  with  our  brethren  venerated,  and  on  parties  must  be  put  out  of  the  church,  or  they  mu.t  boU. 

general  asscrnbly  of  tho  last  year,  among  other  things,  application  for  relief!  under  our  present  disagreeable  f ‘  “  *  ®®'"®  Philadelphia,  I  divisions.  Some  be  put  where  they  can  be  at  peace. 

lar  sllns  ran*hp\\Ven  tn''4’^vr4'^‘^'th‘**’ c'pIIm"’  c'rcutnslancr .  to  you,  Rev.  fathers  and  brethren,  and  pray  O'®  was  a  weekly  prayer  meeting  of  ministers,  in  decision,  either  way,  will  rend  the  I  do  »ol  feel  an  objection  from  the  circumstance  that 

lar  steps  can  be  taken,  to  divide  the  presbytery  [of  Phila-  that  the  wisdom  of  God  may  guide  you  Japuch  a  result.  Dr.  Green’k  study.  But  I  never  had  any  invitation  to  at-  n  .  i,  1.  4  u  f  n  •  1  •.  11  this  is  the  moiher  nreKhvionr  1  resnect  the  members  of 

dclphia]  in  such  a  way  as  will  be  best  calculated  to  pro-  as  shall  be  lor  the  edification  of  that  sAal  temple  of  ,end  In  process  of  lime  some  brethren  sot  up  a  new  B”' he  had  no  such  fears.  Decide  it  as  you  will,  ths  is  the  mother  presbytery.  I  respect  the  member  of 

mote  the  peace  of  the  ministers  and  churches  belonging  to  ,^i,|ch  Jesus  Christ  is  the  precious,  triedNPier  stone.  P  ?  ’  “f®""®"  "P  »  synod  he  represented  in  part  will  stand  by  you.  this  presbytery,  but  do  not  understand  how  it  should  be 

In''conf^rmTtv  with  the  snirli  uf  .hi.  re  1  .  i.  K  and  communed  loge-  ^  immunities  on  account  of  its  age. 

In  conformity  With  the  spirit  of  this  resolution,  the  sub-  £7rx  Stiles  Ely,  Albert  Barnes,  1  tXJ  ther,  we  were  led  to  look  into  our  own  hearts,  and  to  feel  ,  ,  ,  .  .  u  jjt  •  i  *•  .  i»  ;«  i™.  Ka  nAarp  But  1  am 

scfiuers  1.1  October  last  endeavored  to  procure  the  con-  j*mes  Pattzrson,  William  Bacon,  „ecd  of  spiritual  blessings  for  which  we  humbled  our-  ‘"•®“’''®">  "''’”8’'  ‘*‘'^“""8  «°'«®"l>at  m  sentiment.  It  is  said  purity  is  to  be  prefeired  to  peace.  But  am 

*^®.  P'®sbytery  of  Philadelphia,  that  the  synod  of  Thomas  H.  Skinner,  S.  R.  Bertron,  !=  l  It  is  a  good  rule,  if  we  cannot  live  in  peace,  let  us  sepa-  sure  purity  is  not  obtained  in  the  church  by  quarreling.  If 

Philadelphia  should  so  divide  the  presbytery  as  to  place  Jo„n  L.  Grant.  Geo.  Chandler.  f  r  *®'™.  '^«®‘*  ''®f"''®  G®**'  ^e  felt  for  the  situation  _  ,,  .  .  ^e  divided  into 


JVaterlown, 


George  Freeman, 

Job  H.  Martin,  Edward  Vernon, 
Erasfiis  N.  Nichols,  Ira  Hills, 

Aaron  Garrison, 


^•’■d,  Ananias  Platt,  ’  ^  as.cmbirof  ”ho‘^ir3^veI°“am'^^nroXer''jhl^^^^  ‘'i®  r  “’®'®‘°r®>  Sir,  it  is  not  our  fault.  When  I  came  to  1 

leever,  Nehemiah  Bassett,  r,  „  ,  “'-®'J‘”'y.  ®' °  7®®'.  ^mong  other  things,  last  appheal ion  for  relief,  under  our  present  disagreeable  1 ,  ’  ,  .  ,, 

lad,  Dr.  E.  Williams,  Resolved,  that  it  will  be  expedient,  as  soon  as  the  regu-  circumstance,  to  you,  Rev.  fathers  and  brethren,  Ind  prav  ''®»'-<l  “'e'®  ®  vreekly  prayer  meeting  ol 

1  ..  I  lar  Rtens  can  he  taken  *n  4ivi4e  the  nrecL-.t.....  r«r  Dl:u_  .....  4.  .  .  .  ?  *  I  c _ .j  «  .  w _ j _ • 


Otsego, 

Chenango, 

Delaieare, 

Cortland, 

Onondaga, 


Noah  Coe, 

Alex.  M.  Cowan,  David  H.  Little, 
Horace  P.  Bogne, 

Seth  Burt, 

William  Fisher,  Herman  D.  Gould. 
Samuel  T.  Mills, 

Erastus  H.  Adams,  Abel  Cadwell, 

J.  W.  Adams,  Charles  D.  Smith, 
M.L.R.Perrine,D.D.  William  Brown, 
Josiah  Hopkins,  James  M’Chain, 
Jas.  Richards,  D.  D. 

Peter  Lockwood,  Oliver  Ely, 


sent  of  the  presbytery  of  Philadelphia,  that  the  synod  of  Thomas  H.  Skinner,  S. 

Philadelphia  should  so  divide  the  presbytery  as  to  place  John  L.  Grant  Ge 

those  ministers  together  in  each  presbytery,  who  can  a.  H.  Daehiell’  Joi 

cordially,  from  similarity  of  sentiments  on  church  policy,  Jo  an  W.  Scott  '  Th 

co-operate  with  each  other  in  the  great  work  of  building  Thomas’ Eustace, 

“'’o  :  .he  . . .  Philadelphia,  April  30.h,  1832, 


Albert  Barnes, 
William  Bacon, 

S.  R.  Bertron, 
Geo.  Chandler, 
John  Smith, 
Thomas  McAdlev. 


,;ji  ’  j  -jii-  J  fate.  We  look  upon  these  men  as  our  fathers  and  breth-  we  go  on  in  this  way,  we  shall  by  and  by  be  divided  into 

1  -i  congregations,  and  appointed  public  meetings,  de-  of  peace  but  to  remove  this  a  set  of  Arminians  and  Anlinomians.  For  my  part  I  re- 

I  signing  I  at  t  ey  B  ou  o  e  wee  y,  rom  c  urc  to  contention.  There  is  a  mighty  moral  desolation  gard  one  as  bad  as  the  other.  Do  not  suppose  we  have 

c  urc  ,  an  t  at  as  many  o  t  e  ret  ren  as  possi  e  ^  multitude  of  sinners  are  perishing,  and  we  either  in  the  church  at  present.  But  these  things  natural- 


David  S.  Morse,  Eleazer  Dana, 

Geneva,  Chauneev  Eddy,  Enoch  Wing, 

Robert  W.  Hill, 

Ansel  D.  Eddy, 

Bath,  George  R.  Rudd,  J.  Van  Valkenburgh 

B.  Foster  Pratl, 

Angelica,  Moses  Hunter, 

Ontario,  Silas  C.  Brown, 

John  B.  Whittlesey, 

Rochester,  Alfred  E.  Campbell,  I^evi  Ward,  Jr. 

'  WiHiam  Wfcmer, 

Oenesee,  Gilbert  Crawford,  John  Monger, 

Isaac  Oakes,  Peter  Campbell, 

Niagara,  Andrew  Rawson, 

Buffalo,  Isaac  Jones,  Wm.  F.  Winchell, 

RIackleach  B.  Gray,  Dr.  Daniel  Bumsey, 

Timothy  Stillman, 

Hudson,  Ch.  Cummins,  D.  D.  Cyrus  Lyon, 
Andrew  Tliompson, 

North  River,  Benjamin  F.  Wile,  Dr.  C.  Canfield, 

James  H.  Thomas, 

Bedford,  Stephen  Saunders,  Samuel  Brewster, 

James  H.  Purdy, 

Long  Island,  William  Fuller,  Wm.  A.  Cook, 

Ezra  King, 

Neie  York,  G.  Spring,  D.  D.  Moses  Allen, 

W.W.Phillips,  D. D.  Cvrenius  Beers, 
John  M.  Krcb^,  Wni.  Sterling, 

Neu)  York,  2<i,Jos.  M’Elroy,  D.  D.  Wm.  Wallace, 


Angelica, 

Ontario, 

Rochester, 


Niagara, 

Buffalo, 


Our  oiiiiosinp  brethren  in  the  nrerhei  .h  »  ■■■lauciifi.ia,  riprii  oviii,  loee.  -  -  ajutj  arouno,  ano  a  muililuac  01  Sinners  are  pcrisning,  ana  we  eiiner  m  me  cRuren  ai  proseui.  uui.  mceo  ..e.e.e.- 

David  H  fitile  constitute  a  n  a^rity,  could  not  be  persuaded  t<ragree°to  ’*’*'®  ®”^’j®®‘  '*>e  foregoing  complaint  and  petition  should  attend  and  take  a  part  in  them.  And  the  Lot d  havejio  strength  to  spare  for  contentions  among  ministers,  ly  drive  men  to  extremes.  And  these  good  brethren, 

»  any  division  but  one  which  should  be  made  bv  geogra-  “"IV  half  P®®'  on®  o',  blessed  u.  in  it.  Our  churches  were  filled  on  these  occa-  forbearance  and  forgiveness.  Let  us  while  striving  against  Arminianism,  will  braco  hard  up,  till 

phical  lines.  Hence,  on  the  19th  day  of  October  1831,  ®  ock,  the  .^sembly  adjourned,  to  meet  at  half  past  three  ihe  Spirit  of  God  was  poured  out,  and  we  be-  ,  .  /  ...  .  ,, 

„  n  r-  IJ  thev  adoDled  the  followinv  minute  viv  -  f>  i  o’clock,  P.M.  ’  ...  .  .  .  l  j  apply  the  remedy  in  this  case,  m  the  wisest  and  mildest  they  get  so  straight  as  t#  lean  the  other  w ay . 

Herman  D.  Gould,  wru  ^  ‘  minute,  viz  .  _  inquiry,  “  What  must  we  do  to  be  saved  ?”  ...  ,«;ii  mii  th«m  *o  far  anart 

‘‘Whereas  this  presbytery  has  increased  in  numbers,  *  at  ui  k^i  l*  ,1  ,4  f  •  41  •  •  manner  possible.  I*  these  brethren  will  fight,  let  us  pul  inem  so  lar  apan, 

AbelCadwell,  >' embraces  at  present  more  members  than  any  other  PROCEEDINGS  op  the  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY.  After  a  while  we  »  »®fy  m  and  rien  y  invitation  Mr  BemaB  gave  it  as  his  deliberate  opinion  that  that  they  will  strike  the  air,  and  not  hurt  one  another.  I 

Charles  D.  Smith,  'b®  bounds  of  the  church  to  which  we  belong ;  and  from  our  brethren  at  the  other  meeting,  to  unite  with  them  i  "OT.  -^f*  ■“  8  •  u  do  not  believe  our  church  is  so  much  divided  in  heart  aa 

William  Brown,  considering  moreover,  that  the  district  of  country  over  TUESDAY  MORNING,  May  22.  ^  yij  „„cise  ;  and  we  cheerfully  and  gladly  ‘'>®  ®®'®  f^^'j  ‘>®f°'®  “'®  “'®  ''PPl'®''^'®'' ^  tendency  to  extremes 

James  M’Chain,  *'"®''  ‘'’®  pf®sbytcry  extends,  is  so  large,  that  the  attend-  After  Dr.  Green  had  concluded,  in  behalf  of  the  synod,  ,._„iied  The  arrangement  was  that  notice  should  be  ^an'it'ly  ‘be  same  case  that  came  before  the  synod,  and  that  ‘bero  is  an  evident  tendency  to  exlrem 

ance  of  Its  members  IS  rendered  both  expensive  and  diffi-  j  j  j  l  l  i  •  l  .  complied,  ine  arrangement  was,  that  notice  should  be  ,  A...mLiu  A.  i.wla.c  in  this  .->»  wn  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  put  these  polemical  brethren 

Oliver  Ely  C"'*,  therefore,  ‘be  Moderator  decided,  that  the  complainants  bad  a  righ|t  ,„d  that  as  many  a.  could  should  ®‘""®  bef®'®  ‘b®  Iasi  Assembly.  Asjudges  m  this  case  wo  i  should  sav  the  evidence  of  this  necessity 

Eleazer  I3ana,  Tbat  an  application  be  made  to  the  synod  to  reply  to  the  arguments  of  the  respondents,  but  if  th«y  attend.  It  was  done  accordingly,  but  how  was  it  done  ?  why  ought  to  let  our  decision  be  effectual.  In  the  kindest  way,  ^  ^  ^  fiayo  no 

Enoch  Wing,  of  Philadelphia  at  its  next  meeting,  to  divide  this  presby.  introduced  new  matter,  it  would  be  the  right  of  the  synoal  oneof  them  nave  notice  of  the  moetiniz  in  his  nulpit  and  said  but  it  ought  to  be  done.  According  to  their  own  shewing,  came  most  strongly  from  the  syn^  itse  f.  W 

•  .  tery,  80  that  out  of  It,  two  presbyteries  may  be  formed  of  ...  ‘  ^  one  ot  them  gave  noticed  the  meeting  in  ms  puipii,  ana  saia  ^  ,1...  r^ntnr^m  oiip  interfer#  sympathies  with  the  disputes  of  Philadelphia.  But  we  do 

members  «i  nearly  equal  In  each,  a.  convenience  will  ®®J“‘"'  he  should  attend,  for  ho  had  no  objection  to  pray  with  ‘b®  presbytery  are  in  a  stale  that  requires  our  m terfer-  J  Philadelphia 

J.  Van  Valkenburgh,  P®rinit,  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  the  last  Gen-  Dr.  £/y,  one  of  tho  complainants,  said  he  had  not  in-  heretics.  And  it  was  at  the  second  meeting,  in  Mr.  He  vvoold  not  criminate  either.  He  was  glad  he  7  P  .wi  i  ,l  ,  •  ^  ’4  4  m 

"Re1Xe4“^’  Th.i  in  ih  .4  I  I  .K  L  .  ^  *>“'  ‘‘‘'"8*  ‘’*®'’  Winchester’s  church,  that  the  seen,  took  place  which  ha.  ®°“'‘»  •'“<»  ®'®"  ‘b®  qu^fion,  which  was  most  to  I‘  »  not  the  General  As.eiAly  that  i.  divided.  Many 

therostconvenbman^^^^^^^^  which  required  explanation,  and  he  b.gged  to  be  heard  pa-  been  mentioned  before,  that  Mr.  M’C  alia  walked  out  of  blame.  It  was  the  right  of  the  Asaembly  to  gegnt  the  do  not  distmguish,  who  reafiy  think  the  Presbyterian 

made  by  Market  or  High  «reet,  in  the  city  of  thilidel-  tiently.  He  had  ever  lived  in  all  good  fellowship  with  his  the  house  because  Mr.  Barnes  was  in  the  pulpit.  P'‘‘7®f  of  ‘b®  petitioners,  fully  sustained  by  precedents.  Church  is  divided  and  torn  into  warring  parties  ;  where- 

I^evi  Ward,  Jr.  pb'*!  ‘be  same  being  considered  as  extended  east  and  brethren,  and  had  never  been  involved  in  a  personal  con-  gince  that  time  our  meetings  have  continued  as  thev  '*’b®  ‘>ec>*on»  of  Assembly  always  go  to  the  ultimatum  of  as  m  fact  it  is  all  fifom  a  few  men,  who  fsel  too  much  of  a 

JohnMunver  re*cWh^nZiV/d‘‘oHhe  Lmh^‘l?e  o?"thnrorl«^^^  There  could  by  „u„clves.  And  God  ha.  blessed  us,  and  grant-  -‘b®  c-^®-  The  only  effectual  remedy  in  the  case  is  in  our  pugnacious  spirit. 

Peter  Campbell  dividing  line,  wiih  ihcir  ciders,  constitute  after  the  division,  be  no  question  that  it  arose  out  of  the  translation  of  Mr.  ed  us,  what  you  do  not  see  indeed  in  our  presbyterial  bauds.  W'henever  »«  extreme  case  occura  again,  let  us  It  is  manliest  from  the  remarks  of  those  who  have  repre- 

’  *’*  thefrst  presbytery  of  PhU~  Rames  to  the  first  church.  repo,,^  for  it  i,  not  deemed  expedient  to  send  up  such  *8*'"-  '  ''®'°"  '*  '’®  ''®''y  ‘b® 

Dr^brni^BSv  T^e^subscrihers,  your  complainants,  judging  that  such  '*’b®  R®'’-  fa‘be>-,  ‘‘ho  had  just  sal  down,  both  spoke  and  things’to  tfii.  General  Assembly.  But  you  can  see  it  else-  ^r.  M  CuUough.  It  has  been  said  that  the  majority  us  to  go  ai^y  and  leave  the  petitioners  in  their  present 
a  division  as  this  would  not  be  calculated  at  all  to  promote  voted  in  synod  against  the  proceedings  which  he  was  now  where.  onght  to  rule*  But  he  apprehended  there  was  a  dififer-  situation.  We  are  bound  to  take  it  for  granted  that  the 

Cyrus  Lyon,  ‘b®  Ppl®®  ,?f  ,'b®  ministers  and  churches  concerned,  and  defending,  and  even  remonstrated  with  his  friends  upon  their  Inmiirv  has  been  made  into  the  reasons  for  the  char..  ®nce  between  the  republicanism  of  tho  U.  &  and  tho  re-  vi*  ws  of  those  who  are  employed  to  represent  the  synod, 

D.o.c-.«.  ......  .ro--  u  ,1,  u>.  .TTp,,..,...  wh..  . 


besought  the  Rev.  synod  of  Philadelphia,  that  the  2d  instinctive  depravity,  we  ministers  sometimes  show  it.  I  men  ue  no  longer  here.  And  when  I  think  of  it,  I  am 
crn&hVL^v!'Rtt&^^^^^  showed  itmyselfyesterday  in  laughing  at  things  said  on  reminded  of  ancient  cas'es.  lam  reminded  of  Al’leine, 

lAiitnrt  wuitam  fuller  wm  a  ajook  Hoover,  Eustace,  Scott,  Dashiell,  John  Smith,  and  Ba-  this  flooK,  which  if  we  consider  their  connection  and  cir-  the  author  of  the  “  Alarm,”  who  died  under  the  oppros-  .  l  j  •  ji  •  .u  .  ii  wouia  noi  m  more  lor  near*  mr  mvnfui  tn  4^  i> 

^  ’  Ezra  Kine  ’  •  •  i  resided  on  the  south  side  of  Market,  together  cumstances,  might  make  angels  weep.  jfo_g  hi,  brethren  at  36  years  of  age.  Ho  was  not  *^®7  bad  ascertained  by  strict  examination  that  ..  ^  ^  ’ 

New  York,  G.  Spring,’  D.  D.  Moses  Allen,  with  the  Rev  Messm.  Patterson,  Sanfmd  Belville,  Boyd,  ii  j,  ,aid  that  we  presented  names  for  the  new  presby-  ,lain  nor  put  to  death’by  violet  hands,  but  his  heart  was  b'®  view®  accorded  with  the  ruling  powers.  A  division  in  Will  it  make  peace,  if  we  take  it  perforce  out  of  their 

W.W.Phillip«,D.D.  Cvrenius  Beers,  ’f"?  iliil  this  case  would  go  to  secure  to  ministers  the  respect  that  I  b®"**®^  I  believo  it  would  make  ten  wounds  where  it 

John  M.  Krebs  Wm.  Sterling,  Iron  Nassau,  Moore,  Andrews,  and  Forbes,  vvho  resided  ‘"y*  ®°"*®"  •  “  ’*  *®“®  Boyd  and  broke.  Christians  not  as  uoliticians  scrambling  for  ®"®-  ""“‘d  >e‘  ‘bi®  pruibytery  form  four 

New  York,  2d,Jos.  M’Elrov,  D.  D.  Wm.  Wallace,  on  the  north  side,  or  e/sewhere  :  and  that  the  1st  preshy-  Mr.  Steel  were  not  consulted,  and  did  object  before  the  Sir,  we  are  not  heretics.  And  this  General  Assembly  >»  'b®"  d"®.  a®  Christians,  not  as  jioliticians  scrambling  „byterie.,  and  let  them  come  together  according  to 

mX  pS,  D."t  d.  T.ff.1:  ^  .....d,  ,1,..  .h«,id_ b.  d,..d.d.  I.  ..  Ih...  p.-..,  h, ........  ,h,.  '  ?r;.  ’  Jd  .....  *'•  “  p..h.,.,h  di  a,.j.di. 


nisters  sometimes  show  ,t.  I  men  are  no  longer  here.  And  when  I  think  of  it,  I  am  would  be  said,  if  a  Hi‘ical  party  that  had  the  ascendimcy  behoved  tM. 

,  in  laughing  at  things  said  on  reminded  of  ancient  cases.  lam  reminded  of  Alleine,  -“P®®"®"*  a  line  around  tho  city,  and  allow 

der  their  connection  and  cir-  the  author  of  the  «  Alarm,”  who  died  under  the  oppros-  "O  one  to  com.  to  reside  or  transact  business  within  the 

„pU  ween  /-  u-  u  .L  .  aa  r  11..  .  citYt  Until  they  had  ascertained  by  strict  examination  that  '‘  would  not  be  more  for  peace  for  synod  to  do  it. 


Newark,  Philip  C.  Hay,  Joseph  Chandler, 

Peter  Knnouse,  Obadiali  Woodruff, 

Baxter  Dickinson, 

Elisabethtown,  David  Magic,  Joseph  Cowell, 

Joseph  M.  Ogden, 

N.  Brunswiek,A.  Alexander,  D.  D.  David  W.  Vail, 

Eli  F.  Cooley,  Samuel  M’Nair, 
Peter  O.  Stiiddiford,  Samuel  Bayard, 
Newton,  Joseph  L.  Shafer,  John  C.  Roy, 

Benj.  J.  Lowe,  Lefferl  Haughawoiif, 

Susquehanna,  Adam  Miller,  William  Jessup, 

Lyman  Richardson,  Geo.  A.  Perkins, 
Philadelphia,  A.  Green,  D.  D.  James  Stuart, 

Wm.  M.  Engles,  Adam  Johnston, 

Wm.  L.  M’Calla,  David  Roe, 

Robert  Steel,  Charles  Woodward, 

Joshua  T.  Bussell,  Wm.  Agnew, 
iVew  Castle,  Sam’l.  Martin,  D.  D.  Matthew  Stanley, 
Orson  Douglass,  J.vmes  Patterson, 

J.  N.  C.  Grier,  J.  W.  Cunningham, 
Leteei,  Alex.  Campbell,  James  A.  Collins, 

Baltimore,  Geo.  W.  Musgravo,  Dr.  Samuel  Annan, 
John  Breckinridge,  George  Morris, 
Diet,  of  Co/utn. Reuben  Post,  Thomas  Vowell, 

Carlisle,  Henry  B.  Wilson,  David  Mitchell, 

,Alex.  M’Farland,  John  Kennedy, 

James  Williams,  John  M’Clure, 
Huntington,  John  Coulter,  John  G.  Lowry, 

William  Annon,  Ephraim  Banks, 
Northumberfd, Joseph  Painter,  Robert  M’Coy, 

John  H.  Grier,  Andrew  Fetgiisun, 

Alleghanri,  John  Moore,  Joseph  Morrison, 


Alleghany,  .  -  , , 

Erie,  Absalom  M’Cready,  John  Reynolds, 

Thomas  Anderson, 

Hartford,  James  Wright,  John  Clarke, 

C.  Vallandingham,  James  Adair, 
Redstone,  Robert  Johnston,  John  K.  Duncan, 

Steubenville,  Charles  C.  Beatty,  Edward  Vanhorn, 
Jacob  Cnzad,  John  Lyle, 

IVashington,  John  M’Clusky,  Reddick  M’Kee, 

James  Harvey,  James  M’Ferraii, 

Ohio,  Moses  Allen,  John  Herrioll, 

Thomas  D.  Baird,  John  Scoll, 

William  Jeffery,  Benj.  Williams, 

Rlairsville,  W alsori  Hughes,  Robert  Rainey, 

Detroit,  Charles  G.  Clark,  Wolcott  Lawrence, 

Erie  Prince,  Oliver  Johnson, 

Portage,  Caleb  Pitkin,  Woolscy  Wells, 

Ansel  H.  Clark, 

Huron,  E.  P.  Salmon,  James  Hamilton, 

Xenophon  Betjffi  Dr.  H.  Conant, 

Trumbull,  Ozias  S.  EellsW  Isaac  Woodford, 

Columbus,  Janies  Hoge,  M.  D. 

C.alvin  N.  Ransom, 

Richland,  Robert  Lee,  Joseph  M’Combs, 

James  Rowland, 

Cleavcland,  JoelTalcot,  Wm.  Adams, 

Stephen  Peet, 

Chillicothe,  James  H.  Dickey, 

iMncaster,  James  Culbertson,  Matthew  Gillespie, 
Atluns,  Francis  Bartlett, 

Luther  G.  Bingham, 

Cincinnati,  And’w.  S.  Morrison,  Noah  Cory, 

James  Gallaher,  D.  W.  Fairbank, 

^  Franklin  Y.  Vail,  Jonathan  Young, 

Klrford,  Adrian  Aten,  Charles  H.  Spinning 

W  Archibald  Craig,  Wm.D.  Craig, 

MSalem,  Leander  Cohb, 

MAIatUson,  John  M.  Dickey,  Moses  H.  Wilder, 
^Vincenries,  None. 

Crawfartlsville, Martin  M.  Post, 

Sangamon,  Aratus  Kent,  John  ’Tilson, 

Kaskaskia,  John  Matthews,  James  M’Clung, 
Indianapolis,  Eliphalet  Kent, 

Illinois,  Henry  Herrick,  H.  H,  Snow, 

Missouri,  Hiram  Chamberlain, 

St.  Ijouis,  Wm.  S.  Potts, 

St.  Charles,  Geo.  E.  Boswell, 

lytuisville,  Archibald  Cameron,  John  Bemiss, 
Muhlenburg,  Robt.  A.  Lapsley,  Fayette  Posey, 
Transylvania,  James  C.  Barnes,  R.  B.  M’Afee, 
Joseph  Huber, 

W.  Lexingfoii,Robcrt  Stuart,  John  M.  C.  Irwin, 
James  Blvlhe,  D.  D.  R.  J.  Breckinridge, 


Joseph  M’Combs, 


Dr  P  C  Taunen  Williamson,  C.  Williamson,  Hoff,  Lawrence,  Parker,  agreed,  item.  con.  that  presbytery  should  be  divided.  It  only  relief  and  protection  in  their  power,  by  granting  this  "3  through  all  the  iudi- 

Joiieph  Chandler,  ’  Janvier.  Parvin,  James  Smith,  M’Calla,  Winchester,  was  the  mind  of  presbytery  that  the  two  should  be  as  near-  division.  Justice  to  us  requires  iU  The '^ause  of  roli-  ry  that  it  ought  to  be  divided,  and  ho  presumed  every  ,he  church,  rather  than  this  ^semblv  should 

ni>94i9li  Wiaidriiff  Grier,  Hughes,  M  Luenn,  Harned,  and  Ramsey.  Iv  eniial  as  nosaihla  This  had  never  hsen  xw«  •  ol  i.j.i^l:.  'TL-r /fe  ili.  .l-.,  member  was  convinced  of  the  same,  by  the  abundant  evi-  .  .  .  3 

Obadiali  Woodrun,  ^  ly  equal  as  possible.  1  his  had  never  been  our  wish.  We  pon  in  Philadelphia  requires  it.  That  ^n  this  way  they  ’  f  makina  a  division  ’"''ich  these  brethren  are  seeking 

Joseph  Cowell  tery  25  ministers ;  and  in  our  judgment,  would  have  pro-  did  not  desire  to  cut  down  the  mother  presbytery.  The  should  express  their  confidence  in  us  as  true  ministers  of  ■  •  r  ii  K  ^  *  I  '®^'®^*  — 

’  moted  the  ueace  contemplated  in  the  resolution  of  the  geographical  line  was  also  determined  on.  We  opposed  Jesus  Christ.  I  would  rather  suffer  all  the  evils  of  my  not  territorial,  but  such  as  will  satisfy  all  tho  parties.  And  He  did  not  however  see  the  necessity  of  having  a  pres- 

David  W.  Vail,  ®®"17' ^J.rw!rh  ,l!o«  who  r„„T„'hlM  ^®®*  ®0'"P'0'ni»e.  The  line  left  Messrs.  pa,i  life,  and  have  them  come  over  again  in  their  succes-  '*®“®  «  *«>  “  I*®  ‘*“"*.‘*7  “>«  Assembly  itself.- 

Samuel  Bafard’  '‘"e  dcmarcalioii ;  and  with  this  we  should*  have^been  B°7<*  and  Steel  on  Ihe  other  side.  It  was  projicsed  that  sion,  than  endure  what  I  have  endured  the  last  18  months  Where  do  you  find  m  the  constitution  a  power  of  com-  brethren  love  one  another  as  well  as  now,  if  separated 

JohnC.  R^,  ’  satisfied  ;  even  while  it  required  us  to  relinquish  an  asso-  the  line  should  be  so  varied,  as  to  transfer  Messrs.  Barnes,  from  this  unhappy  difficulty.  If  we  are  held  where  we  manding  the  synod  to  do  an  act?  by  presbyterial  lines.  The  synod  of  Ulster  and  tho  pres- 

W.?itm”je"fur“''’’  havXeTformed"b““the  unanfmous”  jn“nt  "n’tt  ?ea*st!  J?,  "'"I  ’  ''htTr.T,  Ue  a^cordi’nl^l  The"  views' of*  me^r.  "“"j®®‘ 

Geo  A  Perkin’s  seventeen  ministers  to  be  united  together  in  a  new  presby-  e'®  “> '*”®-  And  we  left  the  o.hcrs  just  as  the  presbytery  Will  membership  in  tho  mother  presbytery  prevent  it?  ought  to  take  place,  according  t  he  p  s  cfoctive  affinity.  I  think  I  know  something  about 

James  Stuart,  ’  ‘*7-  ,  .  P'a®®^ ‘hem,  and  had  no  reason  to  suppose  they  would  sir,  who  superintends  my  sermons  7  Sir,  this  presbytery  “Peah®'®-  He  could  apprehend  no  evils  from  such  a  course,  j 

Ada^J-’h^o".  ,  JTZhe  object  to  it.  This  expl.-iins  the  application  to  synod.  But  fe„a,t.s  these  things  are  not  true.  Otherwise  they  would  He  would  go  farther,  and  say  that  he  apprehended  great  nothing  like  it  in  that  country.  And  if  the  aynod  of  Ulster 

Chalkier  Woodward,  ''near  divi.sion,  on  the  29th  day  of  October  last,  adopted  after  these  men  had  expressed  their  unwillingness  to  be-  try  us,  and  cast  us  out.  80‘><‘  ‘‘om  it  to  all  parties  concerned.  He  would  go  lar-  p„,bytcrieg  by  elective  affinity,  all  lean  say  is, 

Wm.  Aanew,  the  following  minute,  viz:  long  to  the  new  presbytery,  it  would  be  wrong  for  us  to  in-  It  is  said  tjie  applicants  for  this  new  presbytery  are  at-  ther  still.  He  believed  this  good  would  come  very  soon,  (hm  Jt  jg  jn  Irish  mode  of  doing  business,  and  may  suit 

Jam«  PatTson  ’  sta.eJ  mmingl  rcsorv^Tjlrcomplfan^^^^^^^  5‘ecisron  application  to  General  Assembly.  .gehed  to  each  other.  We  are  attached  to  each  other.  This  very  Assembly  could  not  rise,  l^fiire  the  beneficial  foj  .he  people. 

J  W.  Cunningham,  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  recommend  a  division  of  In  regard  to  my  proposition  to  compromise,  by  setting  We  feel  alike;  we  labor  together,  wo  pray  together,  wo  will  appear,  so  far  as  thn  pres  y  ery  is  concerne  .  My  only  difference  with  my  brethren  who  have  preceded 

James  A.  Collins,  ^  said  presbytery  by  a  geographical  line  ;  and,  whereas,  the  off  Mr.  Barnes  and  the  first  church  alone  to  tho  new  body,  together,  and  who  under  tho  sun  ought  to  be  at-  Chenango,  Mr.  5ogue  said  the  question  was  made  me  is  respecting  this  elective  affinity  scheme* 

BcofrMorn""'"’  ra’rT^anlo^en.rr.ve  "eJi.tderild^  dividf  tT  '*  "  ‘®"®  G®®®"  ‘®  “'at  Mr.  .ached,  if  we  are  not.  I  thank  God  we  have  sixteen  or  “>»  “®"’®nd®”a-  I‘  ah®”'''  b®  approached  in  the  kindest  j,  fo  ^  metaphysical  quibble,  or  a  misunderstanding 

Thomas  Vowel!,  presbytery  upon  otiier  principles  ;  and,  whereas  it  appears  Barnes,  to  my  gi eat  pain,  declined  it.  He  did  it,  however,  seventeen  who  can  walk  together  as  brethren  indeed.  ®P‘®‘®'  The  General  Assembly  has  the  power  to  supcrin-  that  separates  the  old  school  and  new  school,  but  it  is  a 

David  Miicheil,’  ‘'''®  synod,  that  it  will  best  subserve  the  purity  and  from  the  most  benevolent  motives.  He  said  he  would  not  And  now  we  ask  you  if  you  think  us  lit  to  preach  Ihegos-  ‘®'*‘’  ®*’®  c®"®®™®  ®*^  **'*  *'‘®'®  H  “  "®‘  "e®®®-  difference  of  opinion  on  points  of  vast,  of  vital  importance. 

J^KnM’Cut’’’  pre^hyeTThaT^S  go  alone,  he  would  not  desert  his  brethren,  and  he  deliver-  pel,  and  if  you  think  Ihe  impediments  ought  to  bo  removed  It  is  in  vain  .0  think  of  peace  and  love  under  such  rnreum- 

John  G.  Lowry,  vided  stale,  until  the  members  of  it,  can  harmonize  in  a  ®J  at  their  expense.  out  of  our  way,  that  we  may  minister  in  peace  7  Or  ‘*"®®  a®®*®  ‘®  7®“  or  er  y,  in  a  o  I  .  y  stances.  If  I  see  you  are  about  to  rifle  the  church  of  her 

Ephraim  Banks,  geosraphical  division,  it  is  therefore,  He  denied,  in  toto,  that  it  was  necessary  to  consult  con-  ought  we  to  be  tried  for  heresy  7  One  thing  is  certain  we  "P®"  7®“  ‘‘®'"  7®ar  ‘o  7®*'-  And  now  you  ought  to  dearest  treasure,  the  truth  of  God,  it  is  idle  to  talk  of 

Andrew^SLn,  the  feZtmtnJZLn  TXe^\ZrGlt\V\ZlIfl\7,7<>t^^^^^^  ’  ®*‘‘®''®  “'®"'-  „  Pea®®  ”*‘'1 7®"  withdraw  your  hand  from  the  sacred  de- 

Joseph  Morrison,  believing  that  it  has  originated  in  a  misappiehension  of  presbyteries,  or  that  it  was  usual  to  do  so.  Vet  if  they  2f  it  is  asked  what  is  the  hindrance  now  to  your  minis-  Cortland,  Mr.  Mills,  The  granting  ot  c  pci-  posit.  The  brethren  of  the  synod,  I  suppose,  want  to 
,  John  Reynolds,  ‘h®  'fa'  stale  of  the  church  in  this  section  of  the  country,  have  requested  it,  this  is  an  argument  of  great  power  in  try  1  say  Sir  try  this  system  upon  some  lawyer  I  care  ‘‘®"  ®'’®“'‘*  "®‘ '’®  accompanied  with  any  expression  of  have  security  that  no  new  doctrines  shall  prevail  in  the 

John  C  larkc  d.vide3yesb’ytery?and  drtheTfZ'"’di3yth\h^  ‘■‘"'®®  ®‘'  *’®'"8  “®"®-  ^  ^a®  been  ascertained  that  eve-  „ot  how  eminent  or  learned.  Let  charges  against’him  be  ®®"*®®®  "P®"  “'®  ®7®oi  f®>-  n®‘  having  done  it.  new  presbytery .  These  are  the  points  which  thi.  Assem- 


Thomas  Vowell, 
David  Mitchell, 
John  Kennedy, 
John  M’Cliire, 
John  G.  Lowry, 
Ephraim  Banks, 
Robert  M’Coy, 
Andrew  Fetgiison, 
Joseph  Morrison, 


new  presbytery.  These  are  the  points  which  this  Assem- 


Tahor,  John  H.  Brown, 

Eheneser,  James  H.  Logan, 

IVinehester,  William  Hill,  D.  D. 

Wm.  C.  Matthews, 
East  Hanover, Stephen  Taylor, 
West  Hanover,3ohn  Kirkpatrick, 
James  Wharey, 
James  C.  Leach, 


lohn  C  larkc  divided  presbytervT’and  drthe°refZ'"’di3hI,*th  th^  ‘h''®®  ®‘'  being  done.  It  has  been  ascertained  that  eve-  „ot  bow  eminent  or  learned.  Let  charges  against  him  be  ®«"*®®®  "P®"  ‘he  synod  for  not  having  done  it.  new  presbytery .  These  are  the  points  which  thi.  A.sem- 

himcs  Adair,  recommendation  of  the  presbytery,  and  the  prayer  of  the  ry  single  congregation  included  in  the  peliuon,  except  that  circulated  every  where,  in  public  assemblies  at-d  in  private  Cayuoa.  Dr.  Richards.  Last  year  you  s.nt  down  to  hly  ought  to  settle,  if  it  proposes  to  make  peace.  Tell  us 

lohn  k.  Duncan,  petitioners.”  to  which  I  minister,  are  not  only  willing  to  go,  but  have  whispers,  impeaching  his  talents  his  indiistrY  his  inlegri-  ‘h®  *7nod  your  advice,  that  thp  presbytery  ought  to  be  di-  on  these  [mints,  what  are  to  bo  matters  of  forbearance, 

^ohrLYll""'’""’  we  shTuli  elpTaZZ  yoTr7vte^rbodJ.“an"d"‘t'hat  we  "’‘P®*’'*"'  ‘''*‘®  f®®  ^hile  Mr.  M’Calla  was  ty,  his  learning,  hi.  skill,  his  fidelity  and  devotwlnes.  to  vided  forthwith  And  what  is  their  reply  ?  Why  that  the  »„d  what  of  contention,  o,  faith  delivered  to  the  saints.  If 

lieddick  M’Kee,  should,  at  the  same  time,  petition  the  assembly,  for  a  divi-  speaking  yesterday,  about  the  2a  African  church,  the  vote  his  clienU.  W  ill  it  have  no  effect  iiimn  tho  public  mind  ?  General  Assembly  misapprebonded  the  state  ol  the  church  you  grant  this  request  unqualified,  I  am  afraid  there  is  a 

Fames  M’Ferraii,  sion  of  the  presbytery  of  Philadelphia.  of  the  session  was  brought  to  me,  unanimously  requesting  Will  it  be  no  im|ediment  to  his  success  7  I  o»»*  not  how  in  this  region.  And  these  brethren  are  not  relieved.  determination  in  a  great  many  churches  to  withdraw  and 

[  ’h'  s'oll'""’  hoslihly*torhe'supreml!'I4rthlyTd\TtorTf  I'he'p^^^^  to  belong  to  the  new  presbytery.  And  in  regard  to  mine,  eminent  or  deserving  he  may  be,  he  will  be  ruined.  Apply  Suppose  now  you  send  down  an  injunction  or  a  com-  organize  a  new  denomLiation.  I  do  hope  these  dear 

Benj.  Williams,  terian  church  ;  and  is  virtually  a  re-judging  of  the  jiidg-  I  ®an  bring  the  votes  of  nine  tenths  of  my  congregation,  this  treatment  to  a  mechanic,  to  a  merchant.  Apply  it  niand  to  divide.  They  will  again  send  you  word  that  you  brethren  may  agree  upou  some  geographical  division,  in 

Rohorl  Rainey,’  incnls  of  the  assenAly  ;  that  there  are  the  same  reasons  male  and  female,  in  favor  of  going  to  anv  presbytery  to  to  your  wives  and  your  daughters.  Let  insinuations  be  d®  "Ol  understand  the  case.  And  these  brethren  will  not  which  they  can  enjoy  their  desired  pre-eminence. 

Oliver  Joh^on  opto^m  l!rr"efhsJ  which  their  pastor  wishes  to  join  himself.'  But  if  the  As-  circulated  in  society,  and  none  to  contradict  or  to  shield  be  relieved.  Censure  the  synod,  and  they  will  submit  to  Mr.  Oa*«  said  he  should  be  sorry  to  do  that  which 

w’oolsey  Wells’,  pelilion  has  tended  greatly  lo  continue  anii  aggravate  the  sembly  think  proper  not  to  transfer  the  3d  church  at  pre-  them  from  reproach,  and  you  can  judge  the  effect.  But  your  censure,  hut  it  affords  no  relief  to  the  complainants,  would  place  any  body  beyond  the  control  of  this  Assembly. 

Hifficiiliies  which  now  exist  within  the  bounds  of  the  pres-  sent,  I  can  remain  as  lam  till  the  providence  of  God  what  are  all  their  chaiacters  in  importance,  compared  Discipline  the  synod  and  cut  it  off,  still  you  do  not  relieve  But  thi*  new  presbytery  would  still  he  within  our  jurisdiction 
Dr^H  Sonant"’  ^The  reasons*fJr  a  division  are  so  obvious,  that  we  shall  ®'®®'*‘‘®'’®-  But  I  do  not  believe  my  elders  will  with  ministers  of  the  gospel  ?  ‘''®'"-  ®n'7  'va7  '»  ‘®  8®  ‘«  ‘I*®  P®'n‘  ®‘  "n®®>  •**-  »»  much  as  the  other.  And  therefor#  the  prayer  of  the 

Isaac  Woodford  no‘  n®*  enlarge  upon  them.  Sufficient  to  say,  that  a  seriously  object  to  my  going  to  the  new  presbytery.  The  And  there  is  only  one  way  to  deliver  us.  The  synod  vide  the  presbytery,  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  peti-  petition  ought  to  be  granted. 

number"?  r“hng  eWerf  mLtTf  preveiued  by  nTiwl  sTorts  that  have  been  made  to  divide  and  distract  my  con-  have  given  proof  in  their  pleading,  before  you,  how  they  ‘'®"'  '‘7J"  »®‘  ®‘’  “>«  Assembly.  Mr.  Campbell,  ruling  elder.  Tho  cause  of  all  thi.  dif- 

Joseph  M’Combs  alone,  from  transacting 'saiisfactorily  to  themselves  the  Svee®*'®®!  ®°ns''‘*''e»  m  fact,  one  weighty  reason  why  I  will  act.  They  think  it  wrong  to  set  us  off.  And  for  the  Mr.  Hopkins.  As  to  the  principle  of  elective  affinity,  ficulty  is  in  the  departure  from  the  coustilntion  of  the 
^  ’  complicated  business  which  devolves  upon  them  in  the  an  anxious  to  effect  this  division.  very  same  reason  that  wo  think  it  right.  And  they  never  v*'”®''  *®  '®®®*'  h®®  *'**®  ®®'‘‘»  ‘‘  I*®**  «lw«y»  been  in  pregbyierian  church.  1  have  seen  the  constitution  laughed 

Wm.  Adams,  metropolis  of  the  presbyterian  church.  Dr.  E.  fully  acconnted  for  the  difference  between  this  will  do  it.  use  in  tho  church.  We  divide  churches,  wherever  this  at  in  svnods  and  in  conventions.  All  this  grievance  arise* 

We  cannot  but  hope,  and  hereby  prav,  that  the  assem-  i-  .■  j  l  .  ■  •  .  .  _  ■  •  1  1.  .  .  ,  j-  ■  ■  '  ” 

bly  on  hearing  this  our  complaint,  may  be  disposed,  in  the  ®PP‘'®®‘'“®  ®®‘'  that  which  was  made  to  synod.  In  regard  When  Dr.  M’Auley  had  concluded,  the  Assembly  pr'n®'P'®  becomes  so  strong  as  to  render  a  division  expe-  ff(„„  spurious  doctrine,^  which  presbyterian  minUters  spu* 

Matthew  Gillespie,  exercise  of  this  constitutional  right,  “  of  sti|>crintending  to  the  constitutionality  of  forming  a  select  presbytery,  not  voted  that  the  synod  should  be  heard  in  rejoinder.  ‘*‘®"‘'  He  knew  a  case  of  such  a  division  in  a  church,  out  before  our  face.  I  think  the  best  way  is  for  the  lynod 

the  concerns  of  the  whole  church,”  to  grant  us  repress,  territorial,  he  said  that  all  the  dictionaries  define  “  district”  Dr.  Green  said  he  wished  to  correct  a  misstatement  ari-  “®‘*®'  con»'‘*er®We  feeling.  And  so  far  from  increasing  to  take  measures  to  agree  among  themselves  respecting 

bv  erecting  without  delay*  a  second  presbytery  ol  rnua-  *  «  •  •  - .  .  *  •*  i.  i  n  j  •  fw»_  •  i  •  ^  l  r 

Noah  Cory,  delphia,  which  shall  he  ronsutmed  by  the  Ro“v.  Messrs.  any  circuit  of  jurisdiction,  ecclesiastical  or  ci-  sing,  be  really  believed,  from  forgetfulness.  He  had  no  excitement,  it  had  allayed  it.  There  were  no  jealousies  these  men,  and  if  discipline  is  necessary,  exorcise  it,  before 

D  W.  Fairbank,  Ely,  Skinner,  Barnes,  Scott,  Dashicll,  Eustace,  Judson,  vil.”  If  the  definition  in  the  discipline  is  to  be  construed  recollection  of  having  written  the  note  alluded  to  by  Dr  or  "‘v'f«® '>«‘*®«n ‘he  two  churches  or  the  pastor*.  And  they  attempt  to  divide  at  all. 

Ch".rierH''Sing,  B“n’.ltc"h  eidlrt^i  m^r^’l'^nTZ’ fiTl  -*®7 '®i"i»‘®r,  ®r  ®‘ 'ea.!  every  Pre.byteri-  Ely,  in  the  former  edition*  of  the  book  of  discipline.  aI  ®ince ‘he  division  the  second  church  has  more  than  dou-  Hudson  presbytery.  Dr.  Cur.ta.ins.  There  i*  one 

Wm.  D.  Craig,  meeting  of  said  presbytory,  at  such  time  and  plans  as  the  niinistor,  by  removmg  hu  residence  into  the  bounds  of  any  rate,  it  no  longer  made  a  part  of  that  book.  And  he  ***  numbers  ,  and  the  first  has  gained  an  accession  of  prominent  point  on  which  tho  groat  mass  seem  to  unite, 

assembly  may  appoint,  from  the  1st,  3d,  5th,  lllh,  and  another  presbytery,  becomes  by  that  very  act,  of  course  a  no  longer  held  to  any  tueh  principle.  He  had  renounced  100  more  than  were  in  both  at  the  time  of  division.  The  that  the  presbytery  ought  to  be  divided.  The  great  size, 

Moses  H.  Wilder,  12^h^churches^in^  Wi^dadelphia^;  ^he^lst^chnrdi^in^South-  member  of  that  presbytery.  It  had  never  been  understood  it,  and  written  and  spoken  against  it,  long  ago.  division  should  be  made  now.  ‘  the  distance  of  the  member*  point  to  thi*.  And  I 

Zurc’hes  of  Rockland  and  AshtonT  thTchurch’  in  Reaih  »®  •'"”"8  ^7  *>ro'her  Breckenridge  has  a  seat  in  this  In  regard  to  the  separation  of  prayer  meeting*,  he  had  ^Hr.  Hroutn,  ruling  elder.  The  defence  ha*  appealed  to  joubt  not,  if  it  were  divided,  in  procei*  of  time  peace 

John  Tilson,  itig  ;  the  church  in  Kensington;  the  African  church  in  Assembly  as  ..  representative  of  the  Baltimore  presbytery,  commissioned  one  of  Dr.  M’Auley’s  own  elders,  now  he  ‘h«  f®®'®  ®f ‘h'®  body.  If  we  do  it,  we  shall  shake  the  ,^onld  be  restored.  But  the  difficulty  i*  respecting  the 

James  M’Clung,  Reading  ;  and  the  2d  African  church  in  Philadelphia ;  and  though  his  residence  is,  and  has  been  for  a  year  past,  in  doubted  not,  gone  to  *lorv  to  invite  him  soop  after  his  re-  '*h®'*  fttbri®  of  Presbyterianism.  But  what  have  we  to  mode.  There  are  great  objection*  to  suffering  this  matter 

by  pulling  these  enumerated  churches  under  Ihe  care  of  ,  ,  ,  .  '  “  *■>"7, 10  inriie  nim  soon  alter  n  is  re-  ..  .  ,  ,  .  .  j.i.  i-  r..  . 

H.  H.  Snow,  said  presbytery.  Philaiielphia.  ,  moval  to  this  city.  And  he  said  he  had  done  it.  do  with  fears.  We  are  to  act  according  to  our  judgment  of  affinity  to  regulate  it.  And  the  geographical  line  stnetly 

That  the  assembly  has  a  constitutional  and  scriptural  The  question  is,  whether  the  Assembly  has  power,  it-  He  did  not  believe  there  was  more  dissension  in  this  ®*^  '*''®‘  '*  ®®d  then  risk  the  consequences.  Thi*  pursued  has  difficullic*  which  seem  to  be  insurmountable.  1 

„  „  _  „  r'**’®’  ‘o  »®“'o  this  and  every  other  dispute  self,  to  say  who  shall  constitute  a  new  presbytery  If  it  presbytery,  than  in  many  other*  case  was  fairly  before  the  Assembly  last  year,  and  sent  would  propose  the  Market-street  line,  and  that  it  be  allow- 

Geo.  E.  Boswell,  between  parties,  or  the  majority  and  minontv  of  any  .  ’  •oyicry.  11  11  H  7  ji  •■■joiner*.  ...  ...  .  .  . 

John  Bemiss,  lower  court,  which  may  be  brought  up  by  appeal,  com-  "®‘>  ''’®"  "®  ■’e'lre®®.  The  resolution  of  last  Di.  M’Auley  explained,  and  said  the  elder  mentioned  ®®'*"  ‘®  *7®®'! »  "ow  “  '’®»  com®  l>*®k  ""I  »«  '®“»‘  »«“>«  «•*  “>  deviate  from  it  in  some  cases,  according  to  the  wish- 

Fayetle  Posey,  plaint,  reference,  or  the  revision  of  records,  we  think  un-  Assembly  was  tantamount  to  an  injunction  to  the  synod  to  him  that  there  was  such  a  prayer  meeting  but  did  not  '^**®  P''®®®<f®®‘®  ‘hat  have  been  cited  go  fully  to  show  es  of  brethren. 

R.  B.  M’Afee,  ‘’"H^ihraM^inibly  in  past  years  ha.  understood  its  own  ^  '^*’7  ‘h®'®  ®*-  8'®*  i"‘i'»®‘i°n  ‘hat  hi.  presence  wmi  desired.  “*«  Ass.mbly  have  the  power  to  form  presbyteries,  if  A  similar  case  cme  before  the  synod  of  New  York,  of 

John  M.  C.  Irwin,  powers,  there  caii  be  no  doubt  of  the  ability  of  this  assem-  P’7  ‘®i  ‘''®‘  ‘•'®  Assembly  did  not  understand  the  case.—  He  was  positive,  becaus*  he  made  a  memorandum  at  the  ‘*'*7  ^eem  it  expedient.  They  are  not  brought  forward  to  which  I  am  a  member,  in  which  affinity  was  consulted  in 

,  R.  J.  Breckinridge,  bly  to  divide  existing,  and  erect  new  presbyteries.  In  Suppose  you  now  issue  an  express  comiuacd.  They  will  time.  prove  any  thing  else.  Expediency  cannot  bo  decided  ky  some  degree.  These  was  at  first  a  division  of  opinion  in 


Moses  H.  Wilder, 


John  'Tilson, 
James  M’Clung, 

H.  H.  Snow, 


WEDNESDAY,  May  24. 


the  synod  respecting  it.  I  believe  the  clergy  in  the  city 
were  nearly  unanimous  in  its  favor.  One  of  them  was  at 


Thomas  P.  Smith,  r*S^^lting  TdZ^on '’of  "the  ‘h®  c®*®-  You  must  Mr.  APCaUa  then  took  the  floor  and.spoke  tUl  the  hour  precedents.  the  synod  resptuzting  it.  I  believo  the  clergy  in  th.  city 

presbytery  of  Carlisle  whereupon  the  assembly  divided  ®®‘»  ®‘  “  "®‘  ^  “®®®-  of  adjournment  for  dinner,  and  in  the  afternoon  resumed  WEDNESDAY,  May  24.  were  nearly  unanimous  in  iU  favor.  One  of  them  was  at 

1X7 1.  a*  11  ‘h®  Pr®®^7'®r7.^<>  consti'uted  the  presbytety  of  Hunt-  In  the  old  edition,  there  is  a  note,  which  I  suppose  was  hu  remarks.  He  said  he  atood  before  the  house  in  .*lf-  Tho  appointed  religious  services,  of  prayer  and  exhort-  first  dwjido^y  oppoaed,  but  seemed  afterwards  to  fall  in 

Charie™ Dabney,  ’  In^l^  “Twn’tten’app^a'tion  from  the  Presbytery  of  ’'®®“‘*"  .‘‘7  ^r-  Green,  though  I  am  not  positive  that  I  ever  defence.  He  «dd  if  the  Awiembly  shall  show  a  duposi-  ation,  were  attended  in  the  morning.  Many  of  the  oxer-  with  it.  It  was  imtiomible  to  adhere  strictly  and  literaBy 
Anderson  C.  Morion,  Albany  was  brought  in  and  read,  praying  the  Assemblv  to  *'®**‘‘*  which  avers  that  the  Assembly  has  au-  tkm  to  protect  clissension  and  error,  their  decision  will  go  cises  were  exceedingly  solemn  and  impressive,  la  the  to  a  geographical  line  in  a  city.  My  opinion  ie  that  it 

William  5.  Page,  divide  said  presbytery  into  three  presbyleri*.,  and  to  form  thority,  b,  iU  appellate  jurisdicUon,  to  act  as  the  presby-  Uko  lightning  through  th*  United  8tHft.  V  you  give  th*  afternoon,  the  calling  of  the  roU  waa  resumed.  »tould  be  a  hne  srtitlad  rathtr  goographieaUy,  but  yielding 


William  Maxwell, 
Charles  Dabney, 


f 


\ 
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NEW  YORK  evangelist. 


•  little,  according  to  circunnUnceE.  [Dr.  Jlyrt*.  of  Ky. 
uked  the  tpetker  if  the  Sd  preib.  of  N.  Y.  wai  formed  «c- 
cordingto  elective  affinity,  and  if  it  had  produced  good  r*- 
•ulti  ?  Dr.  C.  laid,  not  exactly,  Wt  it  wa»  true  of  the  f'*™* 
bore,  that  they  were  brethren  who  Uked  to  bo  together,  oo 
far  ae  hie  knowledge  wont  there  wae  peace  there,  he  Ataew 
of  no  evile  that  had  reeulted  from  the  eeparation,  though 
he  had  heard  some  things  unfavorable.] 

Bedford  presbytery.  Mr.  Saunders,  s^  he  spoke 
not  with  the  expectation  of  changing  a  vote,  but  to  give  a 
reason  for  his  own.  He  should  concur  in  favor^of  the  di¬ 
vision.  He  voted  in  favor  of  the  division  m  New  *or  , 
but  the  cases  were  by  no  means  similar.  But  he  coii 
not  sustain  this  complaint.  The  case  was  iwt  the  sa  . 
that  was  before  the  synod.  The  omission  of  "everal  ot 
the  names  that  were  on  the  request  before  synod  had 
been  explamd.  But  there  were  two  names  not  accounted 

Which  party  will  you  go  to  gratify  in  this  division,  the 
majority  or  the  minority  ? 

Loire  IsLXicD  presbytery.  Mr.  FuUm,  was  entirely  in 
favor  of  a  divison  according  to  elective  affinity.  The 
name  was  new,  and  therefore  there  seemed  to  be  in  some 
minds  a  prejudice  against  it.  But  the  idea  is  an  old  one, 
long  practised  upon.  Every  church  in  our  cities  is  framed 
upon  that  principle.  People  associate  with  whom  they 
please,  and  hear  the  minister  they  like.  We  cannot  com¬ 
pel  them  in  this  land  of  liberty  and  intelligence.  It  will  be 
oppressive.  What  will  our  churches  say  to  it.  As  much 
as  they  love  our  church,  will  they  plane  themselves  under 
our  government,  if  they  cannot  obtain  redress  when  they 
come  up  to  our  supreme  judicature  7 

The  difficulties  in  such  a  division  are  all  imaginary. 

They  lie  in  apprehension  merely.  Let  us  go  straight  for 
ward  in  the  way  that  will  promote  peace  and  harmony. 

New  Yore  presbytery.  Dr.  Spring,  had  formed  no 
new  opinion  from  the  progress  of  this  case,  none  different 
from  what  he  had  before  he  left  home,  none  different  from 
what  he  expressed  a  year  ago,  in  a  large  committee  of  the 
General  Assembly.  That  committee  was  composed  of 
the  following  gentlemen,  whose  names  he  would  read  from 
the  minutes,  viz :  Dr.  Milleij  Dr.  Matthews, Dr.  Lansing, 

Dr.  Fisk,  Dr.  Spring,  Dr.  J.  M’Dowell,  Mr.  Bacon,  Mr. 

Ross,  Mr.  E.  White,  Mr.  Jessup,  and  Mr.  Napier.  That 
committee  brought  ffirwaid  a  plan,  in  which  I  fully  con¬ 
curred,  for  restoring  harmony,  consisting  of  several  par¬ 
ticulars,  and  one  branch  of  the  plan  was  this  resolution. 

Reeoleed,  that  it  will  be  expedient,  as  soon  as  the  regu¬ 
lar  steps  can  be  taken,  to  divide  the  presbyterv  in  such  a 
way  as  will  be  best  calculated  to  restore  peace  icc. 

It  was  well  understood  in  the  deliberations  of  the  com' 
mittee  what  that  way  should  be.  And  it  covered  the  plan 
of  division  contained  in  the  petition  before  you.  Embra¬ 
cing  this  in  the  plan  of  pacification  which  we  then  adopted, 

WM  the  only  way  to  come  to  the  end.  The  whole  com¬ 
mittee  were  not  exactly  pleased  with  any  one  point,  by 
itself.  But  we  were  unanimously  pleased  with  it  as  a 
whole,  and  pledged  ourselves  to  sustain  it.  And  as  an 
honest  man,  I  feel  myself  bound  to  redeem  that  pledge. 

It  was  supposed,  moreover,  that  this  committee  fairly  re¬ 
presented  the  different  views  and  feelings  of  the  Asseni' 
hly,  and  that  in  pledging  ourselves  we  virtually  pledged 
the  whole  body.  Before  this  measure  was  recommended 
in  the  Assembly,  I  understood  from  some  members  of  this 
synod,  that  it  would  undoubtedly  be  complied  with  there. 

And  the  only  reason  why  the  advice  was  not  then  put  into 
the  form  of  an  injunction,  was  a  wish  on  the  part  of  the 
committee  to  do  the  thing  in  the  mildest  form.  We  were 
assured  ffiat  all  that  was  necessary  was  to  recommend  it. 

In  my  opinion  the  assembly  would  have  enjoined  it  almost 
unanimously  if  they  had  not  supposed  it  would  be  done. 

I  love  my  brethren  of  the  Philadelphia  synod,  I  respect 
them,  I  go  with  them  in  almost  all  cases  but  this.  I  am 
sure  they  are  injuring  their  cause  by  the  course  this  busi¬ 
ness  has  taken,  and  in  that  they  are  injuring  our  institu¬ 
tions  which  we  are  both  so  anxious  to  defend.  I  act  with 
my  brethren  fully,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so,  in  their  en¬ 
deavors  to  protect  the  doctrines  and  institutions  of  our 
church  from  injury.  From  the  disclosures  and  innovations 
of  the  last  ten  years,  I  feel  more  and  more  solicitioiis 
on  the  subject.  But  if  they  would  not  weaken  our  hands, 
they  must  yield  this. 

New  Yore,  2d  presbytery.  Dr.  APE  trap.  Regarding 
myself  as  a  judge  here,  I  intend  not  to  plead  this  case  on 
one  side  or  the  other,  but  simply  to  give  my  opinion,  with 
one  or  two  reasons.  As  to  the  complaint,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  it  should  be  dismissed  as  groundless.  The  synod 
did  its  duty,  and  did  as  I  would  have  done  had  I  been  pre¬ 
sent.  And  as  to  the  petition,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
power  to  erect  a  new  presbytery  is  in  this  Assembly,  from 

the  nature  of  the  case.  But  then  it  ought  to  be,  and  per- ■  ,  -i,  . 

haps  only  can  be  constitutionally  exercised  through  the  prtsluce  peace,  either  in  the  synod  of 

.1.1 — I'.r.L-  - j  »T  ■  r.  .  "  I  Philadelphia,  or  in  the  church  at  large.  Where  can  you 

stop  laying  your  hands  on  this  subject,  and  granting  every 


He  believed  the  difficulties  arose  from  difference  in  senti-  < 
ment,  and  not  respecting  church  order.  It  has  been  said, 
over  and  over  again,  If  these  men  preach  heresy,  why  do 
you  not  call  them  to  account?  Sir,  I  dare  hardly  hint  at 
this  subject.  But  what  was  the  fate  of  the  doctrinal  ques- 
tions  they  brought  forward  last  year?  And  what  has 
been  the  fate  of  other  attempts  to  call  men  to  account  for 
their  doctrines?  There  are  so  many  friends  of  the  same 
doctrine  in  the  jiresbytcries,  that  there  is  no  moral  ability 
to  bring  a  man  to  trial,  where  the  majority  of  the  presby- 
tei7  is  opposed  to  the  form  of  sound  words.  And  if  we 
bring  it  to  the  Assembly,  how  do  they  act  ? 

The  object  is  peace.  But  I  say,  let  us  raise  high  the 
standard  fi'r  truth.  I  have  no  idea  of  peace,  ig  church  or 
state,  or  in  families,  at  the  expense  of  truth. 

WASHiiioTOit  presbytery.  Mr.  ATATee,  ruling  elder, 
thought  the  complaint  was  not  regularly  before  the  house, 
because  the  request  is  not  the  same.  Not  subsiamially 
the  same,  unless  eighteen  is  substantially  the  same  with 
eight.  Suppose  the  United  States  Bank  should  vote  a 
credit  upon  certain  security,  would  the  branch  allow  the 
credit  upon  an  endorsement  of  only  half  the  number  of 
names  ? 

He  thought  there  was  too  much  of  a  disposition  to  make 
every  thing  yield  to  expediency,  and  to  get  along  without 
much  regard  for  the  constitution.  Ho  thought  the  case 
ought  to  be  sent  back  to  the  synod  to  make  the  division. 
By  what  authority  are  all  these  suspicions  thrown  out 
against  the  synod,  as  if  they  would  not  comply  with  the 
recommendations  of  this  Assembly  ?  The  vote  of  last 
ear  was  not  a  recommendation  to  synod.  There  never 
as  been  a  casein  this  church,  in  which  slower  judicatory 
had  refused  to  obey  a  higher,  and  he  did  not  fear  such  a 
case.  Let  this  case  be  returned  to  the  synod,  with  our 
solemn  recommendation,  and  they  will  take  it  up  coolly, 
and  he  hoped  establish  Market  street  as  the  boundary  of 
the  two  presbyteries,  and  at  the  same  time  allow  any  mi¬ 
nisters  or  churches  w  ho  desire  it,  to  ask  and  receive  a  dis¬ 
mission  where  they  can  better  enjoy  fellowship  and  so¬ 
ciety 

Ohio  presbytery.  Mr.  Baird  thought  this  matter  not 
fairly  before  the  house.  There  has  never  been  an  As¬ 
sembly  that  would  hare  taken  it  up  in  this  manner,  but 
this  one  and  the  last.  The  object  of  biinging  it  forward 
in  this  shape  is  to  gut  the  synod  of  Philadelphia  out  of 
the  house  and  exclude  them  from  voting.  If  this  is  the 
way  ecclesiastical  business  is  to  be  done,  I  wish  to  have 
no  concern  with  it.  There  is  great  danger  from  this.  As 
an  assumption  of  authority,  it  is  going  much  too  far. 

In  regard  to  trying  men  for  their  doctrines,  which  it  is 
so  often  said  ought  to  be  done,  he  thought  the 
of  this  very  presbytery  was  a  sufficient  answer.  It  seems 
like  tantalizing  the  Philadel|ihia  presbytery,  to  speak  of 
disciplining  any  person  for  his  doctrines. 

We  have  been  told  there  is  no  difficulty  in  the  presbyte¬ 
ry  of  Troy.  He  would  ask  how  many  representatives 
arc  found  here  from  the  minority  in  that  presbytery.  He 
was  informed  that  when  a  proportion  of  the  representa¬ 
tion -was  desired,  one  individual  replied  with  earnestness, 
“  No  quarter,  no  quarter,  no  quarter.”  This  is  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  minority  in  their  presbyteries,  and  this  is  what 
presbyteries  may  expect  in  the  new  order  of  things 

[Here  Mr.  Bcman  arose  and  said  no  such  language  was 
ever  uttered  in  that  presbytery.] 

Huron  presbytery.  Mr.  Salmon  said  he  was  sorry  to 
find  so  many  of  the  elders  and  doctors  of  divinity  beco¬ 
ming  Congregationalists  in  their  principles,  in  maintain¬ 
ing  t.hat  the  source  of  power  is  in  the  people,  and  that 
our  government  comes  from  the  private  members  of  our 
churches,  and  not  from  this  highest  depository  of  power. 
If  this  be  so,  then  we  are  nothing  but  a  committee,  a  Con- 
oregalional  advisory  counsel.  I  was  brought  tip  a  Con- 
gregationalist,  but  I  have  become  a  Presbyterian,  have 
adopted,  ex  animo,  the  confession  of  faith  and  form  of 
church  government,  and  I  wish  to  sr'e  Presbyterian  prin¬ 
ciples  strictly  adhered  to  in  this  body. 

Chilicothe  presbytery.  Mr.  Culhertton.  It  seems 
peculiarly  important  now  that  we  should  not  depart  from 
prescribed  forms,  from  the  facility  with  which  we  see  mem¬ 
bers  slide  over  constitutional  provisions.  He  did  not 
deem  it  expedient  to  divide  the  presbytery  at  all.  It  was 
plain  that  the  size  was  not  the  title  ground  of  the  applica¬ 
tion.  There  never  had  been  a  parallel  to  this  project  of 
forming  a  presbylrry  from  personal  attachment.  It  is  a 
dangerous  precedent.  There  was  no  application  except 
from  a  minority.  The  act  will  be  felt  throughout  the 
church.  It  is  said  we  in  the  west  do  not  know  the  slate 
of  things  here.  We  have  some  reason,  from  the  papers 
and  pamphlets  which  have  been  sent  to  us,  until  we  fairly 
groaned  under  the  weight  of  the  documents,  and  the  post- 

Division  will  not  secure  the  object  pro|»oseil,  which  is 


sin  with  a  witness.  If  I  thought  I  had  a  drop  of  presby- 
terian  blood  in  me,  by  nature,  I  would  rake  it  out. 

Do  not  the  circumstances  of  the  case  imperiously 
require  us  to  deny  this  request,  and  to  keep  these  men 
where  they  arc.  I  bog  the  assembly  not  to  organise  these 
men  into  a  separate  presbytery.  If  they  do  not  like  the 
doctrines  of  our  church,  let  them  go  somewhere  else. 

Madison  presbytery.  Mr.  Dickey  differed  from  most 
of  his  brethren.  He  thought  the  Assembly  had  the  righ  t 
to  divide,  and  ought  to  do  it  now,  but  not  exactly  accord¬ 
ing  to  elective  affinity.  He  would  have  it  referred  to  a 
committee,  and  a  line  established  with  provision  that 
churches  near  the  line  might  go  to  one  side  or  the  otheg^ 
as  they  pleased.  ’  ■ 

Sanoamon  presbytery.  Mr.  Eent  said  it  was  right  to 
make  the  division,  and  it  ought  to  be  done  now.  And  I 
hope  we  shall  feel  the  good  effects  ef  it  at  the  west,  as  we 
have  felt  the  effects  of  the  present  state  of  things  to  our 
sorrow.  I  live  so  far  west  that  I  scarcely  hear  the  echo 
of  their  paciRc  proceedings.  But  their  inflammatory  papec 
and  pamphlets  are  poured  in  upon  us.  I  am  the  only 
Presbyterian  minister,  save  one,  that  to  my  knowledge  has 
ever  ventured  so  far  to  the  north  west  as  my  residence. 
There  ate  many  opposers  of  our  church  and  of  religion, 
and  I  have  no  male  member  in  my  church.  And  when 
the  story  of  such  proceeiliiigs  is  circulated  in  such  a  com¬ 
munity,  I  feel  its  unhappy  effects  in  embarrassing  all  my 
attempts  to  do  gootl. 

I  have  been  deeply  pained  at  hearing  the  epithets  anil 
insinuations  that  have  been  thrown  oat  against  these 
brethren.  Do  the  speakers  know  the  import  of  the  crime 
they  charge.  As  much  as  the  soul  is  of  more  worth  than 
the  btxly,  I  would  rather  be  called  a  murderer  than  a 
heretic. 


I  think  of  our  S.avior’8  words,  “  It  must  needs  be  that  offen-  I  back  upon  the  li/^lit,  and  seeks  for  darkness  to  assist  in 
CCS  come,  but  woe  unto  that  man  by  whom  the  offence  co-  explaining'  the  light.  All  this  that  wc  hear  about  the 
nieth.”"  And  I  ask  my  own  heart,  with  trembling  solid- j  trialuf  ajildgmcnt,  and oflheidcntityofthep«;lition,  or 


lude,  Does  this  curse  of  niy  Savior  rest  upon  me  ?  I  be- 
IKwe  many  of  my  brethren  have  this  curse  resting  upon 
them,  of  causing  the  offence  and  disorder  that  now  exist 
among  us. 

Iniiovatioii  is  the  cause  of  this  offence.  The  very  name 
“new  school”  speaks  for  itself.  We  are  told  of  improve¬ 
ments  ill  religion.  The  question  is  asked  in  print,  “  Shall 
theology  alone  slainj  still  ?”  I  ask  what  new  discoveries 
have  they  made  at  Geneva?  What  new  discoveries  have 
they  made  in  theology  at  Boston?  When  I  read  what  our 
brethren  at  New  Haven  and  elsewher  -nre  writing,  I  trem¬ 
ble  for  fear  they  are  treading  on  the  very  preciiiice  of  So- 
cinianism.  It  is  novelty,  and  the  love  of  novelty,  that  has 
given  liinh  to  all  this. 

Lei  us  hear  no  more  of  peace,  when  things  of  this  kind 
stare  u.s  in  the  face.  Neither  peace  nor  purity  can  (lossi- 
bly  spring  from  such  procedures.  I  have  no  doubt  this 
presbytery  ought  to  be  divided,  and  that  you  have  not  the 
right  to  do  it,  but  the  synod  will  do  it,  if  you  send  it  back 
to  them. 

Thirty-nine  years  ago,  I  spent  part  of  a  summer  in 
Boston,  when  the  monster  of  unitarianism  was  just  strug¬ 
gling  into  existence.  Dr.  Morse  was  then  the  only  man  I 
.saw  who  stood  up  for  the  truth.  And  among  all  the  rest, 
the  continual  cry  was  for  “  peace,”  and  “  you  are  unne¬ 
cessarily  alarmed,  we  all  believe  substantially  alike,”  and 
such  things.  Do  not  understand  me  as  charging  any  of 
the  raembcis  of  this  assembly  with  leaning  toward  soci- 
nianisni.  But  I  only  ask  you  to  look  at  the  history  of  the 
cry  of  “  peace.”  Let  purity  come  before  peace,  and  all  is 
"  follo'.v  a' 


channel  of  the  synod.  Unless  it  may  be  that  in  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  cases  we  may  go  over  the  heads  of  tlie  synod, 
and  exercise  the  power  directly. 

I  would  have  the  Assembly  enjoin  it  upon  the  synod  to 
divide  the  presbytery  by  a  line  running  along  Market 
street,  and  the  ministers  and  churches  living  south  to  con. 
stitiite  the  1st,  and  those  on  the  west  side,  the  2d  presbytery’ 
of  Philadelphia.  And  then  ministers  or  churches  on  one 
side  or  the  other,  wishing  to  unite  themselves  with  the 
presbytery  should  have  permission.  I  would  also  for  the 
entire  security  of  the  petitioners,  that  unless  the  synod 
■hall  make  the  division  within  60  days,  then  the  complainants 
shall  have  warrant  to  erect  themselves  into  a  presbytery. 
Here  then  you  have  districts,  according  to  the  letter  of  the 
constitution,  and  I  am  in  faVor  of  adhoring  in  all  cases  to 
the  letter  of  the  constitution.  And  you  also  have  all  the 
wants  of  the  petitioners  gratified. 

This  transfer  of  churches  and  ministers  has  always 
been  acted  on,  to  some  extent.  But  all  the  divisions  wc 
can  make  will  no:  make  peace,  until  God  shall  restore 
these  brethren  to  a  better  mind. 

New  Yore,  3d  presbytery.  Dr.  Cox.  I  have  greatly 
blessed  God  for  the  degree  of  patience  and  forbearance 
with  which  this  subject  has  been  discussed  by  this  Assem¬ 
bly.  The  last  two  speakers  have  chiefly  anticipated  what 
I  had  to  say.  I  think,  however,  it  will  be  of  lit  lie  advan¬ 
tage,  except  in  favor  of  disorder  and  strife,  to  circulate  our 
authority  in  the  matter  through  a  doubtful  channel.  But 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  censure  the  synod  at  all. 

I  belong  to  the  3d  presbytery  of  New  York,  which  has 
been  so  often  alluded  to.  And  I  can  aver  that  there  is  no 
disposition  at  all  in  that  body  to  disparage  the  order 
of  the  church,  or  to  make  innovations.  And  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  embryo  heresy  in  the  brethren  who  ask 
this  division.  If  I  found  heresy  in  any  one  of  my  dear 
brethren,  I  would  do  what  I  think  the  brethren  of  the 
synod  of  Philadelphia  ought  to  do,  I  would  talk  less  and 
do  more.  But  I  am  persuaded  that  most  of  our  differences, 
so  far  as  the  fundamentals  of  religion  are  concerned,  are 
mere  logomachy.  God  can  see  no  reason  for  these  antip¬ 
athies. 

[In  the  evening  session,  speeches  were  made  hv 
.Messrs.  Erksine  Mason,  Peters,  and  Tomlinson,  of  N. 
Y.  3d  presbytery  ;  Hay,  Magie,  Cowell,  Dr.  Alexander, 
and  Judge  Bayard,  of  New  Jersey,  But  the  reporter  not 
anticipating  an  evening  session,  had  made  an  engagement 
to  preach,  which  prevented  his  being  present.] 

THURSDAY,  May  25th. 

SesqUEBANNAM  prcsbvtery.  Mr.  Jeuvp,  ruling  elder. 
In  the  last  Assembly  I  had  the  honor  to  be  on  the  commit¬ 
tee  mentioned  by  Dr.  Spring,  and  he  has  stated  correctly 
what  was  then  the  understanding.  VVe  were  iinariimoiis 
in  the  resolution.  That  committee,  and  that  Assembly, 
had  Philadelphia,  with  all  its  difficulties,  more  distinctly 
before  their  view  than  this  Assembly  has  or  can  have. 
And  in  the  light  of  that  fact  the  committee  recoiiimendeil 
the  division  as  indispensable  both  to  peace  and  purity.  I 
was  not  willing  to  legielate  last  year,  but  I  am  now  remind¬ 
ed  constantly  by  the  moderator  that  I  am  sitting  here  as 
a  judge,  and  have  to  decide  judicially  a  case  that  has  come 
up  here  by  appeal.  I  am  opposed  to  infringements  on  the 
constitution,  and  to  constructive  powers.  But  we  are  now 
sitting  here  as  a  court  in  the  last  resort  to  protect  the  con¬ 
stitution  and  redress  all  grievances.  The  persons  apply- 
ing  are  competent  to  form  a  presbytery.  They  have  aji- 
plied  to  the  proper  judicatory,  who  refused,  and  now  by  a 
complaint  in  the  nature  of  an  appeal  they  bring  it  to  us. 
We  have  not,  by  the  constitution,  n  right' to  send  it  back 
to  svnnd  with  a  mandamut.  No  other  course  is  applied 
for  but  a  decision.  And  if  you  take  any  other  course, 
you  act  extra-judicially.  If  we  undertake  to  divide  by 
Market-street,  we  rend  brother  from  brother,  wo  violate 
both  rights  and  feelings. 

As  an  appellate  court,  we  have  a  right  to  do  whatever  k 
we  believe  ought  to  be  done  in  the  case.  The  ease  off 
Georgia  was  alluded  to  last  evening  by  judge  Bayard: 
But  1  should  apprehend  the  only  analogy  wpuld  be,  thaS 
if  we  undertake  to  send  a  mandamus,  it  will  be  treated  as 
that  of  the  supreme  court  has  been,  if  I  may  judge  of  their 
disposition  from  their  representatives  here.  And  I  desire 
it  may  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  vote  of  la.st  year  was 
not  a  party  vote  at  all.  But  the  undivied  voice  of  the 
whole  house. 


application  that  may  be  made  on  the  ground  of  diversity 
either  in  doctrine,  or  ec'-lesiastical  polity,  or  measures  for 
|irunioting  revivals.  New  York  had  been  alluded  to.  Let 
the  West  tell  the  story  of  the  results  of  that  3d  presbyte¬ 
ry.  We  have  seen  twelve  or  thirteen  ordained  at  once, 
sine  titulo,  and  sent  out  among  us,  where  we  have  presby¬ 
teries,  and  could  ordain  them  ourselves.  I  must  protest 
against  this  ordaining  ministers  by  the  dozen,  and  sending 
them  among  our  churches,  wliere  wc  are  involved  in  diffi¬ 
culty.  Many  ministers  .are  opposed  to  the  practice  of  or¬ 
daining  at  all,  sine  titulo. 

The  purity  of  the  church  is  as  necessary  as  the  peace 
of  the  church.  Some  of  these  men  make  professions  of 
their  soundness  in  doctrine  according  to  our  standards. — 
But  we  see  them  claipiing  affinity  with  those  men  who 
have  publicly  assailed  these  standards.  Many  feel  that 
we  are  solemnly  bound  to  ascertain  whether  imiiisters  are 
sound  in  the  faith  before  we  receive  them  from  other  pres¬ 
byteries.  If  we  let  off  these  men  into  a  separate  presby¬ 
tery,  all  opposed  to  such  examinations,  we  shall  open  the 
door  for  the  introduction  of  every  thing.  We  shall  trans¬ 
fer  them  and  their  doctrines  and  their  disputes  to  the  floor 
of  this  house.  Their  representatives  will  come  up  here 
and  we  shall  have  the  more  violent  concussions.  He  was 
however  willing  for  a  division,  on  geographical  principles, 
with  some  deviations. 


Erie  presbytery.  Mr.  M'Crtadp  was  apposed  to 
acting  on  this  question,  because  this  requast  had  never 
come  before  the  synod,  and  we  do  not  know  how  they 
would  ant  oo  it, 

Mr.  Reynolds,  ruling  elder,  was  in  favor  of  thvt  division. 
He  did  not  believe  there  was  danger  of-  this  botng  drawn 
into  a  precedent,  and  leading  to  diviaions  in  our  presbyte¬ 
ries  generally.  Erie  presbytery  had  men  of  different  sen¬ 
timents,  but  they  all  held  the  standards  of  o".ir  church 
firmly,  and  each  esteemed  his  brother  belter  than  himself. 
He  did  not  believe  the  Presbyterian  church  was  (  'onvulsed 
with  discordant  views.  But  if  we  do  divide  it  will  be  by 
forming  parties,  after  certain  gr^t  leaders.  If  tl  lese  men 
are  retained  together,  the  ropiilsive  principle  will  d  ive  them 
farther  and  farther  apart,  and  even  moderate  men  will  be¬ 
come  partisans. 

I  have  bMD  grieved-  at  heart  to  see  this  Assem  bly  con- 
xmlsed  wth  laujffiter,  on  Monday,  during  the  rei  larks  of 
the  gentleman  who  spoke  in  behalf  of  the  synod.  And  at 
what  expense  was  this  laughter  ?  At  the  expens  c  of  the 
feelings  and  chatacler  tff  respected  ministers  of  Cl.irist,  at 
the  expenee  of  thoir  influence  here  where  they  ar  a  set  to 
labor,  and  I  do  not  thuik  it  too  much  to  snppoee.  -  at  the 
expense  of  the  favor  of  Jesus  Christ  snd  the  wlvi  .lion  of 

imtnor^  soirifc  I  could  not  but  put  the  question  to  my 

mind,  how  I  should  view  this  subject,  if  it  had  bt  en  m 
own  respected'  pastor  that  was  thus  ridiculed,  and  tra  i  ducec 
and  held  up  as  a  heretic,  and  that  I  had  seen  one  of  m, 
unconverted  sons  in  the  gallery  as  a  spectator ;  what  1  effect 
such  things  would  have  upon  my  hopes  that  the  pt«i  I  iching 
of  that  minister  would  have  upon  that  child.  ” 

Hartford  presbytery.  Mr.  Adair,  ruling  eMer  ,  was 
<ff  opinion  that  the  Assembly  had  gone  wrong,  ■»  1  was 
about  to  go  farther  wrong-  They  were  not  o^y  s^,  ,at  t* 
do  an  act,  but  to  past  s  law,  virtually,  applicable  to  .  all  si¬ 
milar  eases.  There  it  here  no  just  ground  of  com  Isint. 
The  complainaiita  have  foiled  in  tbs  proof  gf  gn*. 

Tonces.  The  majority  must  gortm.  i 


Cincinnati  presbytery,  Mr.  Gallaher.  This  question 
of  division  was  solemnly  conceded  twelve  months  ago.  It 
was  a  time  of  great  difficulty,  and  the  parties  were  pledged 
to  this  course  as  one  of  the  measures  for  removing  it  and 
liringing  matters  to  a  settlement.  There  is  no  wisdom 
like  Christian  wisdom.  And  so,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
is  no  folly  like  Christian  fully  ;  I  mean  that  when  the  spirit 
of  fully  obtains  the  ascendency  among  good  men,  there  is 
no  absurdity  equal  to  it.  I  remember  the  time  when  the 
church  was  agitated  and  convulsed  to  its  center  on  the 
question  whether  we  should  sing  Rouge’s  psalms  or  Watt’s 
version.  And  another  question  of  immense  importance 
was,  whether  in  giving  out  a  psalm  by  lines  we  'should 
read  two  lines  at  a  time  or  only  one.  Now  how  siipremelv 
foolish  all  that  looks  when  we  look  back  upon  it.  And  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  positions  ami  arguments  of  iiiaiiy 
of  my  fathers  and  brethren,  and  their  fears  and  alarms, 
will  look  just  as  foolish  to  themselves,  a  few  years  hence, 
when  they  get  over  this  heat.  Their  only  eflect  is  to  pro¬ 
long  a  needless  contest,  and  annoy  the  church. 

As  long  as  this  contest  is  kept  up,  the  attention  of  the 
whole  church  is  kept  fixed  upon  these  points.  If  the 
presbyterian  church  is  to  live,  something  must  he  don 
cure  the  difficulty.  The  worst  enemy  of  our  church 
could  not  devise  any  thing  belter  than  these  contests. 
He  could  not  give  any  better  advice  as  to  the  means  of 
effecting  the  greatest  possible  injury  to  our  rause,  than  to 
keep  it  up  here  in  Philadelphia.  There  is  a  great  difficulty 
here.  Now  I  would  divide  and  conquer,  and  get  tlie 
mastery  of  the  evil. 

The  great  mass  of  Christian  people  do  not  enter  into 
the  feelings  of  minister.s  on  this  subject.  They  wish  to 
Jive  in  peace,  to  live  a  life  of  prayer,  anil  to  serve  God ; 
.'knd  if  things  continue  in  this  uncomfortable  slate  in  oiir 
•thurch,  pious  people  will  be  forced  to  leavo  it  in  sclf-de- 
fence.  They  cannot  bear  it  always.  I  once  lived  in  a 
section  of  country  where  this  same  difficulty  raged,  and 
the  Cumb'.'riaiid  presliylerians  came  among  us,  and  multi¬ 
tudes  of  our  most  pious,  humble,  praying  jioople  left  our 
churches  and  joined  them.  Not  the  light  and  mutable, 
not  diss>atisficd  with  our  doctrines  and  discipline,  but  genu¬ 
ine  confessiou-of-faitli  chiistians.  People  will  not  shrink 
from  the  exercise  of  iliseipliiie,  but  they  will  get  away 
from  strife.  Already,  I  understand,  one  minister  from  the 
Pittsburgh  synod  has  joined  the  Cuniberlands,  and  many 
of  the  people.  Christians  will  leave  a  church  where  con- 
lenlions  are  long  continued.  The  Cumberlaiids,  the 
melhodisls,  or  something  else,  will  sweep  the  church 
style  you  do  not  wish  to  see, 

"Now  if  you  separate  these  brethren  into  distinct  presby¬ 
teries,  they  will  not  contend  so  holly.  All  experience 
shows  the  benefits  of  such  a  course.  I  remember  the  wars 
-of  father  Dnak  and  fallier  Balch  in  the  west ;  the  ehurcli 
was  constantly  in  hot  water,  from  their  quarrels.  But  at 
length  they  were  put  into  separate  presbyteries,  and 
finally  into  separate  synods ;  and  the  churches  had  rest. 

As  to  having  presbyteries  two  stories  high  on  the  same 
ground,  it  is  no  new  thing.  When  yon  formed  the  union 
with  tlie  Associate  Reformed  Synod,  in  1822,  you  allowed 
those  presbyteries  of  theirs,  who  preferred  it,  to  remain 
;diatinct ;  and  they  did  so,  as  long  as  they  liked  it  best. 
What  was  that  but  presbyteries  by  elective  affinity.  There 
never  has'oeenan  objection  against  the  presbyteries  which 
were  formed  bv  General  Assembly,  not  a  voice  was  raised 
to  find  fault.  The  precedents,  thus  assented  to,  show  that 
the  assembly  can  form  presbyteries. 

It  is  of  no  use  to  send  this  matter  back,  it  will  never  be 
done  by  the  synod.  You  refer  it  to  them,  and  instead  of 
doing  it,  Ibeir  attention  and  efforts  will  be  iinmeJialelv 
turned  to  the  next  General  Assembly,  And  they  will 
have  Central  Committees,  and  Corret|>onding  Commit- 
tem,  and  funds  raised  to  defray  the  expense  of  commis¬ 
sioners,  to  get  an  assembly  that  will  sustain  them  in  their 
reffisal  to  comply  with  your  injunclioii, 

Oxford  presbytery,  Mr.  Craig.  The  spontaneous 
f eelings  of  my  nature  would  prompt  me  to  grant  this  peti¬ 
tion,  but  my  better  judgment  tells  me  it  is  not  expedient. 

has  not  been  sufficiently  home  in  view,  that  this  is  a 
doctrinal  question ;  and  its  importance  in  that  light  is  not 
sufficiently  appreciated.  Some  may  here,  if  they  please, 
suggest  that  1  ant  an  unconverted  man,  and  an  enemy  to 
Tevivals.  But  my  friends  very  well  know  to  the  contrary 
«f  the  latter.  And  I  intend,  before  I  sit  down,  to  give 
proof  to  tho  contrary  of  the  other  by  giving  the  reasons 
■of  my  opinion  with  meekness  and  fear. 

'That  this  lUfficulty  originates  in  doctrinal  points  is  clear, 
from  what  oir«  -of  the  petitioners  stated,  that  one  of  the 
other  parly  prayed  back  his  prayers.  Now  when  men 
pray  they  are  sincere,  and  bring  forward  the  vital  points 
of  religioa.  \t  is  plain,  therefore,  that  there  has  been  a 
doctriaal  d  iFi  lion  between  theee  brethren  17  or  18  years* 

The  cos  e  of  Dr.  Witherspoon  was  alluded  to  by  one  of 
the  petitio  ne  rs,  as  parallel  to  theirs.  But,  I  ask,  when 
did  Dr.  ilhierspoon  turn  renegade  ?  One  of  them  Mid 
he  was  a  ■Jtl^d^yterian  bom ;  is  not  that  denying  original 


Missouri  presbytery.  Mr.  ChamherUAn.  From  what 
I  read  in  the  constitution  alone  1  am  convinced  it  is  both 
our  right  and  duty  to  grant  this  petitirn.  And  I  feel 
deeply  interested  that  it  should  be  done.  Sir,  I  stand  on 
the  frontiers  of  your  church  to  the  west.  And  these 
things  produce  a  serious  effect  on  the  laliorsof  missiona¬ 
ries  there.  Some  of  us  have  offered  ourselves  as  a  sac¬ 
rifice  upon  this  altar.  But  the  news  of  this  controversy 
imnairs  our  infiiience. 

The  people  among  whom  we  minister  are  told  from  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  that  we  are  heretics.  And  a  “voice. from  Mis¬ 
souri  is  echoed  back  in  these  newspapers,  denouncing  of 
for  wildfire  and  disorder.  This  evil  arises  from  the  con¬ 
troversies  here.  I  love  tlie  brethren  at  Philadelphia,  and 
seek  their  peace,  and  therefore  I  would  divide  them.  1 
wish  it  were  ever  remembered,  that  there  are  two  dangers 
now  to  be  apprehended  in  the  church  ;  tlie  introduction  of 
false  tlieologv,  and  the  improper  exercise  of  ecclesiastical 
authority.  We  hai’e  heard  much  of  the  right  «)f  the  ma¬ 
jority  to  govern.  I  suppose  minorilics  have  rights  also, 
and  tliat  the  very  object  of  our  judicatures  is  to  protect 
the  rights  of  minorities. 

St.  Charles  presbytery.  Mr.  Boswell,  ruling  elder 
I  think  it  ought  to  be  done  by  the  .\ssemb'y,  fiir  the 
sake  of  saving  the  feelings  of  the  synod.  I  doubt  not  they 
are  conscientious  in  believing  it  inexpedient  and  wrong  lo 
divide  the  presbytery.  Otherwise  I  am  sure  they  would 
not  have  disregarded  the  recommendation  of  the  last  As¬ 
sembly,  made  under  such  peculiar  citcumsianccs.  And  I  am 
sure  that  in  sueha  case,  if  I  were  a  member  of  the  synod, 

I  should  wish  the  Assembly  lo  do  it,  to  relieve  us  from  the 
necessity  of  either  violating  our  consciences,  or  incurring 
the  censure  of  the  supreme  judicatory  of  the  church. 

Louisville  presbytery.  Mr.  Cameron.  I  see  nothing 
peculiar  in  the  Philadelphia  presbytery,  requiring  our  in- 
terference.  A  few  years  ago  this  synod  wa.s  considered 
the  most  strict  and  regular  and  united  in  our  body.  It  was 
staled  that  there  were  only  two  individuals  in  its  bound 
that  differed  from  the  confo.ssion  of  faith.  Now  we  see  it 
all  in  coiiimulion.  I  never  heard  before,  that  the  little  dif¬ 
ferences  among  brethren  should  be  the  ocrosion  of  dividiug 
presbyteries.  It  is  said  wc  ought  to  love  our  enemies; 
and  these  brethren,  instead  of  seeking  to  be  separated, 
ought  to  slay,  and  heap  coals  of  fire  on  each  other’s  heads 

What  good  will  it  do  to  divide?  Will  not  their  resi- 
denee  still  be  in  the  same  city  ?  And  will  they  not  be  ob¬ 
liged  continually  to  meet  as  brother  ministers  ?  Or  is  it 
expected  that  they  will  look  surly  at  each  other,  and  re¬ 
fuse  to  shake  hands? 

This  difficulty  arises  from  difference  of  theological  views 
It  began  with  a  certain  sermon.  The  petitioners  had  a 
majority  and  voted  their  consent  that  Mr.  Barnes  should 
come  .among  them.  Now  shall  we  give  this  parly  leave 
to  huddle  together  and  carry  every  measure,  just  as  they 
please?  I  think  you  had  belter  keep  them  all  together, 
lest  a  part  should  fly  nut  of  their  orbit,  if  not  retained  un¬ 
der  the  influence  of  the  counteracting  force. 

I  am  not  particular  about  the  application  of  the  term 
heresy.  The  scripture  uses  it  to  denote  a  departure  from 
the  doctrines  of  an  established  society,  I  hear  such 
wonderful  cry  of  peace,  peace,  peace !  What  was  the 
character  of  this  cry  in  Jeremiah’s  day?  Was  it  not 
daubing  with  unlempered  moiier  ?  According  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  some  respected  brethren,  you  must  heal  up  this 
wound  on  the  surface  immediately,  without  probing  or 
cleansing  it  within.  But  depend  on  it,  you  will  have  lo 
open  the  wound  again  and  again. 

If  there  is  any  such  thing  as  innovation  upon  our  sys¬ 
tem  of  doctrines,  it  is  an  imposition  upon  the  church  to 
coniiniie  in  it.  Sir,  we  live  in  a  free  country,  and  there  is 
oppression  like  that  which  would  shut  up  our  mouths 
from  exposing  errors  in  doctrine,  by  the  cry  of  pence. — 
There  are  those  I  know,  that  contradict  the  confession 
of  faith,  yet  receive  the  confession  and  profess  lo  be  good 
Presbyterians.  If  these  men  want  lo  get  round  the  con¬ 
fession  of  faith,  and  receive  it  as  the  Cumberlands  did,  so 
far  as  they  think  it  agreeable  to  God’s  word,  they  may  just 
as  well  subscribe  to  Paine’s  Age  of  Reason.  I  think  you 
ought  to  increase  the  quantity  of  counteraction  here,  ra¬ 
ther  than  set  these  men  free  to  pursue  their  designs. 

I  am  astonished  to  see  some  young  men,  and  some  very 
respectable  men,  come  forward  so  boldly  and  say  this  pe¬ 
tition  ought  to  be  granted.  This  large  and  respectable 
ynod  are  on  the  spot,  and  must  know  their  own  state  beU 
ter  than  we.  Some  of  us  come  more  than  1000  miles,  and 
how  should  we  presume  to  interfere,  because  a  few  indivi¬ 
duals  are  disaffected  ?  Instead  of  laying  hands  on  this 
presbytery,  to  divide  it  against  their  consent,  we  ought  ra¬ 
ther  to  lay  our  hands  on  these  errors  in  doctrine,  which 
they  find  printed  in  sermons,  with  the  names  of  these  mi¬ 
nisters  affixed  to  them.  Let  them  he  delected  and  expo¬ 
sed,  even  though  it  should  affect  the  persons- 

West  Lexington  presbytery.  Mr.  Stewart.  I  have 
sat  here  two  days,  and  heard  the  utmost  latitude  given  to 
remarks  on  one  side;  and  now  1  see  so  much  uneasiness 
at  remarks  on  the  other  side,  intended  I  suppose  to  put 
them  down.  I  was  soriy  to  hear  my  brother  from  New 
York  say  the  Assembly  was  committed  last  year.  We  in 
our  section  of  the  country  gave  no  such  authority  -o  any 
committee.  I  have  heard  with  aslonishni  nt  from  doctors 
and  lawyers  and  judges,  the  sentiments  that  prevailed  till 
last  night.  It  is  contrary  to  the  constitution,  and  assumed 
power  is  always  aliiised.  We  are  called  upon  to  condemn 
the  synod  for  not  doing  what  w'a.s  never  before  them.  If 
you  pass  this  bill,  you  pass  the  heaviest  censure  on  the 
synod,  and  will  be  so  Understood  by  all  judges,  who  know 
any  thing  of  the  matter.  And  this  division  is  also  inexpe¬ 
dient.  These  difficulties  have  arisen  from  doctrinal  divi¬ 
sions,  or  rather  from  the  presbytery  not  acting  with  fideli¬ 
ty,  and  I  may  say,  from  the  course  taken  by  the  .\ssembly 
last  year. 

Some  years  ago  there  were  doctrines  arose  in  Kentucky 
which  were  deemed  heretical.  And  I  will  say  they  were 
the  same  doctrines  that  are  now  prevalent  here  in  Phila- 
lelpliia.  There  was  then  a  cry  for  peace,  hut  the  sessions 


well.  Set  purity  to  I 


after  peace,  and  all  is  dcstruc- 


ilelpliia.  1  liere  was  then  a  cry  lor  peace,  but  tlic  sessions 
ami  presbyteries  were  faithful,  and  they  brought  them  up 
to  trial,  and  the  svnod  declared  them  heretical.  They 
wished  to  be  formed  into  a  separate  presbytery,  on  tills 
principle  of  elective  affinity.  But  the  synod  said  to  them, 

“  No,  you  are  under  process,  and  you  shall  not  be  suffereil 
to  evaiie  the  censures  of  the  church  in  that  way.”  So  it 
ought  to  have  been  here.  If  this  principle  is  adopted,  men 
have  only  lo  claim  elective  affinity  and  you  cannot  reach 
tiiem. 

Dr.  Blythe  said  he  never  rose  to  speak  before  this  au¬ 
gust  body  with  similar  feelings  to  those  of  the  present  oe- 
easion.  .4hstractly  considered,  the  ease  was  not  one  of 
much  importance.  But  in  effect  it  was  one  which  oji- 
prussed  his  mind  by  its  weight.  He  claimed  the  privilege 
which  lie  had  so  cheerfully  accorded  lo  his  brethren  that 
differed  from  him.  MVo  were  told  last  year,  and  hnd  been 
told  again  this  year,  that  all  the  unkindness  was  nn  one 
side.  He  regretted  lo  hear  such  things.  There  were 
many  things  said  by  the  brethren  who  spoke  on  behalf  of 
the  synotl,  that  he  regretted.  But  there  were  other  things 
spoken  on  the  other  side  that  were  equally  bad. 

I  believe  conscientiously  that  this  Assembly  hasnueon- 
Irol  over  this  matter,  nor  the  least  right  to  interfere.  You 
have  had  many  appeals  by  the  complainants  lo  your  sym¬ 
pathies,  and  some  to  your  fears.  Some  of  them  even  shed 
tears  on  the  subject,  and  I  saw  it  produced  an  effect.  It 
was  an  iiiifortiinate  moment  for  this  Assembly,  when  these 
brethren  with  gray  hairs  seemed  to  give  way  to  Uie  influ¬ 
ence  of  complaints  and  tears. 

You  are  pathetically  asked  to  ease  this  mighty  band  of 
oppression.  What  is  it  ?  Why,  to  open  for  the  petition¬ 
ers  the  door  to  the  honors  and  immunities  of  a  seat  in  this 
Assembly.  There  is  not  a  presliylcry  where  there  is  not 
a  similar  oppression.  There  cannot  be  any  other  rule 
hut  this,  that  the  majority  should  govern,  and  send  such 
delegates  as  represent  themselves.  I  come  from  a  pres- 
bytery,  where,  I  regret  to  say,  there  are  different  views 
on  the  gieat  doctrines  of  chtistianilv.  But  the  ihajority 
do  not  send  their  opponents  here.  The  presbytery  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  I  see,  sends  new  school  men  alone.  .4nd  they  ac¬ 
ted  as  honest  men  should  do,  believing  they  had  the  truth, 
and  were  bound  to  defitnd  it. 

I  profess  no  such  elevation  of  character  as  to  belong  lo 
no  school.  While  I  have  a  voice,  it  shall  be  employed  in 
spreading  the  doctrines  of  the  old  school.  We  have  borne 
with  our  brethren  of  the  new  school  in  this  church  thus 
far.  But  I  do  not  know  how  long  we  shall  be  able  to  bear 
these  doctrines,  or  how  far  our  new  school  brethren  will 
push  their  inroads  ii|ion  our  eonfession  of  faith.  But 
there  must  be  a  stopping  place  some  where,  and  I  should 
think  it  would  not  be  far  ofi'.  v 

In  dividing  this  prcsbvtery  you  only  pass  power  from 
one  hand  to  another.  But  do  it,  and  so  far  from  making 
peace,  you  make  legalized  war.  You  lift  up  standiTrd 
against  standard,  and  cuiiviilse  the  Presbyterian  interest 
in  this  city  lo  its  centre.  Their  representatives  too  will 
come  upon  this  floor,  and  act  over  tneir  conflicts,  and  we 
shall  be  compelled  to  take  part  in  the  conflict. 

I  ask  now  what  it  was  that  gave  birth  to  this  difficulty  ? 
Heresy  hunting  ?  But  do  men  commonly  hunt  where 
there  u  no  game  ?  Or  was  It  innovation  1  That  is  the 
cause.  There  is  and  can  be  no  heresy  hunting,  where 
there  is  no  departure  from  the  simple  doctrines  of  the  oon- 
fession  of  faith. 

1  see  a  man  here  whom  I  respect,  but  whom  I  never  spoke 
to,  because  I  have  never  been  introduced  to  him,  who  has 
bod  a  large  share  in  prodgeing  this  state  of  things.  And 


I  see  in  this  house  the  swellings  of  sympatliy  fiir  the 
complainants.  Sympathy  is  honorable ;  it  is  virtuous. — 
But  it  ought  not  to  usurp  the  place  of  the  judgment.  If 
my  brethren  would  keen  down  their  risings  of  sympathy, 
they  would  sec  clearly  Itie  nature  of  this  application,  and 
would  reject  it. 

The  case  of  the  secessions  at  the  west  has  been  alluded 
I  know  all  about  these  transactions ;  I  say  it  with 
pain  ;  hut  I  have  lieaid  the  same  doctrines  from  the  pul¬ 
pits  of  the  presbyterian  church,  which  were  held  by 
those  misguided  men. 

I  shall  never  see  this  assembly  again,  I  am  old  and  im- 
firm.  But  I  have  a  large  family  of  children  in  the  west, 
and  I  do  [pel  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  or  the  woe 
(if  the  presbyterian  church.  I  vvarri  my  young  hrelhreii, 
that  intellect,  however  cultivated,  is  a  curse  without  true 
humility. 

I  do  not  fear  for  the  fate  of  the  presbyterian  church. 
This  discussion  and  agitation  will  have  the  effect  which  it 
has  already  produced  in  the  Philadelphia  presbytery.  It 
will  open  the  eyes  of  those  who  love  the  truth,  to  see  the 
(rue  state  of  things.  It  will  bring  them  together,  and 
make  them  act,  and  rally  them  round  the  standards  of  our 
church.  -So  it  was  with  the  Cincinnati  convention.  When 
the  friends  of  truth  and  order  hearij  what  vvas  going  on, 
and  saw  the  joorinals  and  transactions  of  the  last  General 
.Assembly,  they  said  with  one  voice  “  the  ark  of  God,  the 
ark  of  God  is  in  danger  !  Wc  will  have  no  further  con¬ 
nexion  with  innovators ;  we  belong  to  the  presbyterian 
chnrch,  and  presbyterians  we  will  be.”  Such,  I  believe, 
will  bo  the  effect  here. 

I  appeal,  now,  to  those  who  call  themselves  the  modo- 
late  parly  ;  I  ask  the  moderate  men  in  this  assembly  lo 
look  at  this  proposition.  Is  this  a  moderate  scheme.  No, 
it  is  through'iut  an  ultra  measure,  an  ultra  scheme,  adopt¬ 
ed  for  what?  to  gratify «|&w  at  the  danger  of  thousands. 

I  appeal  to  my  aged^Bd  from  Virginia.  (Dr.  Baxter,) 
who  sits  near  me,  the  (^^anion  and  frieiitl  of  my  ytiuth  ; 
and  I  ask  him  to  c-imc  forward  and  defend  the  piiri’y  of 
the  church,  of  which  h"  has  so  long  been  an  ornament. 
He  and  I  will  soon  be  in  our  graves,  but  I  do  entreat  that 
[he  vAn  not  lend  his  influence  and  vole  to  sanction  an  act, 
which  will  entail  calamities  and  contentions  upon  the 
church  ot  God,  when  we  arc  at  rest. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Breckenriilge,  ruling  elder.  I  consider  my¬ 
self  here  as  acting  as  a  judge,  not  arguing  as  a  partisan 
nr  delivering  a  homily  lo  the  house.  Suppose  the  case  to 
he  fairly  before  you,  what  can  you  do  ?  And  this  ques¬ 
tion  we  most  answer,  not  a  priori,  what  seems  ab¬ 
stractly  right  or  expedient,  but  out  of  the  hr,ok.  The 
synod  have  decided  that  they  will  not  divide  the  presby¬ 
tery  at  all.  Now  the  utmost  limit  that  your  contrary  de¬ 
cision  can  reach,  is  to  reverse  the  judgment.  It  is  not 
here  the  trial  of  a  case,  but  the  trial  of  a  judgment.  You 
say  the  presbytery  shall  be  divided,  and  there  your  au¬ 
thority  stops. 

But  the  c.ase  is  not  regularly  before  you  ;  the  only  cases 
ill  which  the  bonk  contemplates  bringing  a  matter  up  by 
complaint  are  private  cases.  This  is  not  the  same  case 
that  was  before  the  synod.  There  the  application  was  to 
set  off  twenty-three  into  a  new  presbytery,  here  it  is  fur 
thirteen.  We  cannot  make  this  case  to  be  the  same,  un¬ 
less  we  can  make  twenty-three  the  same  as  thirteen. — 
Suppose  a  man  tears  his  record  in  two,  will  you  let  him 
go  to  trial  on  half  of  it.  Three  of  the  ten  liave  been  re¬ 
moved  by  Providence.  But  the  other  seven  names  have 
been  stricken  off  by  the  complainants,  and  yet  it  is  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  the  same  case. 

I  regret  that  my  public  duties  in  the  meeting  of  the 
Sunday  School  Union  prevented  niv  hearing  the  nrgii 
tnenl  of  the  venerable  judge,  (Judge  Platt,)  on  Toesd-ay. 

I  understand  he  contended  that  the  residuum  of  power 
which  is  not  regulated  by  the  constitution  is  in  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly,  and  that  by  virtue  of  this  residuum  of 
power  they  had  a  right  to  grant  relief  in  this  case.  Sir,  I 
deny  that  this  is  presbyterianism.  According  to  the  true 
principles,  presbyteries  are  the  source  of  power ;  they  are 
constituted  by  the  authority  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
clothed  by  him  with  power  to  govern  the  church.  But 
this  assembly  is  the  creature  of  the  presbyteries,  and 
its  powers  are  strictly  limited  to  the  express  terms  of  the 
constitution. 

Look  at  the  weakness  of  poor  human  nature.  These 
same  brethren  h.ave  a  complaint  before  us,  grounded  upon 
a  constitutional  point  so  minute  fl  at  it  requires  the  keen¬ 
est  intellects  to  discern  it.  Because  the  const  it  iiiien  says 
that  after  the  members  of  svnnd  have  individiiallv  ex¬ 
pressed  their  opinions,  the  election  shall  then  be  taken, 
they  claim  that  it  was  unconstitutional  for  the  synod  lo 
suspend  the  final  vote,  and  refer  the  case  to  the  assembly. 
While  here  on  the  other  hand,  thev  ask  for  constructive 
powers  so  large  and  indefinite  that  tKey  cover  every  thing. 

The  precedents  that  have  been  adduced  are  not  in  point, 
because  none  of  them  are  eases  of  forming  or  dividing 
presbyteries  without  some  kind  of  agency  either  of  llie 
synod  or  of  the  presbytery  concerned.  But  here  you 
arc  called  iqion  lo  interfere  against  the  express  determina¬ 
tions  of  both  synod  and  presbytery.  In  the  miniiles  for 
1808  there  is  a  case  where  the  Assembly  refused  lo  divide 
Ouresbytery,  on  the  express  ground,  that  it  was  the  duty 
oTtlie  synod  to  act  upon  it  in  the  first  instance. 

The  precedents  then  being  out  of  the  way,  the  constitu¬ 
tional  power  shewn  to  he  nothing,  the  Assembly  having 
heretofore  refused  to  divide  a  presbytery,  on  what  pretence 
can  ive  act  ? 

But  admitting  all  that  is  contended  'Vir,  in  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  this  house,  on  what  pretence  do  you  exclude  the 
Philadelphia  synod  ?  In  that  view,  this  is  a  case  that 
comes  before  the  house  by  original  jurisdiction,  by  virtue 
of  its  paramount  powers,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  this 
svnod  should  be  deprived  of  a  voice  in  the  matter. 

'  But  it  is  said  that  great  good  will  be  done  by  this  division. 
Tliere  are  two  sides,  however,  to  that  subject.  Sup¬ 
pose  the  presbytery  of  Philadelphia,  should  refuse  to  re¬ 
cognize  your  right  of  division,  as  they  may  very  well  do? 
And  suppose  they  should  determine  to  send  op  their  full 
complement  of  delegates,  to  the  next  Assembly.  Then 
you  will  have  to  meet  this  great  conslitiilional  question 
again,  in  its  naked  form.  If  I  belonged  to  the  synod  of 
Philadelphia,  I  should  be  disposed  to  pay  the  utmost  de¬ 
ference  10  the  requests  and  recommendations.  But  I  would 
not  submit  to  dictation.  I  would  sooner  risk  the  division 
of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

You  do  not  know  the  extent  of  these  divisions  in 
some  pans  of  the  country.  Do  you  know  that  in  some 
places,  one  Presbyterian  minister  will  preach  a  sermon, 
and  another  Presbyterian  minister  will  get  right  up  after 
him  and  say  it’s  a  lie?  These  presbyteries  that  are  form¬ 
ed  according  to  ecclesiastical  .affinity  will  do  great  mischief. 
The  one  in  New  York  ordains  fifteen  ministers,  sine  titulo 
at  (tn>>  batch,  and  sends  them  out  among  our  churches  and 
presbyteries. 

[Here  Dr.  Cox  arose  and  said  the  greatest  number  they 
had  ever  ordained  at  one  time  was  eight.] 

Mr.  B.  eoiitiiiued.  I  am  glad  to  he  set  right,  hut  I. 
gave  it  us  I  was  informed.  I  am  glad  it  is  not  so  had. 
But  our  synod  has  decided  that  these  ordinations  sine  titulo 
are  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  presbyterian  church. 
But  what  avails  it,  when  these  young  men  arc  scattered 
all  among  us.  One  young  brother  has  been  sent  within 
the  bounds  of  our  presbytery  in  this  way,  a  inigh'y  good 
brother  lie  is  indeed,  anil  w«  are  glad  to  get  him.  But 
still  we  protest  against  this  mode  of  manufacturing  minis¬ 
ters  as  irregular  and  unsafe. 

I  am  willing  this  presbytery  should  be  divided,  and  with¬ 
out  a  geographical  line,  lor  I  do  not  see  how  you  can  have 
a  geographical  line  in  a  city.  But  I  never  will  consent 
that  this  house  shall  transcend  their  proper  jurisdiction. 
Let  the  complaint  be  sustained,  and  the  petition  rejected. 
Let  an  aiilhorilative  order  be  aent  lo  synod  to  divide  the 
presbytery,  and  I  have  no  objection  that  you  should  recom¬ 
mend  the  synod  in  which  it  shall  bo  done.  Then  if  it  is 
not  done,  the  case  will  come  regularly  before  you  next 
year,  by  appeal,  in  such  a  shape  that  you  cun  act  definitely 
upon  it,  without  violating  the  express  provisions  of  the 
constitution. 

I  expect  the  presbyterian  church  will  be  eventually  di¬ 
vided.  I  fully  believe  it.  And  1  do  not  want  lo  be  caught 
under  the  theological  question.  When  it  divides,  the  ma¬ 
jority  will  he  on  the  side  of  error,  and  against  the  truth. 
Aodl-will  go  as  far  as  I  can  in  settling  these  qiioslinns 
that  come  up,  tliat  when  the  great  division  takes  place  we 
may  hare  as  few  embarrassments  as  possible. 

FRIDAY  MORNING,  May  25. 
Tabor  presbytery.  Mr.  Smith,  ruling'  elder.  If 
this  Asioiiibly  has  not  a  right  to  divide  the  presbytery, 
then  we  biive  no  right  lo  reverse  the  decision  of  the 
syncKl.  There  is  not  the  shadow  of  authority  in  the 
book  for  sending  this  process  down,  step  by  step,  first 
to  the  s^iiod,  and  then  to  the  presbytery.  Bii.siness 
conics  up  in  ll>'^  have  no  warrant  whatev¬ 

er  for  sending  it  down  so.  In  the  army  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  there  is  no  proof  of  a  regular  subordina¬ 
tion  of  authorities,  through  whom  directions  must  he 
transmitted  in  order  to  be  regular,  from  the  general  to 
the  colonel,  and  from  the  colonel  to  the  captain.  The 
nilcs  and  maxims  of  civil  law  also  are  altogether*  in¬ 
applicable  lo  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ.  Our  objects 
are  different,  and  of  course  our  rules  arc  different, — 
4nd  he  who  resorts  to  Coke,  and  Littleton,  and  Black- 
atone,  to  explain  ecclesiastical  proceedings,  turns  his 


the  mutifaiioii  of  the  record,  is  thcieforc  wholly  iuap 
plicahle  to  the  subject. 

In  regard  lo  the  geogriiphical  line,  whicli  srcnis  to 
be  such  a  difficult  matter  for  some  of  our  brctlireii  to 
got  over,  it  is  to  lie  oliscrvcd,  that  thci'c-  arc 
two  kinds  of  districts;  and  It  depends  upon  the 
object  to  be  ga  tied,  how  the  word  .sliall  lie  under¬ 
stood,  III  civil  matters  the  earth  is  divided,  by  geo¬ 
graphical  lines,  ill  order  to  give  jiii  isdiction  over  the 
territory,  and  decide  who  shall  try  for  all  oft'ciiees  coiii- 
iiiittcd  within  those  l-oiitids.  Civil  jiii isdiction  isover 
the  soil;  but  r-cclcsia-lical  jurisdiction  is  only  over 
persons.  It  is  wholly  of  a  moral  ii'atnrc,  fur  the  saiic- 
tification  of  the  soul.  Christ’s  kiiigdoni  is  not  ol  thi.s 
world.  Its  divisions,  therefore,  arc  not  territorial,  hut 
belong  lo  jK'rsoiis,  not  to  the  soil.  Wherever  a  man 
goc.s,  lie  is  under  the  watr.li  and  care  of  his  church  or 
judicatory.  The  picshytcry  to  w  liich  I  belong,  in  Ky. 
has  jui'isdiclion  over  me  here,  if  I  coiiimit  an  oflence 
ill  Philadelphia.  But  the  civil  courts  of  Ky.  have  not. 
The  sole  object  of  dividing  a  pirsbylery  into  territori¬ 
al  limits  is  to  give  it  locality.  Buttlieicis  no  way  lo 
destTibo  its  jurisdiction  but  by  describing  its  subjects. 

.4  magistrate  c(?ascs  to  be  a  magistrate  out  of  Ills  own 
county.  But  it  i.s  not  so  vvitli  a  minister.  No  chureli 
court  pretends  to  give  geographical  lines  to  a  coiigre- 1 
gatioii  in  a  city.  And  it  is  equally  absurd  to  describe 
a  city  presbytery  by  metes  and  fsiiiiids. 

The  principle  of  elective  affinity  is  clearly  recogni¬ 
zed  in  our  Isxik  of  discipline,  in  the  definition  of  a 
church.  “Those  who  associate  themselves  together.” 
The  same  in  regard  to  the  right  of  electing  their  own 
pastors.  No  man  or  men  can  cay  to  a  congregation, 

“  Von  are  a  set  of  heretics,  not  to  be  tiusled  with  (he 
election  of  your  own  puntor.  V,'e  will  send  you  one 
that  will  take  c.are  of  you.” 

Gentlemen  talk  about  keepingtliese  men  together,  lo 
keep  them  in  order.  Wliy  don’t  they  send  lo  the  little 
presbytery  of  Tabor,  and  keep  that  in  order.  I  am 
grieved  at  the  impuiutions  that  have  been  tlirown  up¬ 
on  the  character  of  these  men,  calling  them  heretics 
and  renegaele.s.  It  is  an  awful  ihin-r  fo  stand  lictwcen 
a  minister  of  the  gospel  and  the  souls  of  perishing  siti- 
ner.s.  It  is  said  that  this  Assembly  is  the  court  of  last 
appeal ;  it  is  not  so.  There  is  an  appeal  Irom  nsdircct- 
ly  to  the  court  of  heaven.  .-Viid  no  appellant  is  reject¬ 
ed  there,  because  bis  papers  are  informal.  1  was  melt¬ 
ed  into  tears  by  the  petition  of  that  respected  father, 
(Dr.  .M’.bulc}’.)  1  kiio.v  it  will  lie  lieaul,  if  not  here, 

yet  el.sewliere.  Jesii.s  ChrUt  will  hear  such  a  petition, 
and  we  ought  to  do  so. 

Winchester  prc.sbytery.  Dr.  Hill  said  be  never 
arose  ill  tills  or  in  any  other  Assembly  under  such  a 
-sense  of  eiiiharrassmeiit. 

My  old  college  asswiate  here  at  my  right  hand,  (Dr. 
Blytlie,)  called  iipoti  me  last  night,  in  tho  cli.iracler  of 
a  moderate  man.  I  am  a  moderate  man.  1  do  not 
wish  to  be  hailed  as  a  confederate  or  nartizaii  by  ultras 
on  either  side.  I  hope  1  shall  not  give  any  one  an  oc¬ 
casion  to  consider  me  a  litilc  tierce  for  moderation. 

.-Mtempts  were  made  last  night,  by  a  shrewd  and  in- 
lelligerit  hrother,  to  mmsiiit  the  coiiiplainants,  and  dis¬ 
miss  them  out  of  court,  for  the  inforniidity  of  their  pa¬ 
pers.  In  my  view  this  business  comes  properly  Icfore 
113,  from  three  sources.  1.  The  act  of  the  last  .Assem¬ 
bly.  It  was  the  intent  of  that  act  to  have  tl;o  subject 
go  to  the  svii-id,  to  make  a.  division,  and  sue'.,  a  divi 


distinction!!.  No  moil.al  can  give  a  rutiunal  account 
what  they  arc  divided  for.  And  1  do  not  want  to  see 
such  tliiiie-sinti  oduccd  among  us.  As  they  cerUinly 
will  be  if'vvc  begin  to  magnify  every  difference  of  sen¬ 
timent  into  a  ground  of  separation.  I  pray  God  we 
.n  A’tr  Tisit  Ciiiitrnfi  so  eArncstU 


may  not  contend  so  eiirncstly  for  the  faith  of  the  gos- 
pel,  as  to  lose  the  spirit  of  the  gospel. 

.Messrs.  Taylor,  Kirkpatrick,  Leach,  .McFarland* 
Smith.  Pope,  and  .Mandcvillc  spoke,  giving  different 
views  of  the  subject,  but  our  limits  forbid  the  insertion 
of  their  remarks. 

lloLSTON  presbytery.  Mr.  Ross.  Two  years  ago,  in 
this  liody,  I  had  the  mi.sfortuiie  lo  use  tlie  word  trian¬ 
gle,  for  which  I  was  called  to  order.  But  ikjw  1  hear 
men  directly  called  heretics,  and  no  Christians,  :tnd 
rciiegiidc.s,  and  neither  the  moderator  nor  anyborly  else 
calls  to  Older.  !So  the  tiinc.s  are  altered.  If  calling 
names  is  a  new  inra.surc,  I  am  sure  our  old  school  bre- 
tliien  have  improved  upon  our  example.  Wc  have 
heard  these  things  here,  not  from  their  young  men,  but 
from  their  oldest  fathers. 

Mr.  M't’alla  is  a  talented  man  ;  hut  he  is  like  the  war¬ 
rior  elephant,  that  carries  rout  and  dismay  into  the 
ranks  of  his  friends.  The  brother  who  spoke  last  night 
(Mr.  Breckenridge)  is  no  ordinary  niaa  He  did  nis 
liest  at  the  constitutional  qii(?stion.  But  even  Hercules 
cannot  move  a  inoiiiitai!i.  Wo  have  had  here  the  fears 
ofhoiio.st  Scotlan'l,  and  the  confused  babblings  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  trying  to  catch  a  heretic,  without  knowing  how. 
(Here  .Mr.  Ross  was  called  to  order  Ibr  personality  to 
meiribers  of  the  house.) 

No  person  would  deny  that  the  presbytery  ouglit  to 
be  divided,  and  that  it  ought  to  lie  divided  according 
to  preference,  if  that  naked  fact  could  be  disconnected 
from  every  thing  else.  But  in  their  minds  it  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  fear  of  heresy,  if  these  petitioners  arc 
put  into  a  presbytery  by  themselves.  .And  oven  this  is 
not  tlie  root  of  the  tniiltcr.  I  am  glad  it  vvas  confessed 
before  I  spoke  of  it.  It  is  the  foarof  lo.sing  po'.vcr.  This 
is  not  only  the  bone  ofcmitciition,  it  is  the  whole  skele¬ 
ton,  and  was  presorted  by  one  of  the  a.lvocatcs  for  the 
synod,  in  all  its  native  hideousiiess. 

Si'iiie  arc  really  afr.iid  of  heresy,  there  is  no  doubt. 
Some  are  set  to  cry  heresy  in  order  to  raise  a  dust.— 
-Anti  some,  who  will  not  risk  llicir  reputation  on  this, 
are  raising  a  nmltitiidc  of  constitutional  scruples, 
which  really  amoiir.t  to  nothing  at  all.  Tliechampion 
of  the  paity,  the  very  Ajax  Tela  nioii,  admitted  last  eve¬ 
ning,  that  it  was  -aKsiird  to  talk  of  geographical  lines 
ill  a  oily.  This  General  .4.s8cinbly  is  not  a  legislative 
body,  with  restricted  powers,  confined  to  a  certain  class 
of  ai  ts.  It  is  a  Ixxiy  with  supervisory  powers,  a  great 
presbytery.  If  it  is  not  so,  then  tlio  Assembly  is  only 
an  unauthorized  convention.  There  is  not  a  syllable 
in  the  hihle  to  warrant  you  in  coming  here,  and  you 
arc  nothing  more  than  a  Congregational  advisory 
council. 

To  show  how  little  value  even  these  men  themselves 
attach  to  their  constiliitional  difficulties,  Air.  M’CalUv 
himself  declared,  that  if  thc_  A.«.si.mhly  believed  the 
cause  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  required  the  division, 
they  ought  to  make  it.  Now  wc  do  believe  it,  and 
whv  should  w'c  not  do  it  ? 

The  men  who  utter  this  cry  of  heresy,  with  a  feW  ex- 
cepiions,  do  not  believe  it.  Those  presbyUrries  where  the 
old  side  brethren  have  the  decided  majority,  do  not  try 
these  men,  who  are  called  heretics.  Our  old  side  brethren 
also  care.ss  and  favor  men  of  sentiments  as  heretical  as 
any  that  arc  known  among  us.  It  is  easy  to  show  that  old 
Hopkiiisians  are  farther  from  the  sentiments  of  these  ve- 


sion  as  will  tend  to  peace.  .And  wc  m  e  now  bound  to  |  nerahle  brethren,  than  any  other  class  in  the  church.  And 
look  after  it,  and  see  what  is  done  wiib  the  matter. —  |  vet  wc  know  that  some  ef  them  are  remarkably  in  favor, 
2.  Bv  petition  to  synod  and  tlicixc  to  this  -Asacmbly.  |  m^Philadelphia,  at  this  lime.  I  could  mention  instances. 


Ami  "3.  By  complaint.  It  is  a  proper  subject  of  com 
plaint.  There  is  a  little  confusion  in  our  revised  hook 
of  diseijolinc,  respecting  the  proper  subjects  of  eoin- 
plaiiil  and  appeal.  Hut  any  person  has  a  right  tocoiu- 
plaiii,  wlietlier  personally  conrerned  in  the  case  or  not. 
•And  ceitainly  these  brethren  have  a  right  to  complain, 
for  they  arc  conecriicd. 

There  arc  some  things,  that  fromtiicir  very  nature, 
cannot  pass  out  of  the  hands  of  the  lower  judicatories. 
For  in.stanec,  ordination.  And  yet  wc  have  precedents 
that  almost  reach  that.  In  fact  I  have  very  little  re¬ 
gard  for  prccedi-nts,  for  I  find  few  questions  in  which 
tlicre  arc  not  a  plenty  of  precedents  to  plead  on  each 
side,  and  equally  in  point.  I  once  know  a  man  exa¬ 
mined  here  on  the  subject  of  experimental  religion. — 
The  presbytery  had  rejected  him,  and  he  appealed  to 
the  .Assembly,  who  heard  his  story  about  his  religious 
experirnce,  tind  finally  gave  him  a  general  letter,  re- 
commcmiiiig  him  to  any  preshyteiy  that  would  receive 
him.  Another  man,  who  had  hcen  deposed  from  the 
ministry,  was  restored  by  (Jeneral  Assembly,  and  sent 
out  with  a  similar  proclamation. 

The  precedents  that  have  been  adduced  by  the  peli- 
tinner-s,  arc  sufficiently  in  point  for  the  purpose  for 
which  they  are  broiignt  forward,  which  i.s  simply  to 
show  that  the  Assembly  can  divide  a  preshyterj-.  They 
arc  not  in  point  fornnotlierpuiposo,  fo.shovv  iindcrwhat 
circumstances  we  can  interfere.  In  fact  these  are  ex¬ 
treme  cases,  which  wc  do  not  pretend  to  decide  by  rule. 
Otherwise  they  would  not  he  extreme  eases. 

Reference  has  been  had  to  the  quarrels  of  father 
Balch  and  father  Doak.  I  rememher  them  very  well. 
They  settled  in  Kentucky  when  the  country  was  new, 
and  their  talents  and  zeal  made  them  cntispicuons. — 
But  their  eonteiitions  were  without  cessation.  They 
began,  I  believe,  alsuit  psalmody.  .After  that,  each  of 
them  set  up  a  sort  of  academy  or  school,  and  these  be¬ 
came  rival  institutions,  and  increased  the  alienation. 
By  and  by,  father  Balch  came  on  to  the  north  to  obtain 
funds  for  his  academy,  and  returned  a  full  blooded 
Hopkinsian.  Then  the  flame  hurst  out,  and  raged,  un¬ 
til  finally  tliese  sentiments  were  condemned  by  the  sy¬ 
nod  as  heretical.  It  shews  the  utility  of  settling  (loc- 
tritial  questions  by  vote  of  a  majority.  I  wonder  how 
such  aqiie.stion  would  lie  decided  now. 

-As  t.i  the  expediency  of  the  division,  I  approach  the 
subject  wtlli  delicacy  mid  with  tender  feelings  for 
my  brethren  ;  hut  1  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
expedient;  with  the  admission  implied,  that  there  is 
something  wrong  in  the  court  liotow.  .And  I  do  it  with 
the  more  confidence  in  view  of  wliat  we  have  seen 
here,  in  some  things  that  I  witncs.scd  with  pain,  though 
I  confess  they  have  been  touclied  rather  rudely  by  some 
of  the  speakers.  For  iiiv  part,  when  1  !>.aw  such  things 
in  tlii.s  venerable  presbytery  of  Philadelphia,  1  confciAi 
I  felt  more  inclined,  if  I  could,  to  take  a  garment  and 
throw  over  my  shoulders,  and  cover  them  out  of  sight. 
I  love  .and  respect  these  brethren.  But  it  is  not  too 
much  to'say  that  they  arc  huni.an.  F.ven  the  amiable 
and  lielovcd  John  once  showed  such  a  temper,  that  our 
l.ord  said  to  him  and  his  brethren,  “  Yc  know  not  what 
manner  of  spirit  yc  are  of.”  And  honest  hearted  Pe¬ 
ter  was  so  nnrcasoiiable  on  a  certain  (K'casion,  that  the 
.Savior  said.  “Get  thee  behind  me,  Satan  ;  thou  art  an 
offence  unto  me.” 

I  have  liccn  pained  at  the  exhibitions  that  have  been 
made  here,  and  am  sure  there  must  he  something  wrong 
in  Philadelpliia.  I  know  a  little  by  experience,  ho.v 
things  apfiear  to  us  when  we  are  heated  by  controversy, 
how  mole  hills  rise  into  mountains,  and  mountains 
shrivel  into  mole  hills,  and  how  strange  all  this  appears, 
even  to  ourselves,  when  we  get  cool.  I  hope  my  bre¬ 
thren  will  SCO  this  before  they  die. 

I  b«-lievc  they  arc  Ixitli  wrong  in  some  degree,  and  I 
side  with  neither  of  them.  I  see  on  the  one  hand,  a 
rage  for  innovation,  and  a  “  philosophy,”  falsely  so 
called,  which  alarms  me.  I  sec  a  lilicrty  taken  with 
the  standards  of  our  ctiurch,  which  I  cannot  approve. 
•And  on  the  other  side,  1  see  a  rigidity  of  construction, 
which  I  equally  disapprove. 

A  smooth  and  tranquil  hike  reflects  from  its  glassy 
.surface,  (he  objects  on  its  banks  according  to  truth, 
like  a  perfect  mirror.  But  ruffle  it,  agitato  it,  and  you 
see  every  thing  crooked  and  distnrlird  into  a  thousand 
.shape.s.  Such  is  the  effect  of  controversy.  In  .-Jitcli  a 
slate  of  mind,  men  cannot,  (I  mean  moral  inahility,) 
they  cannot  see  things  a.s  they  are.  It  is  a  hard  thing 
for  even  veracious  inoii  to  tell  the  triilli  always. 

We  hear  a  great  deal  about  the  mother  pre.shytcry, 
and  motropolit.an  infiiience.  .And  one  of  the  advncales 
of  thu  synod  iiitiiiiatod,  that  the  true  object  of  the  pe¬ 
titioners  was,  to  obtain  a  share,  of  this  metropolitan  iii- 
fiiieticc.  Moderator,  where  am  I  ?  In  the  Presbyte¬ 
rian  ('liiirch.  lo  hear  alxinl  metropolitan  infiiieoce. — 
The  pyniHl  admit  that  this  is  the  hone  of  contention. 
Sir.  let  us  take  away  the  hone,  and  see  if  contention 
will  not  cease.  I  rememher  the  lime  when  it  was  held 
that  all  Pieshyferiaii  clergy  were  on  an  i-qiialily.  And 
tliis  was  understoixl  to  lie  Preshyterianisni.  And  now 
we  hear  aliont  metropolitan  influence.  I.et  iisljoiit  a 
stoTj  to  it  at  once,  before  it  takes  any  farther  st(;ps. 

Ill  Virginia,  notwitlistanding  we  have  dillereiit  son- 
limeiits  among  ns,  wc  have  lived  together  in  kiiidiiea.j. 
We  have  gone  on  many  a  long  year  without  one  jar¬ 
ring  string  in  oiir  harmony,  nut  I  am  sadly  afraitl 
that  day  is  pa.“t.  The  proceedings  that  have  gone  out 
from  this  city,  have  planted  ii4horn  in  my  pillow.  A\  c 
begin  already  to  hear  it  said,  “I  think,  brother,  such 
a  one  i.s  going  over  to  the  Old  Scluxil.”  Or,  “  Such  a 
one  seem.s  iiieliiiing  to  the  New  School.”  And  it  all 
conies  from  tlie  di.spiitcs  in  Pliiladelphia. 

Sir,  we  not  only  hear  about  metropolitan  iiifliicnce, 
but  w(*  are  told  of  central  coniiniltces,  and  correstwind- 
ing  commitlites,  and  the  machinery  of  pjiity  politics, 
yet  in  ojieratioii  in  oiir  lieloved  Presbyterian  t  hurcli. 
If  we  had  a  grand  jury  in  ecclesiastical  alfiiirs,  1  would 
present  tliestr  things  as  a  iinisaiicc  iu  the  ctiurch.  If 
these  ttiiiigi)  are  to  lie  coiitiiuied,  we  inorlerate  men 
must  not  only  lift  up  our  voice  in  reinonstraiicc  and 
rebuke,  hut  withdraw  our  support  from  institutions 
pr.iductive  ol  so  ii inch  mischief. 

I  was  pained  when  my  beloved  brother,  (Dr.  Blythe) 
alluded  to  the  divisioii-a'in  and  about  Boston.  AVill  he 
allege  tlie  errors  end  defections  of  the  Socinians  as 
anal.igons,  lo  what  is  found  here  among  our  brethren 
in  Philadelphia?  I  do  think  my  venerable  brother 
has  been  flighting  himself  in  a  dream,  and  he  wants 
now  to  frighten  all  the  rest  of  u«.  AVlieii  I  witness  the 
devoted  lives  and  1  he  ardent  prayers  of  my  brethren 
in  Pliiladelphia,  and  hear  about  the  blessing  of  God 
upon  their  labors,  in  the  salvation  of  so  man'V  precious 
souls,  as  the  seals  of  their  ministry,  can  I  compare 
them  with  the  cold  frozen  hearted  Arminians,  in  and 
around  Boston,  who  had  been  many  years  fast  asleep 
in  religion,  before  they  became  Unitarians? 

Look,  sir,  at  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Scotland. 
I  have  sometimes  tried  to  recollect  all  the  divisions,  so 
as  to  tell  how  many  sects  of  presbyterians  there  are 
there.  But  when  I  recollect  th«  names,  I  forget  the 


if  I  were  not  afraid  the  moderator  would  call  it  personality. 
With  the  known  regard  of  our  brethren  for  Jesos  Christ 
and  hi.s  c'lnrcli,  more  than  for  any  worldly  considerations, 
they  would  surely  leave  the  church,  with  all  its  endow¬ 
ments,  rather  than  remain  in  a  presbytery  ora  synod  of  he- 
relies.  They  do  not  believe  this  cry  of  heresy. 

.4  great  handle  has  been  made  of  the  phrase  “  elective 
affinity.”  Sir,  it  is  elective  affinity  that  peoples  heaven, 
and  makes  it  happy ;  and  the  misery  of  hell  is,  that  there 
all  the  jarring  conflicting  elements  of  the  universe  are 
brought  together. 

Shiloh  presbytery.  Mr.  Hall,  came  from  a  section  of  the 
ehurcli  where  harmony  and  peace  prevail.  Ho  had  kept 
his  mind  free  from  bias,  and  open  lo  conviction  by  what 
he  should  hear  ;  like  that  smooth,  unruffled  lake,  which 
had  been  so  beatitiflilly  described  by  the  venerable  father 
from  Va.,  so  that  it  may  receive  impressions  only  accord¬ 
ing  lo  truth.  This  complaint  is  not  about  oppression,  or 
slander,  or  heresy.  But  the  General  Assembly,  according 
to  the  power  it  has,  instructed  the  synod  to  divide  the 
presbytery  in  such  a  way  as  to  promote  peace.  The  com¬ 
plaint  is,  that  this  lias  not  been  done.  If  they  had  done  it, 
is  it  not  evident  that  a  great  deal  of  unpleasant  feeling, 
and  unholy  strife,  would  have  been  saved  ?  In  that  view, 
the  complaint  is  certainly  well  grounded. 

I  have  been  here  two  or  three  weeks,  and  heard  how 
this  business  is  talked  from  house  to  house.  I  have  been 
in  this  presbytery,  and  listened  to  its  debates.  And  I  per¬ 
ceive  that  some  of  its  valuable  members  are  entirely  with¬ 
drawn  from  its  counsels.  The  speeches  we  have  heard 
against  them  here  arc  a  specimen  of  the  speeches  made 
there.  And  so,  to  .save  their  feelings  from  perpetual  la¬ 
ceration,  they  w  ithdrew.  And  thus  their  influence  is  im¬ 
paired,  and  their  energies  are  crifipled.  But  divide,  and  give 
these  brethren  a  presbytery  by  themselves,  and  then  the 
strife  will  no  longer  be  for  a  majority  in  presbytery,  but 
a  strife  which  shall  do  most  for  the  salvation  of  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  souls  in  this  great  city. 

Mississipfi  presbytery,  Mr.  George  Potts.  I  feel  that  I 
shiiuld  not  do  my  duty  to  myself  or  to  my  constituents,  if 
I  did  not  give  my  views  on  this  subject.  I  wish  to  speak 
kindly,  but  I  must  speak  freely.  To  borrow  a  classic 
phrase  used  by  a  gentleman  yesterday,  I  want  to  disgorge 
myself,  and  then  I  think  I  shall  feel  better.  I  believe  ihoie 
is  some  rea.son  to  apprehend  that  some  of  the  petitioners 
before  yon  have  never  been  consulted  at  all.  There  is  one 
church  included  in  this  petition,  which,  as  I  am  informed, 
has  never  been  nonsuited,  and  they  have  never  given  My 
intimations  of  a  wish  to  be  transferred  to  this  new  pros* - 
terv. 

VVe  are  all  for  peace.  But  we  pursue  peace  by  different 
w-ays.  Some  think  to  pursue  and  promote  peace,  by  suavi¬ 
ty  and  gentleness,  and  lenity  towards  error.  Others  seek 
it  in  the  way  of  purity,  and  uniformity  of  sentiment  on  all 
essential  points.  To  this  latter  class  I  hope  I  belong. 

Mv  apprehensions  of  the  inroads  of  error  and  heresy  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church  are  such,  that  I  cannot  con.sent, 
by  this  division,  to  throw  down  one  of  the  firmest  barriers 
that  exists  in  the  chnreli.  VVe  hear 'hat  this  is  not  adoc- 
trinal  division,  or  a  doctrinal  union.  There  is  one  doctrine 
however,  in  which  the  petitioners  all  agree.  They  hold  it 
unlawful  for  a  presbytery  to  examine  a  minister  or  a  licen¬ 
tiate  coming  from  another  body.  And  is  not  this  a  doc¬ 
trine  ?  Not  strictly  a  point  in  theology  indeed,  hut  a  doc¬ 
trinal  sentiment  of  great  importance  to  the  preservation  of 
the  purity  of  the  church. 

I  view  it  to  be  a  most  critical  period  in  the  church.  Al¬ 
though  there  may  not  be  heresy  now  in  our  church,  yet 
we  may  be  adopting  measures  that  will  hereafter  promote 
and  favor  the  propagation  of  heresy  among  us. 

You  are  asked  now  to  do  an  unprecedented  act,  and  I 
verily  believe  an  iinlawfld  and  a  dangerous  act.  And  I  do 
beseech  my  fathers  and  brethren  not  to  do  an  act,  which 
we  may  not,  but  which  those  who  come  after  ns,  will  deep¬ 
ly  rue. 

VVe  know  what  the  ecclesiastieal  politics  of  these  men 
are.  What  is  it,  that  has  set  the  whole  Presbyterian 
church  ill  a  flame  ?  Is  it  the  innovation  of  these  new  men, 
that  have  come  among  us  to  tell  us  what  presbyterianism 
is?  Or  is  it  the  stout  hearted  firmness  of  the  fathers,  who 
have  grown  old  in  the  service  of  the  church  ? 

I  think  we  ought  rather  to  try  some  other  way.  Wo 
ought  lo  investigate  this  m'atler  lo  its  bottom,  and  search 
out  its  causes,  and  root  them  out  of  the  church  ;  and 
not  skim  over  the  sore  on  the  surface.  Depend  upon  it,  if 
yon  heal  it  superficially,  you  will  have  lo  tear  it  open, 
again  and  again. 

You  may  think  lo  aid  the  views  of  the  synod  on  the  con¬ 
stitutional  points,  by  proceeding  immediately  to  the  divis¬ 
ion.  But  from  niy  connection  and  n(N;uainrance,  in  this 
city,  I  know  the  contrary.  The  synod  will  never  yield  their 
views.  They  will  fiirce  x-oii  to  meet  the  constitutional 
question,  in  its  naked  form 

Bethel  presliylerv.  Mr.  Davits.  Because  I  am  in 
a  sqiall  minority  in  this  house,  as  appears  probable,  I  wish 
to  lift  mv  voice  in  a  cause  which  it  is  not  likely-  either  I  or 
the  presbytery  to  w  hich  I  belong,  will  long  continue  lo  con¬ 
tend  foi  on  tills  floor.  I  have  been  particularlv  instructed 
by  my  presbytery  lo  make  known  their  sentiments  here, 
respecting  the  stale  of  the  chnrch.  J  was  sent  here  to 
pursue  peaceable  measures  in  all  lliin^Aif  I  could  do  it  ron- 
scienlioiisly  and  constiliitionallv,  VA'^^annot  sustain  that 
complaint.  The  case  is  essentially  dfrerent  from  the  one 
which  came  before  the  synod.  And  veil  have  been  told 
by  an  important  member  of  the  synod,  (Dr.  Msirtin,)  that 
the  reason  v  hv  he  voted  against  the  division,  was  that 
these  names  were  included,  of  persons  who  did  not  wish  fo 
be  set  off.  Y.au  cannot  make  ii.s  back-woods-men  believe 
that  23  and  13  are  the  same.  And  if  yon  sustain  the 
complaint,  von  do  sav  so.  .And  we  shall  tell  the  worlcl  that 
you  maintain  that  which  is  false,  and  they  will  sec  and  be¬ 
lieve  that  it  is  so.  They  will  not  understand  this  splitting 
of  hairs,  though  vouched  by  learned  jurists  and  polished 
doctors  of  divinity. 

It  is  idle  lo  talk  of  not  censuring  the  synod.  If  you  sus¬ 
tain  this  complaint,  you  do  censure  the  svn.od,  when  they 
have  done  nothing  wrong.  I  would  have  done  as  they  dici . 
It  w  ill  be  lelt  as  a  censure.  It  will  be  regarded  as  a  party 
measure,  and  will  he  trumpeted  as  a  party  triumph. 

If  the  constitution  is  to  he  trampled  on  in  this  way,  we 
shall  not  appear  here  much  h.iiger.  We  will  bear  our 
Northern  brethren  as  long  as  they  will  bear  the  constitu¬ 
tion.  But  if  they  step  over  the  barriers  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  we  will  rise  in  a  mass,  .and  hear  it  no  longer. 

Hopewell  presbytery.  Mr.  Hoyt.  I  am  habitually 
opposed  lo  divisions,  nn  slight  grounds.  I  came  into  this 
house  on  Monday  strongly  inclined  against  this  request. 
But  before  sunset  I  was  convinced  the  division  was  the 
only  measure  that  could  meet  the  difficulty.  And  I  was 
convinced,  not  so  tiiucli  by  the  argunicnls  of  the  petition¬ 
ers,  as  by  the  spirit  with  which  the  statements,  and  argii- 
ineiit.s,  and  accusations  of  the  other  side  were  made  here. 

As  to  the  alarm  at  the  south  which  the  brother  last  up 
has  spoken  of,  I  live  far  to  the  south,  in  Georgia,  and  we 
are  there  free  from  religious  controversies  and  alarms. 
And  sir,  I  hnd  rather  have  every  other  excitement  that 
exists  among  us.  I  had  rather  have  nullification  and  all  that 
follows  it,  than  lo  have  the  fire  of  this  controversy  go 
among  that  ardent  people.  It  must  be  stopped.  I  wish 
the  synod  had  done  if,  for  mv  mind  labors  somewhat  on 
the  constilutional  question.  But  what  is  the  meaning  of 
the  words  in  our  book,  “determine  snd  issue ?”  Is  not  to 
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•‘  icsiip  «  lo  «p>ilp  .p  .«•  j  k  w  fn  >  rloso  ?  Then  Dr.  Blythe,  of  Lexington,  Ky.  This  committee,  he  ho-  on  this  door  that  more  deeply  regrets  some  of  these  peculiari-  Itefore  them  ;  hut  that  no  division  ought  to  be  made,  portance  to  our  fathers,  whether  they  paid  two  pence  On  application  of  the  synod  of  Illinois,  a 

be.  t  judgment.  fieorina  It  is  consent  that  this  new  presbytery  should  be  formed  upon  RJ™  who  have  adopted  j  assembly  to  divide  the  Presbytery  not  by  question  that  gave  a  moral  sublimity  lo  the  throwing  called  by  the  same  name. 

to^*‘,^eat^Tem''ex*c^^^^^^^^^^  ?he  plan  proposed. .  '^hefoLJion  of  a  presb, top  ffiVhT-i  -  •/ S'.d.  geoWical  lines  butL  the  principle  of  ••eLf^  overboard  of  a  few  chests  of  tea  in  Bosmn  harbor.  Ifi 

cLorSn  so^thtn^a^ra  controrersv  in  the  Pres-  on  the  eloct.vc  affinity  scheme,  will  be  the  signal  for  war  men^menof /aitk  and  of  prayer ,  men,  ^hoeem^A^i,  aceom-  tty,"  by  desigr.atiuK  certain  pastors  and  churclieB  xvho  not  it  will  be  seen  that  this  decision  ha,  affected  WESTKRM  RESERVE 

bvterian  Zrrh  it  ^  one  of  the  most  intelligent  in  the  Have  yon  not  in  your  own  Assembly  all  this  mixture  of  pantedjmtk  tke  powerful  inf  nonce,  of  tke  Holy  oLt.  It  is  shall  compoae  a  new  Presbytery.  The  parties,  that  is  Mr  R  J.  Bbeckenridob  moved  for  a  citt 

k  'tAik»n.  the  seat  of  our  university,  doctrines?  Why  then  establish  on  elective  affinity  only  enough  for  me  that  they  posses,  the  spirit  of  my  Master.  lean  the  Synod  and  the  complamaiits  have  apiienred  before  ‘he  church  in  about  as  many  poinU  as  the  revolution  has  .  -  .  „  *  i 

^  d  in  Philadelphia  ?  _ .u...™.  r„._  x  u  w  r.t'£  *  n  »k?.  •1'?"^'??  us  by  their  respective  advocates  or  maniigers,  and  two  I  affected  the  nation.  synod  of  the  W  estern  Reserve,  to  answer  1 


i,  a  new  synod 
Missouri,  and 
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state,  or  any  where,  at  Athens,  ti  _ 

AoA  m.'^BmTf  i?  conifnued  anothei7e«^^^  ele^We  lffinhy,"a^d  ifaSl  no  w7h rr7ranmher™The'’re  jl"'''  N7wTESil\rd7i^\7e7«rf  o?7he  ^  Ihe™  I  nS  nTremfrr“rs7m^^^  '"“■The  drsion  has  been  made  under  such  circumstances.  Assembly,  charges  of  “common  rumor”  in  regard  to 

the  south.  It  is  now  confined  to  minister-,  Kaye  seen  Vounc  men  who  have  not  been  a  monlh  out  *I®ve  no  time  nor  heart  to  compare  notes  on  these  con-  JJ®®"  *  *^*1*1**}**  ^**^^  ^^**  .u-t  it  clearlv  shows  what  w  ralleH  the  H;«h  rKiir/.h  Ihc  reception  or  ordination  of  mimsters  Without  adopt- 

Ys.v  s.rvsttoe...  .  nlpiitv  of  papefs,  uod  Iiamphleis,  and  we  hat  e  seen  young  men,  woo  nave  noi  orcu  u  monin  out  troversial  subjecto.  Allusion  has  been  made  to  Roctom  It  is  been  characterized  by  invective,  vituperation  and  u  want  “  clearly  shows  what  is  called  the  High  Church*  ,  .  *  .  ......  ,  »  .  ■  av 

dMuLienls^  on"his  subject.  But  it  will  get  among  the  of  the  seminary  “‘  Andover,  and  had  ne  r  *«"  «•“">  the  city  of  my  nativity,  and  within  five  mile,  of  it,  I  have  of  (Kristian  charity  and  forbearance  wliicli  are  truly  party  to  be  effectually  and  permanently  put  down.  The  “*o  ‘•‘®  confession  of  faith,  and  also  in  suffering  the 

Sic,'  if  no"  'speediljj  crushed  here.  Sii,  Urn  of  .no  ;|-„®h';‘®;;7^tVout7monJ  ou7pr!Ste7er.t"fhe"  WeTu  ?X.!‘Sitin'TiarheT;;U^^^^  “f «®"®‘“'  -‘®®  -"‘""“"‘of  “>«  pre.by.erian  church  is  ch-ches  to  remain  destitute  of  ruling  elders.  A  dis- 

schoolorparty  .n^^tlus^7<jrch-^^.d^7^  One  young  man  told  me  in  my  own  house  that  he  was  sent  lie  would  visit  it  now.  He  told  u,  that  he  knew  hut  one  minis-  iLud^  teparntion  ;  7nd  T^rno^riid clearly  against  them.  Their  intolerant  measures  in  Phila-  cussion  took  place,  of  which  I  have  some  notes,  m 

‘''®.,°'7‘’ * '*''V'7^o  lhe”7rdIrneVb^ffiV3d7J^^*7'"  ■•»%"<*  d*cn  plan  propo^l  by  the  coiiii.lairants;  th^  delphia  have  recoiled  in  full  force  upon  their  own  heads,  which  much  information  was  brought 

body,  before  I  will  be  compelled  to  become  a  partisan  Missionary  Society  sent  him  out  to  George-  *"?  evangelical  episcopalians,  who  preach  the  glorious  gos-  ple  of  affinity.  Ihe  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia  contains  They  professed,  last  year,  that  the  majority  which  appear-  ‘"ff  ‘hat  the  irregularities  of  that  synod  had  arisen 

‘'M^rllTruling  elder,  said  be  was  a  stranger,  and  ‘«>«n.  m  Kv  J^h>j“ts‘%7ke7"y77m  pVti^olT ^^0" S  o7r  'cot^iom ‘U*  ®‘'  •''®"'-  “"■»  ®“-®‘*  ^r.  Beman  into  the  chair,  »i‘h  those  churches  under  the  care  of  the  synod  of 

Cline  in  only  on  Monday,  but  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  use  "J^® ^  very  resp’ecmble  young  man,  and  so  of  dmri^e7but7h7TcTl^unu"e?i7the^  ^?'^ve  ThJ  ?Vl'“‘«h  of  business  would  be  promoted  by  a  “"<*  released  Mr.  Barnes  from  their  hands,  was  an  acci-  Pt^burg,  which  has  now  lodged  a  complaint  on  the 

what  little  influence  he  might  have  in  sustaining  the  same  j  aacertain,  of  sound  theological  association 'of  ministers  to  which  I  belona  and  have  beion^ed  and  without  iniputing  more  blaine  to  dental  majority,  and  was  made  up  chiefly  of  young  men  subject,  and  that  they  were  fast  going  out  of  use.  In- 

objecl  with  his  beloved  pastor,  who  opinions.  And  we  are  very  glad  to  get  such  men  among  for  20  years,  cousi^iu  of  16  ministers;  and  though  wo  differ  iL^dvltlrreennri^  ‘Incases,  truly  represent  the  sente  of  their  stead  of  a  citation  therefore,  the  synod  were  directed 

is  the  first  time,  and  will  probably  be  the  last,  that  1  will  Rqi  all  this  procedure  is  directly  contrary  lo  our  book  *””'<*^1**1  in  our  views,  I  can  truly  say,  that  an  unkind  word  ^‘^nesseu  it,  that  irreconcilable  di^ntion  exists  among  ok.*-..;  a..i.  i  r  .u  it*  l  moL.- *  •  •  al  a  i  r  au  u-i  •  a 

ever  address  the  General  Assembly,  as  ray  stay  here  must  jig^lpline,  Anmlicr  was  sent  to  the  3d  church  in  Lex-  *“  uttered  in  my  hearing,  and  I  believe  an  unkind  memliers  of  that  Presbytery.  The  Synod  is  opposed  presbyteries.  At  the  close  of  the  session,  therefore,  they  ‘o  make  inquiries  on  the  state  of  the  presbyteries  and 

necessarily  be  extremely  limited.  I  belong  to  both  schools,  ?  .  _  3|gQ  a  frontier  settlement?  Who  shall  imvcr  indulged.  We  know  how  good  and  How  to  the  plan  of  dividing  by  and  ii  there  must  be  determined  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  rallv*  and  make  a  report  to  next  Assembly  on  these 

so  far  as  f  understand  the  subject.  I  i.old  to  predestina-  -  ^  guarantee,  that  another  elective  affinity  presby-  together  in  unity.  Sir,  I  a  division, "they  insist  it  shall  be  by  geographical  lines ;  whole  strenc-th  of  their' party  for  the  next  meetiniT  subiects 

tion  in  all  iu  extent,  and  that  I  understand  to  be  old  f.  „  „.:il  .k- game  ?  A  committee  would  leave  out  ,  •’‘’‘"■  ‘•'at  has  reminded  me  of  days  wliirh  would  secure  a  predominance  of  the  present  nia-  .  *  , ,  •  f  next  meeting,  J 

school.  And  I  bold  to  the  free  agency  of  man  m  all  its  „fl;”„,i„effiature  in  the  resolution.  to  fgeTLd^'VeneraWe  joritv  in  eaeli  of  the  new  Myteriea  confident  that  it  would  give  the  voice  of  the  church  in  The  subject  of  Foreign  Missions  is  made  the  order 

extent,  and  that  I  understand  to  be  new  school.  So  that  I  g  „„  of  the  destruction  of  the  in  the  land  where  I  received  my  thcolo^cal  eZeation  Sir  ^"®  complain  of  oppression  by  the  majority;  support  of  their  plans.  Accordingly,  they  appointed  a  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  morning, 

may  properly  consider  myself,  as  I  like  lo  do,  as  belonging  Church,  though  he  deprecated  the  evils  of  «  love  even  the  brovge  of  the  country  of  John  Knox.  Ire-’  and  whether  that  charge  la:  welj-founded  or  not,  we  have  Central  Committee  at  Philadelphia,  and  Corresponding  Several  memorials  on  the  subiect  of  corresDOndence 

to  both  schools.  .  these  courses.  He  had  seen  the  e.\trcmes  of  opinion,  and  “P®c*  *''*•*  ibeproiufice*  of  the  land  of  cakes,  and  I  can  assure  full  reason  to  believe  tliat  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia  if  p  „r  ,k„  r  ,k  -.i  »k  o  •  ™ 

It  has  been  said  that  this  is  not  the  same  complaint,  and  ^  ^  reaction ;  and  lie  expected  it  would  be  so  'oerablc  fathers,  that  if  they  would  only  visit  our  sec-  uncontrolled  will  not  divide  that  Presbytery  at  all ;  or  il  ‘^cmmi  tees  in  mo  t  of  the  synods,  for  the  express  pur-  with  the  Congregationahsts  of  New  F.ngland  ;  the  As- 

so  not  the  same  case,  that  was  '•cfoie  the  synod.  But  the.  During  the  disclosures  of  the  last  year  or  two,  he  country  they  would  see  no  portion  of  our  highly  favor-  they  do,  it  will  lie  done  in  such  a  manner  as  will  not  re-  pose  of  securing  a  General  Assembly  suited  to  their  pur-  seinbly  have  resolved  that  no  change  in  the  terms  of 

parlies  properly  before  us  are  the  majority  and  minority  of  j  j  several  worthy  men,  who  had  heretofore  store  peace  and  harmony  in  that  section  of  the  church,  pose.  Rumor  says,  too,  that  large  sums  of  raonev  were  this  corresoondcnce  is  exnedienl  at  nre«.„t  So  thnt 

......a...,  A,.,.,.. ...... 


affected  the  nation. 


Mr.  R.  J.  Bbeckenbidob  moved  for  a  citation  to  the  . 
synod  of  the  Western  Reserve,  to  answer  before  next 


iKy.  Why 


,  V  .c  .  ,  tcntion  turned  to  inese  uisiio:.uic.,  anu  nc  uou  seen  inem  uui  iwisnea  to  near  my  testimoiiv  to  g-ood  old  Scotek  divtnitv,  -  ... 

not  only  competent  to  ask,  but  this  house  is  competent  to  defence  ““d  to  the  piety,  ortkodozy,  and  zeal  of  my  New-Eugland  an‘  section  of  our  clmrcii ;  and  bv  angry  publications,  ‘ant  presbyteries.  At  any  rate,  they  were  full  of  confi-  A  discussion  of  an  interesting  character  is  now  go- 

grant,  something  different  from  what  was  then- proposed,  Jp  ,[  according  to  our  standards.  brethren.  I  love  them  all,  and  I  hope  to  meet  them  all  in  Hea-  and  uncandid  ex-jiarle  Blatei.ieiits,  the  disease  is  Ijeginiiing  dence  up  to  the  time  that  the  assembly  met:  but  they  iiio- on  resoectintr  a  naatnral  letter  to  the  rhnreho.  He 

as  the  final  determination  of  this  cose.  We  iinHcrsiand  in  ”  r  A.k.e.  said  ihe  e,.„  ’'®"-  S"- hef«™  J  down,  suffer  me  to  say,  with  due  defer-  to  he  disseminated  Ihioiighoiit  our  whole  church.  It  is  k„..„  „;,k  1  •  j  pvcHngapasioraiieiierioinecnurcnes,ae- 

law,  ax  well  as  ill  ecclesiastical  proceedings,  that  “  issue  Col. /dimplrin,  of  Alhen. ,  Ga.  s  ‘7®““®  m  this  venernhle  body,  that  if  errora  do  exist  in  the  pres-  in  mv  view  an  extreme  care  of  danger,  which  walls  for  the  i"®*  '"deed.  *tgncd  to  correct  the  alleged  irregularities  of  revivals, 

means  lo  bring  it  to  a  close,  not  to  send  il  back  to  die  narrowed  j®  j*  '  c*rffinX^h7n7ve'r  of  feCdrstsTo'!’  in  mvTH^r'„7",h‘'  1"'  ‘''®k'“*‘  inter'position  of  this  highest  judicatory  of  our  church.  But  »»«  ‘hev  have  found  a  full  and  overwhelming  ma-  The  subject  w.as  introduced  by  Dr.  Green.  His  first 

lower  trihimal  The  complaint  ^  [h®  ^  tL"  onl7?.-.ffin”7o w^T, 7b Therrmust  1.  fouml  a  remedy  for  ‘1>- ®-l.  But  it  has  jority  opposed  .0  their  mode  of  construing  and  executing  resolution  was  withdrawn.  The  whole  subject  was 

fore_the  supieri  j  ,  ^  and  we  are  new  presbytery  shall  be  formed  directly  by  this  Assembly.  ?*“  ®f ‘h®  "dvice  of  an  age*  niinistor,  when  consulted  on  the  heeij  conteprled  on  the  part  of  the  Syiiotj,  that  by  the  con-  the  book  of  discipline.  After  a  discussion  of  a  whole  laidonthctable,tillafterthereportoathcstatcofre- 

profession.  It  comes  before  US  in  Us  to/allty,  anew  e  are  ' /f  J  .  {  •  p  •  /  /  ■  best  way  of  suppresaine  the  errors  of  the  times.  He  renlied.  sUtiitlon  of  our  church,  the  power  of  dividing  Presbyte-  ,  1.1  .  .  .  .v  j-  “‘"i*  m®  *talc  01  re- 

nol  limited  to  the  consideration  of  anyone  point  which  may  An  -  believe  thc^  majoritv  would  eve  ‘h®”>  down— prny  them  down — lire  themdovm.  ries  is  exjiressly  assigned  lo  the  Synods  ;  that  there  is  no  '*'®®*‘i  ■"Ot®  ®i>l®i  I  venture  to  say,  than  ever  occurred  in  hgiou  should  be  read,  in  the  hope  that  a  sufficient  ex- 

Iiave  been  decided  in  the  miiirt  beffiw  “nt "to  let  the  case  go  out  of  their  hands.  He  never  -  ®*Pf®“  P®,wer  conferred  0.1  Uiis’liody  to  divide  a  Pres-  this  country,  or  in  any  country,  by  an  assembly  comptis-  pression  of  the  Assembly’s  views  would  be  found  in 

it  1  a  b7m  'ct  arer’.r;  e  go" erhim":r<Vffie  United  had  known  a  majority,  in  any  del^rative  assembly,  le-  SUBSTANCE  OF  JUDGE  Pa^ATTS  OPINION  'wer  [  ‘“exclusTe  ffir  U^obtr  4  stS^  t>>at document.  Yours  truly,  Joshua  Lbav.tt. 

States.  Butwh'ereintl.isb.mUdov«ufindasi„thecon-  ^  Delivered  in  the  Czeneral  AseemUj,  in  the  rncUter  of  cnmb.ned,  than  any  assembly  of  divines  that  ever  met ;  - 

slitiition  of  the  U.  S.  the  restricting  ®7!l’  or  as^a  motion  if  tliev  wish  it  ^  ’  dividing  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia.  to  as?^iishing  a  rule  of  construction ;  and  the  principle  ‘h®y  find  a  majority  of  near  eighty  votes  against  them.  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CONVENTION 

^hTsUte""  ?>> ’‘Sii^'r®-"  to-onrbody  does'*  not  ne-  j„d,e  pL,  formerly  ofNew  York,  now  of  Plattsburgh.  {^‘^eSum  of7,o7er  i^e'^rgr^  7“"’  T  """  The  assemblage  (iC  superintendents  and  teach- 

cessarily  preclude  another  txKly  in  ‘7  '““J™®  eertaffi  N?  P®f'^7  “7”''®  '®“'’®®' ‘h®  mover  of  1  sincerely  regret  thaflhe^reslmerrwluchl^Sre^^  reserved;  so  thit  the  consUtiited^authorities  can  n(ft  ''®‘®d ‘h®^  down.  The  members  from  Philadelphia  synod  ers,  lO  take  into  Consideration  the  proposed  COn- 

[rer"7;u7re7iver  mrS  ov^rreme  pardclrr  Mov":^  r^ev^ed  ";rs7;,  amf  i?^  occurs  soLrlf  on  the  roll ;  and  iLt^myo^iiLS^  rightfully  exerctre  any  jrawers  no.  s^  amounted  to  th.rty-s.x.  of  whom  two,  at  least,  would  have  vention,  VVaS  numerously  attended  by  delegates 

place  or  class  of  offences,  the  higher  court  may  still  enjoy  ,ecmed  friend.  And  1  am  proud  to  say  it.  And  the  sound  ‘'*® '’®“®^‘ of  hearing  the  vener^le  My  judgment  d^s  not  at  cord  with  this  arguinent.  The  voted  with  the  majority.  So  that  even  if  the  respondents  from  a  larpe  number  of  States,  and  the  prospects 

co-ordinate  jurisdiction  over  the  same.  It  does  not  follow  ^  proposition  for  a  committee  of  pacification  charms  he7rd7iffi'™^nfiH  ^  “1'’®  deference.  "o^tLffis^n  exprearr^^^^  ''®®"  Po'^hted  to  vote  in  their  own  case,  there  would  ol  a  happv  result  to  the  Cause  of  truth  and  know- 

therefore  that  the  Assembly  cannot  create  or  divide  pres-  ...  ..j  m,  l„.r,  B..  ,1,.  [  “  Si";,".  S H  ™  ISTS  I”."  ■  .hi,,,.  And  ,l„^  Icte,  are'  cdMainl,  very  tollerina. 

srr-""”'  . . . .  ,hr,h-,  h..n  „nv.„i.„h..h.i.Jn.,„  me  b^.i,e  epp»ie.- 

It  is  a  sound  and  universal  rule  of  construction,  that  [gg  bo  selected  so  as  to  represent  fully  all  the  various  '’®J''®‘'‘d’-® .  Jiatriarch  of  the  church  was  much  mistaken  ®®“>  ^'hi®'>  ‘h®  pre-existiiig  and  ro-exislmg  state  go\-  p,,,  the-purpose  of  procuring  a  majority  to  suit  their  views,  flieill  of  Mr,  Tomlinson,  of  New  York,  as  chair- 

where  any  powers  arc  granted,  all  the  other  powers  are  parties  and  views.  There  is  a  great  dwersity  an.or^  us.  Svno.‘7?  ZTaS The  firm  and  deliberate  manner  in  which  the  Assembly  man,  and  Mr.  Campbell, of  Washinrrton  city,  and 

implied,  that  are  necessary  to  carry  this  one  into  effect.  And  even  if  tt  were  done,  there  would  be  the  same  diver-  wti'ct' exist  in  the  bynor  of  Philadeliihia  were  not  local;  mem,  a  strict  nue  oi  construction  ought  to  nave  been  up  a,  .  •  .  r  a-  Mr  Bvron  of  New  York  as  spereffirles  After 

The  General  Assembly  has  the  power  of  siiperintending  siivin.hecommit.ee.  And  instead  of  reporting  in  one  0‘h®rPresbvter.e8and  Synotlswere  eqimllycon-  phed,  even  if  there  h.id  been  no  express  reserva  ton  of  caned  their  determinations  into  full  effect,  ..s  another  By ron  Ot  JNew  Y orh,  ^ 

the  concerns  of  the  whole  church.  What  is  this  superin-  hour,  he  did  not  believe  they  would  be  able  to  agree  upon  and  distracted  by  the  same  causes  which  had  here  I'P'®®''®  not  specifically  granted.  But  as  applicable  to  a  evidence  of  their  decided  conviction  of  right.  Such  men  “  Pt^^yer  lor  the  blessin,^  of  the  Almi..,ht_V,  and 

tending?  It  is  something  more  than  merely  looking  on,  anv  report  at  all.  And  they  would  come  at  the  end  of  the  pr^uced  such  alarming  evils.  I  came  here  uncommit-  smgle  consolidated  government  for  all  the  general  p.ir-  as  those  who  were  in  the  majoritv  would  not  have  done  ”‘egm<ianceolhtsHolySpint,themeetin^rpro- 

or  inquiring,  so  as  lo  ascertain  or  know  that  Such  and  such  hoiii,  and  ask  an  extension  of  the  time.  And  finally  they  ‘®d>  ^‘>d  I  b°pe  "'“bout  prejudice,  except  that  I  have  from  po^s  appertaining  to  sovereign  power,  I  understand  the  ,  .  .  ...  ,k  i  '.’j  k.  u  ■  i  ceetled  first  to  record  the  names  of  the  members, 

is  the  state  of  the  church,  or  of  different  portions.  It  ,vo„ld  only  present  a  divided  report.  Such  a  course  would  mfancy  to  the  present  moment  cherished  a  profound  and  rule  to  be  reversed  ;  so  that  all  powers  not  eiprewfy  rc-  this,  tf  there  had  been  any  the  least  doubt  on  their  minds,  ^yp^e  about  100  in  number  beside  a  larffC 

must  imply  the  power  of  doing  whatever  is  needful  for  the  |q  exasperated  feelings  already  visible  in  the  reajvect  for  that  reverend  father. — In  my  mind,  hy  implicanon  :  and  such  has  lx?en  the  rule  whether  they  were  doing  right.  The  tone  and  temper  in  occorviKUrrck  nP  (I:>niolo  itkonlkortM  *  A  Gor  cs^mo  Hia 

church,  to  carry  into  effect  the  object  for  which  it  is  con-  bouse.  He  wished  we  were  in  a  better  temper  to  decide.  *“■!  F>®‘.v,  wisdom  and  real  dignity  ot  ministerial  cha-  of  instruction  applte^®  “Hour  sffite  constitutions.  which  thev  generally  expressed  themselves,  in  givine  their  '  •  *  ^-.k  *i  .  .1  •  iI.  r  k 

stitiiicH  a  church.  It  is  not  a  more  nominal  supervision,  pjjj  ii  was,  he  believed  il  best  to  go  on  and  finish  the  t*®-t'tor  have  long  been  identified  with  the  name  of  Doctor  constitution  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  *^k  ^  su*  *k  j  •  r  ■  u  j  CUSSii'n  With  rc^Jird  to  Ihc  rights  of  persons  who 

but  a  power  lo  regulate,  lo  divide  churches  or  prrsbyto-  case  and  have  it  out  of  the  way.  Grrccn,  and  his  conduct  and  deportment  on  the  present  >^8  formed  by  delegates  appointed  by  the  r’l^tons,  snowed  that  they  were  not  it  as  heated  meetinpr*  not  hein^  teachers  io 

ries,  wnerever  tliere  is  sufficient  cause  for  the  Assembly  s  Judge  Bnynrd^  of  Princeton,  N.  J.  The  question  is,  occasion  has  been  jierfectly  consistent  with  his  long  esla-  Presbyteries.  The  objects  ^^ere  to  organize  the  various  partizans,  but  as  Christians,  called  to  the  solemn  duty  of  schools  SUCh  ffentlemen  tV'Cre  bv  resolution  invi- 

interfering.  The  Assembly  also  is  charged  vyith  the  duty  Avhelhcr  this  house  shall  at  once  determine,  by  its  own  hlishcd  character  as  a  gentleman  and  a  Christian.  jtidicatories  of  our  church,  for  the  orderly  admiiiistration  *Hj„rficaiing  an  important  question  in  the  church  of  our  fed  lo  fake  seats  it)  thc  convention  •  /this  resolu- 

of  suppressing  disputations  and  contentions  in  the  church,  auikoritv  who  shall  be  members  of  the  new  presbytery.  I  f®cl  cuustrained  liowrever  to  say  that  some  of  the  liti-  dt*®tpi*“®  and  for  the  promotion  of  peace  and  purity  iii  ...  -j  ki  .■  r  .1  ■  •  .*  1  *  1  k  .i  ’  '  ♦  1  ■ 

How  is  this  to  be  done?  These  things  arc  not  tangible  He  hoped  not,  he  hoped  it  would  be  committed,  and  some  l-ttrt'®®  during  the  discussions  which  we  have  heard,  ‘h®  ®hur®h-  In  the  General  Assembly  is  vested  supreme  L”™-  A  very  considerable  portion  of  the  minority  were  tion,  as  explained  by  the  mover,  WaS  not  desiirn- 

ohjecls,  on  which  you  can  put  your  hands  and  lay  them  course  hit  upon,  bv  which  thc  thing  might  be  done  in  a  have  descended  to  a  style  of  bitter  invective  and  biting  ?PP®|I»‘®  Ppwer,  and  the  general  superiiiteiidence  over  the  in  favor  of  having  the  presbytery  divided,  and  according  to  ed  fO  constitute  them  members  of  the  COnven- 

out  of  the  way,  like  a  nuisance  in'the  street.  They  must  concdialory  way.  We  appeal  to  the  magnanimity,  to  the  sarc.asm,  imbittered  by  insinuation  and  innuendo,  which  '“ferior  judicatories.  Express  power  U  given  to  all  per-  the  prayer  of  thc  petitioners.  You  will  see  that  there  tion.) 

be  suppressed  by  the  moral  action  of  this  body,  bearing  charity  of  the  house.  We  are  willing  thc  thing  should  be  does  not  accord  with  my  taste,  and  which  in  my  judg-  fons  interested  or  aggrieved  by  any  procedure  of  the  „„:„„,k„.k  jkj  Resnliilions  were  nassed  direclintr  various 

upon  the  minds  of  men.  If  this  division  is  necessary  to  rtc„e.  But  we  ffidieve  it  unconstitmional  to  be  done  in  ment  was  unsuited  to  the  place  and  the  occasion,  dneof  jud'catones  to  come  here  for  hearing  and  redress;  ';®‘®  ‘'®7  f®"'  "^o  avowed  thc  opinion  that  thc  synod  had  resolutions  were  various 

suppress  contentions  in  the  church,  as  we  are  all  agreed  tliis  way.  Il  will  be  a  stretch  of  power.  There  certainly  the  respondents  was  so  intemperate  as  to  declare  in  the  “““ 'u®  ro“s‘““‘ion  ®®n‘a'ii8no express  reservation  or  ne-  done  right.  commilieifs  to  oe  dppoiiiieu,  one  on  iiic  »iii  jcut 

that  it  is,  then  the  Assembly  has  power  to  do  it.  The  ^re  chartered  limits  to  our  powers.  The  Assembly  is  the  face  of  this  assembly,  and  before  a  crowded  audience  in  P®"’®''  >“  ‘h®  general  authority  and  juristliction  By  this  decision,  added  to  that  of  the  last  year,  in  Mr.  “  Series  of  interrogatories,  to  be  Circulated  in 

only  question  is  whether  It  IS  necessary  to  the  peace  of  the  creature  of  the  presbvteries.  Presbyteries  are  the  source  the  gallery,  that  the  respectable  body  of  clergymen  who  of ‘“is  assembly.  In  my  judgment,  by  the  true  eonstnic-  Barnes’ rase  the  Preshvmrian  chnrM.  h»  In^  H  I  ik  t  view  of  the  proposed  Convention.  Another  to 

church;  and  on  this  point  I  believe  there  is  entire  „f  p„v,er.  And  we  have  no  right  lo  go  beyond  Ihc  meas-  appear  as'petilionera  before  ns,  “are  a  degenerate  race,”  '|on  of  that  instrument,  this  assembly  is  vested  with  all  •*;  ’  ' ‘®  ^r®s»y>«r'an  cnurcii  nas  ueemeu,  mat  ^  suitable  manual  Ibr  the  Ctlidance  of 

unanimity  in  this  body.  ure  of  power  with  which  they  have  entrusted  us.  and  that  “they  are  jireachiiig  and  propagating  the  most  ‘“e  powers  which  a  church  of  Christ  has  a  right  to  cxer-  her  book  of  discipline  was  intended,  and  should  be  used,  u  '  „i|h 

I  Wish  to  do  any  thing  Ui  my  power  to  promote  chanty  Unless  some  accommodation  is  granti^d,  1  shall  feci  il  dani^eroiiB  heresy.”  His  definition  of  their  creed,  was  to  the  rules  and  principles  of  the  Gospel,  not  for  destruction,  oppression  and  contention,  a<»ainst  r  .•  i  '  *  j  4*  ’tkAm 

or  love  among  Christian  brelhren.  And  here  I  am  almost  church  lo  enter  my  solemn  protest  against  such  as  thev  disavow  :  and  they  solemnly  declare  that  the  paramount  charter.  As  to  the  mode  of  ex-  of  acknowledged  Christian  integrity  •  but  for  oreserv-  ““u  CondllCtinfr  mem. 

tempted  to  read  lo  the  Assembly,  the  13th  chapter  of  jj’  You  have  not  tried  what  the  svnod  will  do,  and  I  hope  Confession  of  Faith  and  the  standards  of  the  Presbyterian  ®r®''smg  our  powers  the  constitution  is  directory  in  many  ^  •  r  rn  '!  j  And  a  third  to  report  on  the  mode  ol  regulating 

1  Corimhians,  so  appropriate  at  this  lime,  to  spread  its  j,  will  he  referred  to  them  upon  some  plan  simitar  to  Dr.  Church,  are  those  in  which  they  fully  believe  and  to  i  ““'I  ®® obligatory  on  us.  “‘'O"*  'o”  mutual  profection,  for  fellowship  and  peace  to-  apoointment  of  dele<vates.  After  an  inte- 


not  only  competent  to  ask,  but  this  house  is  competent  to 
grant,  something  different  from  what  was  then:  proposed, 
as  the  final  determination  of  Ihiscose.  We  understand  in 
law.  ax  well  as  in  ecclesiastical  proceedings,  that  “issue 
means  lo  bring  it  to  a  close,  not  to  send  il  back  to  the 


_  .r  A,k„„.  rio  qaI.i  ik., Sb' before  1  sit  down,  suffer  me  to  say,  with  due  defer-  to  he  disreininated  throughout  our  whole  c.lnirch.  It  is 

Col.  iMmpktn,  ,  ■  >  .  ■  You  k-y..  H«piHeH  k  ''®','®®"b*®  ‘bat  ‘f  errors  do  exist  in  the  pres-  jj,  my  view  an  extreme  care  of  danger,  which  walls  for  the 


have  been  decided  in  the  court  below.  ^  committee.  «e  am  noi  oei.eve  .  le  nujor.y  wouio  ever 

It  is  said  this  is  a  body  with  strictly  limited  powers,  and  consent  to  let  the  case  go  out  of  their  hands.  He  never 
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The  assemblage  tif  superintendents  and  teach- 


co-ordinate  jurisdiction  over  the  same.  It  docs  not  follow  ^  proposition 


where  anv  powers  arc  granted,  all  the  other  jiowers  are  parties  and  views.  There  is  a  great  diversity  among  us.  "v®".  “®.““o'‘“ieu  us  this  morning  that 
implied,  that  are  necessary  to  carry  this  one  into  effect.  And  even  if  it  were  done,  there  would  be  the  same  diver-  ®x>s‘ >n  me  oynotl  of  Philadeliihia  i 

m,'  AA-’ _ 1  A _ ki,.  k...  .k.  „r  r  .L _ _  A- J  -c _ _ •  and  that  other PresbvtericR.o nil 


holy  influence  over  the  assembly,  like  pouring  oil  upon  the  j^ott’s. 
troubled  waves. 

My  brother  Breckinridge  (whom  I  am  happy  to  recog-  pAT®'?',' 
nize  as  a  brother  in  a  four  fold  sense,  and  whom  I  love  in  Uhiladel] 
a  four  fold  degree.  We  were  class-mates  in  college,  and  ‘hemselv 
are  engaged  in  the  same  profession  ;  we  are  now,  I  trust,  ®‘  ‘b®  ®‘ 
united  in  the  holy  brotherhood  of  the  family  of  Jesus  better  of 
Christ,  and  appear  here  also  as  brothers'in  the  eldership  ^‘“®  'hj 
of  the  church,)  my  brother  Breckinridge,  I  say,  has  labor-  A^embl 
ed  hard  to  convince  you,  that  the  precedents  adduced  are  Ihe  n 
inapplicable  to  this  ease.  But,  sir,  where  do  you  find  in  Mr.  f 
this  book  authority  lo  create  a  presbytery  by  tliis  Assem-  that  Ihe 


will  he  referred  to  them  upon  some  plan  similar  to  Dr.  Church,  are  those  in  which  they  fully  believe  audio  of  our  most  obviousduties ;  and  so  far  is  obligatory  on  us.  ®‘ton>  for  niiilual  protection, for  fellowship  and  peace  to-  apoointment  of  dele<vatCS.  After  an  inte- 
atl’s.  which  they  adhere.  Now,  sir,  I  feel  the  solemnity  of  the  ‘‘ 'n>s  “*ymbly  can  not  rightfully  iiitsrpose  and  aftord  wards  all  the  brethren.  renting’ fitrenoon  spent  in  the  consideration  of 

Gen.  Af’A/ee,  of  Kentucky.  1  marvel  that  the  synod  of  obligation  that  is  upon  me  as  a  memlier  of  this  hotly.—  a  remedy  for  an  alarming  evil;  that  evil  dangerous  and  They  have  also  decided,  that  they  will  not  allowtheir  i  heap  so  bier  ts  the  meetiniradiourned  to  5  o’clock, 
vilorlAlnliia  nr/xroeeina  tn  Kis  nrpcKvt4»rin  rw  abniilH  »llnAv  The  contending  parties  before  us  are  all  alike  ministers  moreasing  as  it  is,  cati  not  he  remedied  by  any  imwer  un-  L. _ _  _  _  ,  .  ,1  ^ ®  J  ,  _ 


inapplicable  lo  this  ease.  But,  sir,  where  do  you  find  in  Mr.  R.  J.  BrecHriTidge.  1  made  a  motion  last  evening,  ,  °  Tft.p  fopls  warranted  In  this  r*re  the  General  Assembly  after  full  discussion  „i.;  .  ii  i’  .  k  u  *  .n  i.  nnd  the  nnnoinlments  of  the  committees  were 

this  bonk  authority  to  create  a  presbytery  by  tliis  Assem-  that  Ihe  Philadelphia  synod  should  be  admitted,  on  Ihe  jieresj  is  either  ireK  or  tU  founded.  fe  ,  last  year,  passed  a  resolution  advising  the  Synod  of  "'b'ob  they  are  well  known  to  hold,  axe  a,  good  Presbyte-  ‘  PP  .  u  .u  „ 

bly  in  any  cose.  And  then  the  exercise  of  it  under  any  ground  that  the  question  appealed  was  decided,  and  that  m  making  such  a  charge  here ;  the  ques  ton  m  „ Rlliladelphia  to  divide  a  Preshyterv  in  such  a  manner  as  I ‘brir  opponents  ;  and  are  no  more  chargeable  with  1  ^  ‘‘^P^l'f  _fiy  fh®  Committee  on 

circumsunces  is  an  assumption  Butthis  has  been  done  the  granting  of  the  petition  ww  aomething  entirely  differ-  {^^tffis'lXe  "the His  omfssionVdo  “ ‘‘'®.  '>®  most  conducive  to  a  departure  from  the  st.mUrds  of  the  church,  than  those  Sobiect  ot  rcpresenlalion  W.IS  made,  which 

almost  from  the  beginning,  and  has  never  been  challenged  ent.  But  it  was  denied,  bccanse  it  was  said  that  granting  “®f^'®“  ^’o^ ‘“®  l'*o^‘ ^  the  Jieacc  and  harmony  of  the  church :  that  Synal  will  „k  'k^u  .kp  „  i  i  r.  r  .  i  k  .  r-  i  was  SO  modified  as  to  permit  each  association  to 

Ijcfrtri*.  thp  rpfiiitfst  of  tlip  Di^titionprs  wrr  onlv  iS«»  ota  scftniB  conBistciit  oiilv  ^vith  thc  Biipi^silioii  tli&t  nc  (liQ  _  ^  ■»  *VLevav  v.  *  u  u  ^  WHO  nolu  to  tno  univorBBl  in^xfiility  of  Dicn  lo  tio  whftt  G'od  ■  iia 

XT  k  .k  k  .  1  .  .k  .  fi  r  me  request  Ol  ine  pi  iiiioners  as  only  aecreeing  Ibe  cxe-  ii:  ,i  i  ,k„,  not  ilixide  it ;  and  they  have  told  us  so,  by  an  ex|ireES  .  j  ,  ^  •  .  send  one  or  more  deleffates,  and  each  Sinirk  school 

My  brother  has  taken  you  lo  the  courts  of  law  for  prin-  culion  of  thc  judgment.  But  now  we  come  hack  lo  my  not  lieliexe  tliey  Utservtu  mat  imnuiaiton.  reso  ution.  That  refusal  is  complaineil  of  as  uniust  and  commands  them  to  do.  And  that  all  msin  aUons  to  t he , 

riples  of  action,  to  regulate  the  courts  of  Jesus  Christ,  ground  again,  for  here  we  have  Dr.  M’Aulev’s  name  intrii-  My  heart  sickens  at  thT;  deploru^ble  want  of  candor  rmurarv  am  KlR„H«rn„R  ,.nH  I.  .k:.  .kp.  "Ot  SO  represented,  10  send  OllC. 

But  it  seem  to  me  that  the  difference  of  object  in  the  two  duced,  which  has  never  been  included  in  any  petition.  If  which  I  every  day  witness  among  ChrUtians  in  definitg  Zwrio"e'xr"t7nVhLffir  "^mmr.'h^  .7!’ ‘-L"?  Tl.e  convention  C.onlintted .  in  session  t.ntil  8 

I?  SO  groat,  that  one  cannot  be  authority  for  the  other.  Sir,  this  ca<!e  he  an  appeal,  then  here  is  a  manifest  departure  each  ^ other  a  creeds.  We  are  prone  to  caricature  eacli  which  threatens  iu  an  eminent  aegree  the  peace  decision  assumes  its  greatest  importance,  because  it  o’clock,  and  then  adjourned  With  thanks^ivinrr  to 

1  would  rather  see  reference  ofiener  made  to  this  blessed  from  the  record.  If  the  motion  now  before  you  be  a  mat-  other’s  opinions.  We  do  not  express  the  creed  of  otliers  t  ,  interest  of  nnr  ehnrrh  r  nm  nnf  anv  evinces  that  the  Presbyterian  church  is  determined  to  pro- I  find  If  was  thrnilMlout  n  deliirhtful  mcetinir. 

..c  Sii./L;;iJMA.A,enui,.rAfs.pa,„i.r 

more  appropriate  places,  to  allow  one  side  all  the  advantages  of  both  constructions,  often  calculated  to  present  them  in  an  odious  or  absurd  f„- the ^olher  side  thiit  we  have  nnlv  the  nnwerti  «neei  ministers.  So  that  now,  instead  of  stanaing  — — - - — 

[The  speaker  then  described,  in  a  felicitous  manner,  Tfi®/®  i»  one  other  point  of  deficiency  on  which  I  wish  view  the'^Si!^' tim?  riI"immL77rwffia7a“mau"te  K^*"*®**  !  y«'  ‘  Pow®'®  n®®®®"-  '"*"  New  ChURCH  IN  PHILADELPHIA.— A  larffC  por- 

7eH'?'ll""t'k'HTt7®  '’'■®'''‘'®"'  "^i®''®  ‘’®  he"Sitfonr,""  We"at  th^  wZ  ffiffiVyou  «nnM  hTvTa  Ifoves,  if  h  s  practice  Ih>  right.  Biffi  sir  I  feel  tiumbfod  »“7  ‘® '“‘‘y  ‘"'o  ®«’®c‘  the  given  powers,  must  pass  to  us  now  enlist  their  v,hoU  strength  in  promoting  revivals  of  re-  tiotionhe  Second  Presbyterian  Chtirch,  formerly 

™.kr  .l,e  cj«  orDr.J,«».„,.„d™«under 

touching  and  respectful  address  to  the  venerable  Dr.  ‘w?  o^  these  churches  have  not  consented  to  the  proposed  men  ;  and  that  the  human  intellect  in  the  most  vMse  and  a  case  judicially,  implies  a  power  to  adjudge  and  decide  WEDNESDAY,  May  30.  Mr.  Satldford,  have  been  exceedinfflv  grieved 

Green,  his  former  preceptor  and  patron.  The  reporter  Hhink  ffiey  ought  to  have  a  voice  in  the  matter,  regacious  ‘o®"  “pon  «;  and  a  power  lo  adjudicate  and  decide,  implies  al  The  effects  of  Saturday’s  decision  upon  thc  business  of  at  the  me.qsures  pursued  bv  the  majority  of  the 

regrets  that  his  notes  of  this  part  of  the  address,  are  too  ““t  ^  turned  out  of  their  present  connection  against  Mists  of  prejudice  of  which  we  are  cousc  ous  often  necessary  to  afford  redress,  if  the  complaint  1«  /  7  "  ot  Saturday  aecision  upon  me  ''“®“'®®-  oi  rd,  he  latter  ffCntleman  and  wllicli 

im,,erfcct  to  be  of  anv  use,  but  il  made  a  deep  impression  'h®“  ''‘11®-  I  move  an  amendment,  that  if  the  sessions  of  ot.scure  the  tnith  ;  and  in  exround.ng  the  cree.  and  con-  am  of  opinion  that  the  complaint  is  sustain-  ''’®  Assembly,  has  been  very  remarkable,  in  subduing  the  he^ion  tOU.ml.S  the  his  hmented 

on  Ihe  audience.  any  of  these  churches  prefer  to  continue  in  their  present  fession  of  faith,  whidi  we  all  profess  to  hold  and  love  and  .  and  as  the  synod  have  refused  to  divide  the  presbyte-  brow-beating  spirit,  which  has  heretofore  filled  the  As-  supposed  to  have  hastened  hiS  lamented 

A  few  remarks  were  made  hv  other  members,  and  also  connection,  they  shall  be  allowed  to  do  so.  revere,  shades  of  dtflerence  have  arisen  among  ns,  which  ^^ich  I  consider  an  appropriate  remedy  for  the  evil,  semblv  with  discord  and  made  it  an  arena  of  theological  In  consequence,  measures  were  taken  O 

by  Dr.  Codman,  of  Mass.,  and  Mr.  Merrill,  of  Vt.  Dr.  Mr.  ilf man,  hoped  the  amendment  would  be  adopted,  I  hope  and  lielieve  are  not  eB.^nUml;  and  wliirh  I  bum-  niy  judgment  in  the  matter  is,  that  this  Assembly  has  le-  -  ^  ’  **  ori;anizeane\Vchurch,andameelin2\vasc:dl- 

Codman’s  address-H-ill  be  iriv’en  in  another  place,  as  sketch-  but  would  move  the  addition  of  the  words.  *^and  conirre0a«  bly  trust  will  never  iHMjeemea  sumcient  grourKl  tor  Uivi-  aitimaie  power  to  divide  that  nresbvterv.  nn  the  minr.iide  acrimony.  ^,1  ♦l.a  Olof  ^notnnt  tho!  niirnAKp.  Hr. 


circumstances  is  an  assumption.  Butthis  has  been  done  the 
almost  from  the  beginning,  and  has  never  been  challenged  ent. 


A  few  remarks  were  made  by  other  members,  and  also  connection,  they  shall  be  allowed  to  do  so.  revere,  shanes  ot  ditierence  have  arisen  among  us,  which  which  I  consider  an  appropriate  remedy  for  the  evil, 

by  Dr.  Codman,  of  Mass.,  and  Mr.  Merrill,  of  Vi.  Dr.  Mr.  Beman,  hoped  the  amendment  would  be  adopted,  J  hope  and  lieheve  are  not  eB.^;ntml;  and  which  I  hnm-  niy  judgment  in  the  matter  is,  that  this  Assembly  has  le- 
Codman’s  addresswill  be  given  in  another  place,  as  sketch-  but  would  move  thc  addition  of  the  words,  “and  congrega-  “ly  will  never  iMMleemett  suir.cieiit  ground  tor  Uivi-  gi,',„ate  power  to  divide  that  presbytery,  on  the  piinciple 
ed  by  himself.  ]  lions.”  He  thought  it  not  right  tp  put  a  thousand  people  at  the  ‘^®  Pres'’y‘®r“‘P  Church.  Thank  God,  I  do  not  lie-  j,f  affinity,  and  that  we  ought  lo  exercise  that  authority. 

Iinmediatelv  on  the  callin.  of  Ihe  roll  being  finished  disposal  of  three  or  four,  in  this  matter.  The  congregation  heve  that  the  relvalion  of  men  mmII  depend  on  suhtilties  - 

the  Rev  Dr  mw^d  that  “  The  c^nhiini  be  ®hould  have  a  voice.  “  so  refined  !  Religion  is  not  one  of  the  exact  and  certa.n 

•iiotttinxxej  .  ’41.  »  »’  .  1.  ^  rDu’  nf  T>  i-  -J  'll-  ij  J  •  L  I  sciciiccs  I  Us  trulVis  caTi  iiot  1)6  dcmonstratcd  witli  mathc*  ■■r^'wr  a 

sustained  without  casting  censme  upon  I  he  synod  of  Phi-  Mr.  Rrecitnruigt  said  he  would  not  admit  the  alteration,  ^atical  precision.  If  an  astronomer  misralnilates  an  NIliW  YORK  EVANGEiLIST. 
I7n.7l  »  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  Presbyterianism  knows  nothing  about  the  action  of  con-  eclipse,  we  can  detect  his  error,  with  positive  certainty ; - - - - - 

A  go^id  deal  of  discussion  took  place,  respecting  the  rahny  elders"  Th‘e  s7sion  8171'^"  acL‘forffin77ega-  f  'I  V,h'‘7nmnil‘aifciUv  u' n7ch  fncma'Zi' by  ’  S-^TURDAY,  JUNE  2,  1832. 

prcqier  mode  of  procedure  in  the  ckse.  ’ Pres^ident  tion.''  But  the  congregation  can  'always  secure  a  due  re-  “"ll  '|'®  Ween  the  rm  fi.^s  -  -  —  -  .  - . -  . - 

brought  forward  a  proposition.  At  considerable  length,  for  gard  to  their  wishes,  by  choosing  additional  elders.  r*  *7  7  !°t  ft  IH  well  defined  Ifnnndnries  of  n-*  t'  x  •  t 

referring  Ihe  matter  to  the  svnod,  with  an  injiinclion  to  m  d  -tka  k-  f-  h  .k  a  ,  fstahlished  tmtli,  and  the  well  defined  Iwundanes  of  JI^Correction.— In  reporting  thc  proceeoings  of 

divide  the  presbviery  accordin'-  to  the  prayer  if  Ihe  peti-  h.s  suggesUon  and  the  amendment  „ror,  there  ever  has  been,  and  laust  ev;er  la-  unttl  meji  the  Ge.icral  Assembly,  twix  error's  have  been  pointed 

lioners,  and  providing  that,  ill  case  the  svnod  should  not  “f  Mr.  Breckinridge  was  carried.  liecome  angels,  a  considerable  s|iacp  of  deftnfoaWe  ground,  out.  It  xvas  not  Mr.  Engles,  who  moved  the  reference 

comply  with  the  injupclion  within  a  limited  time,  then  the  thZ^^ihi^’l77utVto‘^read^7lhrh^^^^  "  he  "  i^®^-  T"  7*  T  of  the  commissions  of  certain  committee  men  to  thc 

members  of  the  proposed  |iresbvtcrv  should  be  authorised  it  Ins  duty  to  read  to  the  house.  Accordingly  he  iigi„g  .  and  where  there  is  freedom,  those  differences  will  Coininittce  on  Elections. 

lo  erect  and  constitute  themselves  into  a  presbytery.  '^''*,.„H7ufkP.k'^k^«,,7nr»no'r»H'  in  he  expressed;  and  when  they  are  expressed,  it  will  often  Mr.  M’Calla  is  erroneously  represented  as  saying, 


JT  7  r  k  X  r  D.  I  I  I  k-  ■  1  21st  instant,  for  that  purpose.  Dr. 

The  reference  from  the  synod  of  Philadelphia,  in  rela-  „f  Charleston,  tvas  moderator.  The  fol- 

tion  to  the  right  of  presbyteries  lo  require  every  minister  jg  resolutions  : 

or  licentiate  coming  from  any  other  body,  even  a  sister  Resolved,  “  That  in  view  of  the  ffrievances  to 
presbytery,  lo  be  examined,  before  he  shall  be  received,  vvhich  we  feel  ourselves  subjected  in  the  church 
was  taken  up,  and  instead  of  calling  forth  an  angry  debate,  jo  which  we  are  attached,  WC  now  proceed  to  the 
it  was  by  universal  consent  committed  to  Drs.  Green,  adoption  of  measures  for  the  purpose  of  organi- 
and  M’Pheeters,  and  Spring,  and  Messrs.  Baiid  and  zing  a  new  church  and  congregation  upon  the 


comply  wiiti  Ihe  iniuncliim  within  a  united  t  me  then  the  .c  c.  T  i  •  j  .  . - i.  .c  i,  -- r-i  on  wiiie.n  wire  niiu  gwiu  men  -cx  .........  ............  <«  i.rc  luiiiiiiissions  oi  certain  cominittce  nieu  to  tnc  xnerc  caii  ue  no  uuum  uu.v  uicjr  .vm  seme  n.  x  uey  wm  -  -  ■■  .:i4  ..f  4tfi„ 

menihL  of  the  proposed  presbylerv  should  be  authorised  letler'  from  Rev  "\V  L  M’clTla  n^i’ii^’in/  on  ‘'k'^'  'i  Y*”  Committee  on  Elections.  not  sanction  the  idea  that  the  connection  of  the  presbyte-  I  pofposes.  aild  among  t hernia 

lo  erect  and  constitute  themselves  into  a  presbytery.  a  i  *  k  k  '  '  a*  .  ■  a'  ’  u*  ^  expressed ;  and  when  they  are  expressed,  it  will  often  Mr,  M  Calla  is  I'rroiiconsly  represented  as  saying,  •  k  u  k  ft  a  i  ♦  c  1“  obtain  subscriptions  for  builtfing  an  cdlflCC. 

Several  other  propos.tions,  for  varimis  ^un,  J/s  ;  hut  fkT^/ la:  in  careless  or  i.iUmperate  language;  and  hence  col-  oI  have  elective  affinities  whili  o'^verpi.wer  my  orthS-’  ""  *'’'‘'“’®  7®  “f  jealousy  and  suspicion,  and  not  of  con-  Alexander  Henry, 

the  question  reciirri'd  on  Dr.  Richards'  '’motmm  'The  S‘er7w7h  the  Re"v.  Dr^Ely."  No"fa7ther  notfeTwin^  lisious  mt.st  expect^  o“ght  'o J>e  ''oxy-I*  should  have  been,  “1  have  NO  elective  aflinh  Sd®"®®  “"d  'ov®.  MaUhew  L.^Bevan,  Samuel  Richards,  M.  New- 

queslion  was  orfiered  tolw  dividfd, ami  taken  by  yeas  and  t'-n  oV  the  letter  ^  mutual  forL^arance  :  ^  have  no  doubt  that  ties  which  overpower  noy  orthodoxy.”  'j'he  question  respecting  the  validity  of  baptism  by  a  •  •  i  Wiinam  Wullaep  T  V  Coweli  &C.  Thev 

nays.  On  the  first  question  the  vote  was  as  follows  •  r\  ji  4'k4  l  w*  over-ruling^  Providence  of  God,  much  sood  results  to  his  Thc  reporter  takes  Ihc  lil>crtv  to  say.  what  indeed  'u  •.  iiir»k  »•  ii*  a  kt  Willtflm  V\  d  /  *  Ak'uu  c  ii 

Yeas-J  R  AdLs  Read  Parn,ele  I  V  R  Dr.  ^fexnnd^  said  he  did  not  wish  to  make  a  speech  in  are  experienced  Christian  Zdor  ou-lit  to  lead  every  rc^Jer  t^rZZe  '’“P'*''  •"‘®''®*'"'«  ''®‘'“'®-  A"  “W®  met  fur  worship  last  Sabbath,  m  the  hall  of  the 

Jon,Ys  Plat't,  Wffine,  dJ!  E^’  Williarls  ^B.^nan"  Day’  heZs  fullv”aw.Z"that"it  woi"rbc!*^  f''®'"  tlehatca^  ground  is  the  field  as  a  matter  of  cour'sc,  that  he  is  'ready  cbce^rfully  to  '•®PO“  bom  Dr.  Miller  maintained  the  affirmative.  Dr.  Franklin  Institute.  Dr.  Spring  preached  in  tlie 

McCullough,  J.  Wells,  Griffith,  Bliss,  Dr.  Porter,’  Cone|  not  unfriendly  to  the  object  of  the  motion,  buf'he  differed  ‘®  '‘''“f'’  Christiana  and  particularly  “"y  error  which  may  be  pointed  out,  whether  Alexander  and  some  others  earnestly  and  with  much  abili-  morning,  and  Dr.  Alexander  m  the  afternoon. 

Chapman,  F.  Savre,  Clarv,  Sessions,  Kennan,  Pomeroy,  from  that  mode  of  doing  the  business  ;  and  on  that  ground  f"®  ‘®  ^  ®x®>'®‘®®‘>  “n‘*  disciplmed  in  the  graces  of  chan-  of  omireion  or  misstatement,  as  his  object  has  been  in  ^  „„  ,he  side.  Dr.  Cox,  Messrs.  Beman - 

L"’ hZ  cfv;a^Liu’le^’‘B:lu;‘^R"‘^^^'k^"V.''t•  '■®*'  ®®"*“"'"®‘*  '®  ^®‘®  ‘>'®  "®‘‘“7^®-  S'"  \Con irfo^s  ofohe c^re  now  before  us.  I  am  decided-  It  3a„d  Sote."  ""  ‘  “nd  R.  J.  Breckenridge,  and  others  forcibly  and  eloquent-  OuR  REPORTS—These,  as  will  be  seen,  have 

Mills,  E.H.  Adam’s,  J.W.’ Adams’ Cadw’ell.CD’.  Sinhh’  ih^V7ntireVa  "L*  hZne!^erK  ly  of  opinion  that  the  leace  and  intemst  of  the  church  re-  - -  ly  argued  that  the  Roman  chnrch  was  not  Christian,  but  been  prepared  With  no  inconsiderable  degree  ol 

Dr.  Perrine,  Dr  Richards,  Hopkins,  W.  Brown.  McChain,  table  till  this  morning  He ’was  in  favor  of  referring  it  'i'*''’*"'""  ®' “J  Philadelphia  Sitbscribers  are  assured,  Antichrist,  was  e.vcommunieated,  and  could  no  longer  ad-  lal>«r.  If  our  friends  approve  of  OUr  efforts  WC 

Hll^w:;1’uffiiLu"M  back  to  the  synod,  as  proposed  by  Dr.  Not.  taZsTlirngCs  that  whatever  irregularity  they  may  sutfer  in  receiving  minister  the  ordinances  of  Christ.  The  debate  was  full  hope  they  wil  g.ve  US  some  testimony  of  the 

iliil.  Wing,  Kudffi Pratt,  M.  Hunter,  S.  C.  Brown,  Alfred  The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Gallaher’s  motion,  reasons  catling  tor  such  nivision  are  lo  my  miiiu  tlieir  papers,  is  not  charccahle  to  us  And  we  do  not  .  ^  j  j  j-  j  l  ..  f»ood  wi  l.  and  thus  encourage  US  to  make  still 

Grav"D?Vumre"' W°"h"ll  A*  Tf'’’  smended  by  Mr.  Breckenridge,  and  carried  ;  yeas  J^'^cify  orTxp  ain  them  think  it  is  chargeable  to^hc  fault  of  the  post  office  iu  of  •><e  «"d  ®ond“®‘®d «^®>1®"‘ “"d ‘h°  r  7  ,  phejr  gratification  in  this  way 

TUl?."cL"fiTd:FffiKK^^^^^  159;Nays83.^ _ _  rhe^'TaS  und  fi^hL;X^.‘i^^^^  ''"rtcl°;nd  0""^  “"dV"  was  referred  to  Dr.  Cox  and  Messrs.  Bcnaan  and  Bre.^-  "Jr. 

Allen  of  N.  Y.,  ’Dr.  Cox.  MasoV  pker"  Sffison  77^71  ®“>®  'ban  Uie  other,  I  have  no  doubt  there  have  l*en  in-  “m’ ^  ih  'j.""'"®®’,.’;?  l‘k“k ‘"'1  ^  P®*  ®""‘^«®’  *®  I"'®?"®  “  '■®f’®''‘’  ‘‘'®“''*  «®  '’®''’''®  "*®  - - - — 

Kennedy,  Hay,  Kanouse,  Dickinson’ Chandler,  Woodruff’  REMARKS,  discretions  on  both  sides:  The  spirit  and  feelings  which  ® m  he  Assembly,  along  with  Dr.  Miller’s  Philadelphia  Complaint.— This  doeil- 

Magie,  Ogden,  Crowell,  Miller,  Richardson,  Jessup,  Per-  By  Rev.  Dr.  rodinan,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  General  Assem-  have  lieen  exhibited  here  by  the  litigant  parties,  if  ‘here  ,vi„.„al  iniurv  and  we  lu.ne  some  me^urcs  may  he  on  the  other  side.  ment  seems  necessary  to  Ihe  full  understanding 

kins,  Anderson,  Rennalls,  C.  G.  Clark,  Pjince,  Lawrence,  l>ly»  giving  Iuh  opinion  on  the  case  of  the  riiiladelphin  were  no  other  grounds,  completely  satisfy  mv  mind  that  produce  a  remecly,  The  old  Board  of  Missions  was  again  re-appointed,  one  of  the  most  interestinc;  and  important  ca- 


^  R  •  ’  xvcrtu,  rArnuMe,  jj.  iv.  uawson,  opposition  lo  me  resoiuiion  n 

Jon.is  Platt,  Winiie,  Dr.  E.  Wdliam's,  Beman,  Day,  he  was  fully  aw.*ire  that  it  won! 
McCullonoh,  J.  ^  ells,  Griffith,  Bliss,  Dr.  Porit  r,  Cone,  not  unfriendly  to  the  object  of 
Chapman,  F.  Savre,  Clarv,  Sessions,  Kennan,  Pomeroy,  from  that  mode,  of  doing  the  bus 
r  reeman,  “h  Martin,  Niehols,  Garrison,  N.  Coe,  Ver-  should  feel  constrained  to  vole 


hll.  Wing,  R’ug,?7;rM!’H.:^Vr?S."c"-  T.Jd  ’’tlTqrsrn motion,  reasons  call.ng^for  such  dWisio-„  are  ,0  my  mmd  tree..-  ^  TT'  ^  ''' 

Campbell,  Ward,  Oakes,  Munger,  Jones,  Stillman,  was  amended  by  Mr.  Breckenridge,  and  carried;  yeas  'bl®  :  and  it  would  I  think  be  useless  as  well  as  painful  f^ink  it  is  chargeable  to  thc  fault  of  the  post  office  iu  °f '"f®  ®°"‘*"®‘®d 

I'"-,®"-"’  Ly®"’’^V.i;,  159  ;  Nays  83.  I®  “P®®lly  ®‘ f.!"  ZxZdim  "  o  dfro  e  N®'-  Vork.  oirpa  Jrs  a?e  ver^WnlCand  iSbly  -as  referred  to  Dr.  Cox  and  J 


Messrs.  Beman  and  Brock- 


of  Missions  was  again  re-appointed, 


way,  ivumsey.  w  mcneii,  A.  i  hompsoii,  Lyon,  VVi  e,  139  :  Navs  83.  ,  oi»rciiy  ui  r*}»  am  iiicm.  v .  c  ocr  aw  .k»xi.v..v  York  Our  nanera  are  verv  rarefiillv  and  leodhlv  referred  lo  LIr.  Uox  ana  xMessrs.  Beman  and  BrocK- 

Thonias,  Canfield,  Fuller,  Kinc  Cook  Dr  SnrmD  M  _ _  the  case,  and  Without  imputing  more  blame  to  the  one  ^  *  P  .P®,  ,  IVv  ,  .  i  k  k  u  k  r  *k 

Allen  of  N.  Y.,  ’Dr.  Cox.  Mason  pker"  Tomlfoson’  side  than  Uie  other,  I  have  no  doubt  there  have  l*en  in-  VP^""  'j.""'*'®®’,.’;?  ‘"'1  ^  P®*  ®""‘^«®’  *®  I"'®?"®  “  '■®f’®''‘’  ‘‘'®“''*  «®  '’®'^''®  “*® 

Kennedy,  Hay,  Kanouse,  Dickinson  Chandler  Woodruff  REMARKS,  discretions  on  both  sides:  The  spirit  and  feelings  which  siblet  ere  should  be  a  failure  till  after  the  bundle  arc  public,  and  lo  the  next  Assembly,  along  with  Dr.  Miller’s 

Magie,  Ogden,  Crowell,  Miller,  Richard.^ior.,  Jessup,  Per  -’  By  Rev.  Dr.  r.Hlman,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  Gciieral  Assem-  have  '’®®"  Jj^® '’J ‘.''f  jra"lMtua' infuryTmid  we  ‘•'®  ®'‘'®'  ®''‘®-  .  . 

kins  Anderson,  Rennalls,  C.G.  Clark,  Pjince,  Lawrence,  hly,  in  giving  hi»  opinion  on  the  case  ..f  the  Philadelphia  were  no  other  grounds,  completely  satisfy  mv  mmd  that  !;tcu  to  produce  a  remerly.  The  old  Board  of  Missions  was  again  re-appointed, 

U.  Johnson,  Pitkin,  A.  R.  Clark.  N.  Wells  Ssimon  Upii#  presbviery.  ,  t)ie  case  imnerionslv  requires  a  separation  of  those  |»ar-  wkv*i  p  •..  .  i  u  .  cir  ak..  _  ;  «  4^  4k« 

Haiiiilion,  Dr.  Conant,  Bells,  Woodford,  C.  N.  R’ansoni’  Mr.  MiKlerator— I  am  fully  aware  that  I  sit  in  this  house  as  ties ;  and  that  a  division  of  the  Presbytery  on  the  ground  without  debate,  filling  up  the  vacancies  according  to  th 

Talcoti,  Feet,  W.  Adams,  Bartlett,  Bingham  A  S  Mori-  ih«  of  a  foreign  bml  vi  with  which  ihU  .\sscinbly  of  is  the  proper  remedy,  EDITOR’S  CORRESPONDENCE.  wishes  of  the  Hoard,  and  leaving  the  complexion  of  the 

son  Galluher,  F.  V.  Vail,  Corv,  Fairbanks,  YouniCobb,  '"""y  >*»/“, fraternaj  iiitcrconrse,  and  not  as  a  ^  jg  i„8is,ed  on  the  part  of  the  Svnod  of  Philadelphia  Philadelphia,  May  25,  1832.  Board  unaltered.  I  have  no  doubt  ihi.s  was  wisely  done. 

Her  icrt''rw''H  '  A‘“'®^K®®'-Elmhafe,  Kent,  Tn^ri^lnhU  .greeXv’‘'tr7re^^^^^^^^  «?Tlds  l^“v,  ‘'‘®  .®“?®  i®  .“®‘  75 ''7’^ Bkother-  A  vote  was  passed,  directing  that  the  Board  should  be  di- 

MeAfr  ’  j"‘« ^r''.®"’  wl’ich  h-  been  acee'dedto  by  ns,  tha.  1  shall  notlH- called  u.mii  "®  iVT  I  missed  the  opportunity  of  hearing  several  of  our  New-  cL  „e  .L.tl  no  om  of 


’  ,  '  *^ruwii,  J  .  r.  JTiniiin,  ur,  \v.  ttiii,  l  avlor, 

h^rkpulrirk,  Wharey,  Learh,  Dabney,  Morton,  Graham, 


rMiZ^tor-,  am  fully  aware  that ,  sit  in  this  house  as  “es  raud^rtTdMsirjr^^  the  griAmd  -  -thout  debate,  filling  up  the  vacancies  according  to  the  th.ql  ever  occurred  iu  ecclesiastical  history.- 

the  repreneiitative  of  a  foreign  boil  vi  w’ith  which  lhi»  .\sscinbly  of  ability,,  is  the  proper  remedy,  EDITOR’S  CORRESPONDENCE.  wishes  of  the  Hoard,  and  leaving  the  complexion  of  the  W  ^  Ilfl  V0  t'lPrPforC  iraiisft^rrcu  it  tO  OUT  COllIHlllS, 

has  for  many  years  held  fraternaj  iiiterconrse,  and  not  as  a  jg  insisted  on  the  part  of  the  Svnod  of  Philadelphia  Philadelphia,  May  25,  1832.  Hoard  unaltered.  I  have  no  doubt  this  was  wisely  done,  from  a  proof  obliflringlv  lumished  by  the  editor 

rnwr;'’llnhU.ffrccXv’‘'tr7re^^^^^^^^^  «?Tfosl^“v,  ‘h®  .®a?®  reptlarly  ‘’®/®''®  '  "'I'*  Dear  Bkother-  A  vote  was  passed,  directing  that  the  Board  should  be  di-  of  the  Plliladelpllian.  In  the  same  way  we  have 

fiw  ^  vite'orthisTm'lJ^rtanH^^^^^^^  ‘ffir.'wriuha'otrr"  llTvVsil"  ofXe  pJeS.yl^  i.Uhe’lde  now  asked  for  by  I  'he  opportunity  of  hearing  several  of  oi.r  New-  „„,y  „„„  ,,hich  shall  go  out  of  also  tlie  excellent  speccll  of  Dr.  Codntan. 

Wild  presented  to  ihi;  (Jciieral  Associntitiii  of  Massaclni-seiu,  I  tlie  eomplninants,  is  different  from  that  for  which  they  York  brethren  on  the  Philadelphia  question  last  evening,  office  in  a  year,  and  thus  guarding  effectually  against  o.ny 


l)ecan8e  the  fiartiriilar 


,  ’  convincca  main  i*  our  uiuv  even  lo  exjireFH  an  opinion  ou  •••'  r' - - ,  'V  .  . yj-  -  ^  uxt.  . . .  «  regaru  lu  uio  xjuaru.  ,  i  .  i  i*  i  rni  i  ri«  .# 

JUtvs--lVWs.  Weed,  Lockhead,  A.  Platt’  Crawford,  subject,  like  the  one  now  Wfnre  you.  With  repard  tothe  run-  Synml  that  the  petition  is  to  lie  regaijleil  in  the  nature  of  „emendous  storm,  I  found  a  goodly  number  of  people  col-  A  resolution  was  passed  dcclarinff  it  inexpedient  to  mtereStlB^  youth  (lied  on  riltireday  ot  last 

P.  Cniiiphcll,  Dr.  Cummins,  Saunders,  Brewster,  Purdy,  rtitationnl  qucRtion,  I  do  not  feel  niy»elf  eoinpeteiit  to  judge,  an  oppeoZ ;  and  m  nil  cares  of  appeal  to  jurisdiction,  we  ,  r  ,  r  •  l  i  .  j  •  k  ^ as  passca,  c  aring  it  utcxpcaicni  to  .  of  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Hallock,  only 

Dr.  Phillip..,  Krebs,  Beers,  Sterlmv  Dr.  M’Elroy  Dr.  Al-  *  were,  should  I  esteem  it  wise  to  give  an  opinion. —  pre  to  look  at  the  record  merely;  and  there  is  no  error  in  lecled,  several  ol  them  sea-taring  men,  who  listened  with  propose  any  change  in  the  .Assembly’s  mode  of  con-  .  ’  •  atinr  liiu  arrlvol  in  this  country _ 

exand.r  Coolcv,  Stiiddiford,  D.  W.  Vail,‘ M’Nai'r’Bavard,  "'I' 'I|ra'‘J  niMraacd  becanre  the  judicetofy  heloxv  have  never  reject-  much  feeling  to  the  gospel  and  ton  few  statemenU  re-  ducting  missions,  and  that  the  prosperity  of  thc  church  “^'1 

“"T  .re TK.Lorfb..  - 

Clarke,  Adair,  R.  Johnston,  Dunr;n,’Byattv,  Corad,'van-  S’d  dfrideroiITome  priid  Precise  point  decided  in  tL  court  lielow^  miiat^lie  identi-  blessed  this  little  church  by  enlarging  them  from  their  on-  ghall  be  afforded  to  missionary  operations.  Thus  lea-  Boston  AnnivessaJIIES.— We  have  been  fa- 

’mi"®>  l-.vle,  McCliisky,  Harvey,  McKee,  MeFerran,  M.  majority  and  minority  of  that  prehytery,  niid  I  hoiic  that,  in  cal  with  thore  now  before  US,  in  onler  to  sustain  our  ju-  ginal  seven  members  to  upwards  of  forty.  They  have  yj„g.  whole  question  between  the  Board  and  WWed  by  the  editors  ol'  the  Boston  Recorder, 
Allen,  of  Ohio  presbviery,  Baird,  Jeffery,  Herriot,  Scott,  the  wisilom  of  this  hotly,  some  such  ;>lun  will  yet  be  devised.  risdietion.  t-ommeneed  the  Seamen’s  Monthly  Concert  and  voted  to  .1  u  a*-  ■  ^  c  •.  .  1  .  »  rtiruxt'ahpet  of  tlieir  DaDer.eivinff  accounts 

Williams  Hughes,  Rainey,  Lee,  Rowland,  M’Conibs,  Sir.  •  should  not  have  risen  in  my  place  on  this  occasion,  had  On  this  point  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  obligation  is  in-  11  ■  r  i  »  iJ  t  vs-  ao  .  *'*®  ft®*”*  “ntouched.  onlk-praorlM  •  but  are  obliffcd  to 

James  H.  Dickey,  Culbertson,  Gillespie,  J.  Coe,  M’Lcan,  too‘feli  “  a  sole.mn  duty  which  l  owed  to  myself  and  my  con-  valid ;  because  the  ronstitiitipn  of  our  church  expressly  lake  a  collection  for  tlie  Amcr.  Seamen  a  Fnend  Society.  In  examining  the  records  of  thc  synod  of  Cincinnati,  of  the  Boston  annt  C  ,  .  ■  -.l 

LMaffiews'^MccTu’„t'La'n‘fe’v®^^^^  frUerfroiIiVverJl  geml^^^^^^  provides  two  modes  for  reviewing  and  coreecting  ffi^^  Two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  was  paid  to  me,  the  avaUs  a  vote  was  found  on  the  subject  of  speedy  admissions  ^ 

Qt/.ssret  T-hre*  m.,.k^”i’  ■  **<^*’*  Sir,  I  have  listened  to  rtraiDK  of  eloquenrp,  which  have  ceediii^s  of  a  lower  judu-utory,  VIZ.  by  appeal,  and  by  of  their  first  monthly  contribution.  The  other  Mariner’s  *k«  xwL.,..^k  ...Ar.«re..;«r*  ak..  i _ i.  PW*<lelphia  matters. 

i-  •-l''  .®“‘  1®®®  •  '•®»  .a  deUgki  .nd  with  "compinint  ;■  and  tl.e  fallacy  of  the  objection  m.  this  .  _  ,  ^. .  .  t<>  ‘be  church,  referring  the  churches  to  the  book  of  - ^ - - 


of  the  Boston  anniversaries ;  but  are  obli^d  to 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  R.  J,  Brcrkinridgc,  that  the  New-En^ 
synod  of  Philadelphia  he  now  rc-admiUod  to  Ihe  house.'  He  and  the 
supported  his  motion  by  a  very  earnest  argument,  on  the  venerate 
ground  that  the  action  of  the  Assembly  on  the  complaint  J^tgrinu. 
xvmts  nskur  n/kmnl4>te.  and  that  the  vote  on  oranlimy  the  n^ri.  ledeed  tl 


ground  that  the  aciioii  of  ihe^Assenibly  on  the  complaint  It  ia  the  laud  0/ It  must  be  acknow-  has  a  right  on  fom/iauif  to  grant  relief  if  the  Synod  in  rtitutionality  of  the  course  taken  by  the  assembly.  Per-  aifencv  af 

fio“  w"  3;  a’d'ffreent ‘’„V3h''tie*a?^‘c:^  of  ^where  ? re.Me  ’but  tlT-^vrel^'dr^em 'i^om  o'!^  “P'!"®"  ^av®  er^  in  judgment ;  and  in  a  m/tU-r  of  haps  I  .hall  b.  able  to  obtain  a  sketch  of  them  from  the  «>“  THE  CONVERSION  OF  THE  WORLIk. 

XhrnotttVr®c^^^^^  voting.  The  mefonCa  fhTpreXere  w^ry  o^^  ^  "P*-"®"’  Mr.  Peters,  from  a  committee,  reported  in  favor  of  Evangdis' 

*7  J  ^  ^  » ft  line  of  division  among  U8,  but  It  18  the  line  that  divides  the  the  rresoyiery,  we  may  on  complaint  grant  the  reliet  aAPTTTDniv  ORrh  ..  .  -5  . 

neiratived.  1  .  cl'urch  from  the  world— the  friends  from  thc  enemies  of  God.  asked  for  precisely ;  or  we  may  in  our  discretion  mo-  SAl  UKUA*,  jway  xoin.  recommending  thc  first  Monday  of  January  next,  a«  a  payments, 

Dr^RiJaX^erelutt:  3h;asse''d:“T63,“ry:!  rf'‘un^;Sr»o“n?h1  rnTw"!t‘^<InmrrtZ“u\!Srt-  £  l^Tre«,l«tion  ofTe  W  Ge'  “"f 

n*.  A..,!— voipH  in  the  nnirniivn  nnd  anilin.  .nd  ,i.e..ia  .k.;,  I..e.f..i  ieii..e»e.  J®®'”'.*-”'"!  re*omi  on  Ot  the  last  Ge-  e«n  renli.e  the  ft.oi:e— L— Ker  enn  .1,- ..r  iL-  ^ _ ,^.1  r.,e  the  enn  version  «f  , 


negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  remaining 
Dr.  Richards’  resolution,  which  passed,  yeas,  1( 


express  the  views  of  the  Assembly  on  this  subject.  senting  ineir  •  p 

agency  are  a  heavy  draw-back  on  the  profits 
PRATER  FOR  THE  CONVERSION  OF  THE  woHLik.  subscription,  and  wc  hopc  the  friends  of  tlie 

Mr.  Peters,  from  a  committee,  reported  in  favor  of  Evangelist  will  not  only  be  prompt  in  making 
recommending  the  first  Monday  of  January  next,  a.  a  payments,  but  that  they  may  assist  the  agent  m 
_ r.-  4i.^  an  exlendififf  the  Circulation  of  the  paper. 


church  the  (lOth,)  and  providing  for  their  firrt  meeting  on  tekool  We'do^notUkeiwioe^wiu.  dlT^ulke  the  «At-  :  the  Svnod  now  reports  to  ub  that  upon  full  con-  to  (he  general  interesU  of  the  church,  whether  the  presby-  seaeon  to  be  acted  upon  in  this  coaotry.  Dr- Codman 

the  Wednetdav  next  after  the  rising  of  the  General  As-  lost^Ami^  spirit  that  so  nuch  prevails.  We  adhere  to  the  “<toration  ol  tnissuojec^  it  is  inexpedient  to  comply  with  terian  mmisters  of  Philadelnhia  and  tha  vieinitv  shall  anKiArt  hpre.  and  after  some  atienipii 

seinbly.  Dr.  Spring,  of  New  York,  moved  that  it  ^  re-  good  old  estemhly's  cmiechism,  ss  the  sundard  of  our  faith.-  the  recommendation  of  the  last  General  Assembly.  They  o'  rnuaueipnia  amt  tna  yicimiy  snau  mtroducod  thc  aubjoct  here,  ana  aiier  ««nc 


seinbly  Dr.  Spring,  of  New  York,  moved  that  it  be  re-  good  old  assemhly's  cateebisn,  as  the  stsndsrd  of  our  faith. —  recommend 
ferred  ia  .  committee,  to  report  a  plan  of  pacification  in  To  inch  I  b«to.f,  Md  ever  have  belonged.  Three  are  other,  resqlveal  not  mi 
e«c  hour  *  think  differently  in  some  respects.  Sir,  there  is  no  nan  divided  in  the 


ICPR.V.  Mr.  Fi.uk'T  will  preMh  on  Friday  evening, 


lationofthelartGerieralA«*mbly.  They  rnureieipnia  .no  in.  vminiiy  snau  introdocod  the  .object  Dere,  ana  aivcr  ^^..1..,.  Cbwel,  »  »ennon  to  profewor.  of 

lerely  that  the  Presbytery  ought  not  to  be  '"*®‘  ‘rM^cri®"  °f  ecclesiasticid  businew,  in  one  cliaDge  the  dav,  thg  report  wM  unamroously  adopt-  »  ^  u  t,  n  ..’-wir 

particular  mode  asked  for  by  the  peUtion  place  or  in  two.  Neither  wu  it  a  matter  of  much  im-  ed.  * 
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Ministers  department. 


tht  PhUadtlphian. 

mb.  BEMAN’S  discourse. 

•ombljoflheFr  Moderator  of  ihe  Asiembly. 

%«;rAcu  '** 

“On^ing  the  New  Testament,  one  of  t*; 
iirsVfacB  that  rivets  our  altenfon,  is  the  amaz- 
SsucSsTwhioh  followed  the  preaching  of  the 

gtipel  in  Jj^ycfTrlrian  Zs- 


The  twelve  chosen  disciples,  r'  u  ■ 

thoroughly  instructed  in  the  objects  of  their 
future  minion,  received  the  last  qualification  for 
ILir  work,  when  they  were  “  baptized  with  he 
Holy  Ghost.”  Bearing  the  commi^ion  of  the 
Son  of  God,  and  guided  by  the  divine  Spirit, 
thev  entered  upon  a  systematic  and  vigorous 
course  of  efforts  to  enlighten  and  ^ve  the  world. 

Noi  did  ihev  labor  in  vain.  On  the  day  of 
Pentecost,  three  thousand  souls  were  converted 
and  added  to  the  church.  Upon  almost  the  next 
naee  of  Christian  effort,  the  eye  lights  upon  this 
cheering  fact— that  “  many  of  them  which  heard 
the  word  believed,  and  the  number  of  the  men 
was  about  five  thousand.”  And  again,  “  the 
Word  of  God  increased  ;  and  the  numlierof  the 
disciples  multiplied  in  Jerusalem  greatly ;  and  a 
great  company  of  the  priests  were  obedient  to  the 
faith.”  We  have  in  the  context  a  record  of  the 
transforming  powers  of  the  same  gospel  at 
Ephesus.  The  occasion  of  the  excitement  was, 
an  attempt  to  perform  a  miracle  in  “  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,”  which  led  to  an  event  more 
impressive,  if  possible,  than  a  miracle  itself, 
“And  fear  fell  upon  them  all,  and  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  was  magnified.  And  many  that 
believed  came,  and  confessed  and  showed  their 
deeds.  And  many  of  them  also,  which  used  cu¬ 
rious  arts,  brought  their  books  together,  and 
burned  them  before  all  men :  and  they  counted 
the  price  of  them,  and  found  it  fifty  thousand 
pieces  of  silver.  So  mightily  grew  the  word  of 
God  and  prevailed.”  Facts  of  this  charac¬ 
ter  might  be  multiplied  to  a  great  extent ;  but  it 
is  unnecessary.  The  declaration,  that  the  gospel 
was  clothed  with  peculiar  power,  in  primitive 
limes,  that  it  evinced  a  practical  and  saving  ef¬ 
ficacy,  under  apostolic  administration,  which  it 
has  exhibited  in  no  other  circumstances,  will  not 
be  denied.  From  the  day  of  Pentecost  to  the 
death  of  the  beloved  John,  embracing  a  period 
ol  between  sixty  and  seventy  years,  the  gospel 
was  preached  in  the  most  distinguished  cities 
and  provinces  of  the  Roman  empire.  Large  and 
flourishing  churclies  were  planted  in  Jerusalem, 
Antioch,  Ephesus,  Corinth,  and  Rome.  Indeed, 
at  this  early  period,  the  conquest  of  the  gospel 
had  become  almost  commensurate  with  the  do¬ 
minion  of  the  CsBsars.  Here,  then,  is  a  striking 
fact,  which  ought  to  impress  the  heart  of  the 
church.  Here  we  see  the  gospel  in  the  hands  of 
a  few  men,  in  a  short  time,  producing  efl'ects  al¬ 
together  disproportionate  to  any  thing  which 
has  been  witnessed  in  modern  times.  Why  this 
gospel  should  have  been,  in  the  hands  of  the 
apostles,  so  emphatically  “  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation,”  and  become  comparatively  inef¬ 
ficient  under  the  administration  of  their  suc¬ 
cessors,  is  a  legitimate  subject  of  pulpit  inquiry. 
The  fact,  I  apprehend,  will  not  be  questioned, 
that  the  preacfiing  of  the  gospel  does  not  pro¬ 
duce  the  same  powerful  and  speedy  results,  at  the 
present  day,  which  were  witnessed  under  the 
ministry  of  Peter  and  John,  of  Paul  and  Barna¬ 
bas  ;  and  an  inquiry  into  the  reasons  of  this 
amazing  disproportion  in  the  practical  effects  of 
the  same  system,  may  have  a  happy  influence 
upon  ministerial  affections  and  effort,  and  thus 
stand  connected  with  the  best  interests  of  the 
ehurch. 

The  single  point  ol  discussion  on  which  I 
would  fix  your  attention,  is  this — The  inefficien¬ 
cy  of  modern  preaching,  when  compared  with  the 
apostolic  administration  of  the  gospel. 

I  would  not  here  intimate,  that  the  gospel  is  a 
dead  letter,  at  the  present  day.  Such  an  intima¬ 
tion  would  contain  an  injurious  reflection  upon 
the  Christian  ministry,  and  constitute  a  vain  at¬ 
tempt  to  pluck  away,  from  the  diadem  of  Jesus 
Christ,  those  living  brilliants  which  are  planted 
there  by  the  power  and  the  grace  of  the  gospel. 
Every  solitary  conversion  to  God,  and  every 
powerful  revival  of  religion,  as  well  as  the  gene¬ 
ral  pervading  influence  of  the  gospel,  which  im¬ 
presses  and  controls  society,  are  so  many  evi¬ 
dences,  that  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  has  not  lost 
its  heavenly  temper,  and  that  the  Bible  is  not  di¬ 
vested  of  its  saving  power.  But  a  literal  Pente¬ 
cost  lives  only  in  the  page  of  the  sacred  histori¬ 
an — the  scenes  of  Ephesus,  belong  to  another 
age — and  the  moral  energy  ol’lhe  gospel,  which, 
in  the  dawn  of  its  triumphs,  seemed  destined  at 
cnce  to  arrest,  convulse,  and  subdue  the  entire 
population  of  the  world,  is  greatly  modified  in  its 
operations.  Whence  this  melancholy  change.^ 
What  has  arrested  the  march  of  Christian  truth 
in  our  worl4?  Why  did  one  sermon  from  an 
apostle’s  lips  oficn  accomplisli  more  than  is  ef¬ 
fected  by  a  hundred  or  a  thousand  sermons,  at 
the  present  day  I 

Many  reasons  have  been  assigned  in  order  to 
acconnt  for  thjs  difference ;  and  some  of  them 
are,  no  doubt,  correct,  and  some  are  incorrect. 
Let  us  fix  our  attention  upon  a  few  particulars. 

1.  The  difference  in  question  ought  not  to  be 
attributed  to  any  thing  peculiarly  favorable  to  the 
reception  of  the  gospel  in  the  spirit  and  genius  of 
primitive  limes. 

Ti  i  human  heart,  till  subdued  by  grace,  is  at 
enmiu  with  God ;  and  this  is  the  character  of 
our  whole  world.  We  are  not,  then,  in  any  cir¬ 
cumstances,  to  expect  a  moral  predisposiikin  in 
the  hearts  of  men  to  embrace  Ihe  gospel.  But 
still  there  may  be  many  things  in  the  state  of  the 
puNic  mind,  and  in  tlie  institutions  of  society, 
which  facilitate  or  obstruct  the  progress  of  the 
truth.  These  favorable  or  unfavorable  circum¬ 
stances  maybe  found  in  the  religion,  the  morals, 
the  politics,  and  the  philosophy  of  a  people.  In¬ 
deed,  there  are  nameless  modifications  of  human 
life  and  liuman  opinions  which  may  become  the 
occasions  of  the  reception  or  the  rejection  of  the 
gospel.  These  things  may  form  the  very  jjoint 
on  which  the  whole  matter  may  torn — and  turn, 
too,  both  for  time  and  eternity.  But  what  was 
the  state  of  the  apostolic  age  in  this  respect  ? 
What  do  we  find,  on  a  minute  Inquiry,  in  the  ex¬ 
isting  condition  of  the  world,  which  can  be  as¬ 
signed  as  a  reason  why  the  gosjiel  took  such 
deep  and  fast  hold  on  the  mental  and  moral  en¬ 
ergies  of  man  ?  It  is  true,  God,  in  his  providence, 
had  prepared  the  world  for  the  coming  of  Christ.; 
and  there  were  certain  grand  traits  in  the  features 
of  society  which  had  a  bearing  upon  the  means 
and  facilities  of  propagating  the  gospel.  The 
universality  of  the  Roman  empire  was  a  fact  of 
this  character.  By  this,  the  channels  of  inter¬ 
course  were  opened  between  diflerent  nations, 
whose  ignorance  or  enmities  would  otherwise 
have  Mparated  them  from  each  other,  as  if  im¬ 
passable  mountains  or  unnavigable  seas  had  in¬ 
tervened.  Another  kindred  fact — kindred  in  its 
operafion— was  the  prevalence  of  the  Greek 
fn  fr^’i'"  become  a  kmd  of 

this  means  the  early  Christian  teachers  we.*e  en¬ 
abled  to  address  a  vast  population  originally  con¬ 
stituting  many  different  nations,  without  the  slow 
pro^  of  studying  a  variety  of  languages,  and 
without  the  intervention  of  a  miracle.  Tfe  dis¬ 
persion  of  the  Jews,  and  their  final  seMlement. 
in  different  parts  of  the  Roman  empire,'  and  e^ 
pecially  in  the  populous  cities,  is  another  circum¬ 
stance  which  ought  not  to  be  omitted.  Their 
synagogues  opened  the  first  pulpits  for  the  her¬ 
alds  of  the  cross,  and  among  the  de8c>endant8  ol 
Abraham,  the  gospel,  even  remote  frmni  Jerusa- 
^ined  ife  earliest  victories,  .  ind  some¬ 
times  its  rejection  by  the  Jews,  becaii  ie  the  occa¬ 
sion  of  its  reception  by  the  Gentiles.  But  these 
peculiarities  ol  that  age,  though  ihey^  otHistituled 


facilities  for  tfie  promulgation  of  the  gospel,  and 
ware  so  important,  that  they  may  be  pronounced 
essential  to  its  incipient  triumphs,  cannot  account 
for  its  peculiar  power  and  efficacy  at  that  periml; 
they  cannot  solve  Ihe  problem  why  the  primitive 
administration  of  inspired  truth,  should  be  more 
efficacious  than  the  present; — for,  in  all  these 
respects,  we  stand' on  more  elevated  ground  than 
that  occupied  by  the  apostles. 

But  there  are  other  circumstances  pertaining 
to  that  age  which  ought  to  be  stated,  in  order  to 
place  this  subject  in  its  true  light.  There  never 
was  a  period  when  the  gospel  Jiad  lo  IJirce  its 
W'ay  through  stronger  moral  ohsiruclions ;  where 
it  had  to  encounter  more  deep-rooted  enmity 
against  holiness,  than  in  that  day  ofits  mostsig 


nal  success.  The  prejudices  of  the  Jeivs  were 


never  more  fixed  and  violent.  Their  opinions 
resiiecting  the  Messiah  and  the  ohjecis  of  his 
coming,  were  unscriptur.?!  to  the  very  foundation; 
and  their  rejection  of'the  gospel  was  not  acciden¬ 
tal  and  capricious,  but  syslematic  and  deliberate. 

It  was  a  part  of  their  religion.  Nor  did  the 
structure  of  paganism  ever  present  more  fiirniid- 
ablc  barriers  lo  the  progress  of  gospel  truth, 
than  when  assailed  by  the  first  heralds  of  the 
cross.  This  system  had  multi|)l»d  almost  to  in¬ 
finity  ;  it  appeals  to  the  pride  and  sensuality — to 
the  hopes  and  fears  of  men.  The  chain  of  moral 
servitude  which  weighed  down  the  immortal 
mind,  was  fastened  by  a  thousand  rivets.  The 
Greeks  and  Romans  boasted  of  the  multitude 
and  the  splendor  of  tlieir  gods ;  and  if,  in  some 
instances,  more  elevated  niinils  soared  above 
ihrae  imposing  sujierstitions,  their  systems  of 
philosophy  were  not  less  hostile  lo  the  spirit  of 
the  gospel.  The  Stoic  with  his  cool-blooded 
apathy,  and  obstinate  submission  to  fate;  and 
the  Epicurean  with  his  refined  selfishness,  cher¬ 
ished  an  enmity  to  the  gospel  not  less  unqualified, 
than  that  whieh  inflamed  the  lieart  of  the  most 
stupid  worshipper  of  idols.  In  the  light  of  these 
facts,  it  may  be  safely  affirmed,  that  the  peculiar 
success  of  the  gospel  in  the  apostolic  age,  is  not 
to  be  attributed  to  any  thing  in  the  spirit  of  that 
age  favorable  to  its  reception. 

2.  The  difference,  in  question,  is  not  to  be  as¬ 
cribed  to  the  gift  oj  inspiration. 

Inspiration  seems  to  have  been  designed  to 
accomplish  two  objects.  The  first  was  to  quali¬ 
fy  the  apostles  and  iheir  coailjutors  for  their  per 
sonal  work,  as  ministers  of  I  he  gospel.  This  was  I 
a  matter  of  intcllectiial  tuition.  This  instruction  | 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  must  he  carefully  distinguish¬ 
ed  from  his  gracious  influence  upon  the  heart. 
Inspiration  and  sanctification  arc  very  different 
things.  The  former  is  an  intellectual,  the  latter 
a  moral  operation.  Bantam  was  inspired,  but 
his  heart  was  not  renewed.  The  apostles  need¬ 
ed  ihe  spirit  of  inspiration  lo  imparl  to  ihcm  the 
necessary  qualifications  for  their  work.  Their 
circumstances  were  sucli  that  they  could  not  ac¬ 
quire,  by  the  ordinary  means  ol  intellectual  train¬ 
ing,  the  knowledge  which  was  actually  called 
for  in  order  to  carry  their  commission  into  effect. 
Hence  the  Holy  Sjiirit  gave  them  instruction,  in 
mere  matters  of  science ;  comuiunicnted  new 
truths  to  their  minds ;  taught  them  to  understand 
and  8|)eak  languages  which  they  had  never 
learned,  and  gave  them  a  mental  discrimination 
in  wielding  and  applying  the  truth,  which,  in 
their  situation,  they  could  have  acquired  in  no 
other  way.  The  second  great  object  of  inspira¬ 
tion  was  to  furnish  a  written  revelation  which 
should  contain  all  the  spiritual  truth  necessary  lor 
the  instruction  and  salvation  of  men ;  and 
which  should  constitute,  to  the  end  of  the  world, 
the  last  appeal  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  re¬ 
ligion. 

If  these  are  the  legitimate  objects  of  inspiration, 
then  the  different  effects  of  apostolic  and  modern 
preaching  are  not  to  be  accounted  for  on  this 
principle.  The  apostles  were  inspired  because 
they  could,  in  no  other  way,  become  personally 
qualified  for  preaching  the  gosjXfl;  neither  could 
they  have  contributed  their  portion  in  filling  up 
the  canon  of  Scripture.  Butthe  ministers  of  the 
gospel  now,  with  the  providential  facilities  which 
they  enjoy  of  becoming  qualified  (or  their  work, 
and  with  the  Bible,  a  permanent  revelation  in 
their  hands,  stand  at  least,  in  these  respects,  on  a 
summit  level  with  the  apostles.  Should  any 
think,  that  this  is  saying  too  much,  I  would  ask, 
why  then  are  not  the  present  ra<'.e  of  preachers 
inspired  of  God  ?  If  such  a  gift  is  essential  lo 
great  success  in  announcing  and  enforcing  the 
message  of  eternal  life,  then  we  might  reasonably 
infer,  that  it  would  have  been  made  a  perpetual 
qualification  forthe  ministry.  But  this  is  not  all 
What  valuable  purpose  could  now  lie  answered 
by  the  gift  of  inspiration  ?  If  ministers  were  to 
lie  inspired  to  teach  the  languages,  as  were  the 
apostles  at  the  day  of  Pentecost,  it  would  cher¬ 
ish  mental  indolence;  if  to  communicate  the 
same  truths  which  are  embodied  in  the  scriptures, 
this  would  supercede  a  written  revelation  ;  if  to 
reveal  new  truths,  on  the  subject  of  religion,  this 
wotild  bring  home  Ihe  charge  of  imperfection 
against  the  Bible;  if  to  render  revealed  facts  and 
doctrines  more  vivid  and  powerful  in  their  aji' 
peals  to  the  heart,  this,  it  should  he  remembered 
IS  the  office  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  the  ordinary 
work  of  conviction  and  sanctification,  and  not  in 
the  gill  of  inspiraliou.  It  would  seem,  then,  that 
the  spirit  of  inspiration  is  not  now  required 
and  nitliough  this  qualification  was  necessary  (iir 
the  apo.<tleb,  yet  their  peculiar  success  is  not  to 
be  attributed  lo  this  cause,  nor  the  inefficiency 
of  modern  jireacliing  to  the  want  of  this  gift. 

3.  The  efficacy  of  primitive  preaching  ought 
not  to  be  ascribed  to  the  power  of  miracles. 

A  miracle,  from  its  very  nature,  must  be 
striking  and  iinpre-ssive  event.  Were  we  to  see 
the  hopeless  victim  of  disease  arise  from  his 
couch,  in  jx-rtect  health;  or  the  dead  man  open 
his  eyes  and  lift  his  head  from  his  coffin ;  or  the 
tenant  of  the  grave  issue  forth  into  the  liviii; 
world,  and  mingle  in  human  society,  as  he  ha 
been  accustomed  to  do  in  lonner  days;  and 
were  all  these  things  lo  take  place  at  the  mere 
bidding  of  another,  our  minds  would  be  forcibly 
arreslt^d  and  deeply  impresised  by  their  occur 
rence.  We  .should  instantly  recognize  the  finger 
of  God  ill  these  events.  Such  miracles  as  these 
were  wrought  at  the  introduction  of  the  gospel 
dispensation  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  most 
decisive  moral  changes  were  effected;  that  is 
sinners  were  awakened  and  converted.  The 
Jew  renounced  his  bigotry,  and  the  Gentile  ab¬ 
jured  his  idols;  and  those  who  were  at  enmity 
before,  liecarae  one  in  Christ  Jesus.  As  these 
two  events — miracles  and  iherrapid  irinmplis  of 
the  gospel — are  associated  in  point  of  time,  there 
lisa  tendency  in  many  minds,  to  blend  or  con 
found  them  with  respect  to  their  moral  influence 
Tell  such  persons  of  the  mighty  and  transforming 
movements  of  the  gospel  in  the  apostolic  age — 
of  the  conversion  ofthousands  under  one  sermon 
— and  you  are  at  cnee  met  with  this  deckaraiion 
these  were  the  days  of  miracles.  True,  these 
were  the  days  ol  miracles ;  and  the  miracles 
which  were  wrought,  were  necessary  to  the 
success  of  the  gos|)el.  But  this  is  not  the  |X)int 
to  be  settled.  Were  the  conversions  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  days  of  the  apostles,  wrought  by  the 
power  of  miracles?  This  question  must  be  an 
swered  in  the  negative.  Aliracles  seem  to  have 
been  intended  for  a  specific  purpose.  They  con 
sliluted  the  seal  of  heaven  to  the  commi.s.sion  un 
der  which  the  apostles  and  others  acted,  in  intro 
ducing  and  establishing  the  new  dispensation 
among  the  .lews,  and  a  new  religion  among  the 
Gentiles.  They  furnished  the  necessary  attes¬ 
tation,  that  tliese  men  were  sent  of  God.  They 
served  to  arrest  the  public  mind;  to  elicit  inquiry 
and  to  rivet  attention  lon^  enough  to  permit  the 
truth,  in  the  hands  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  find  its 
way  to  the  conscience  and  the  heart.  Miracle 
I  say  arrested  attention ;  and  conxriction  and 
conversion  were  wrought  just  as  they  are  now, 
by  the  instrumentality  of  the  truth  and  the  agen 
cy  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  appeal  made  to  the 
human  miud,  ”by  miracles,  was  merely  intellectu 
at,  while  the  'whole  moral  power  was  embodied 
io  the  truth.  These  interpositions  of  God  are 
not  easential  lo  the  moat  triumphant  success 


Ihe  gos|)el ;  hut  were  rendered  necessary  only  by 
the  specific  circumstances  in  wiiicli  the  priniiiiv'e 
ministers  of  the  cross  were  called  to  act.  The 
moment  we  desert  this  position  we  are  surround¬ 
ed  by  un  ocean  of  ditficulties  and  objections.  If 
miiac.Ies  are  to  be  clothed  with  converting  pow¬ 
ers,  then  why  did  not  the  saving  effects  of  the  I 
gospel  bear  a  direct  proportion  to  the  frequency 
and  imprc.ssi  ve  character  of  these  events  ?  This, 
every  one  knows,  was  far  from  being  the  (act. 

If  miracles  are  lo  occupy  this  position  in  the  work 
of  saving  sinners,  then  the  gospel  is  an  imperfect 
scheme  without  them  ;  it  is  not  itself  “  the  power 
of  God,”  but  only  made  so  by  Ihe  collateral  ef¬ 
ficacy  of  an  extraneous  circumstance.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  this  theory,  the  mo.st  powerful  .mil  effect¬ 
ual  appeals  ol  God  to  our  lost  world  are  drawn 
from  the  kingdiun  of  nature,  and  not  from  the 
kingdom  of  grace.  But  this  is  not  the  end  of  the 
dilficiilly.  On  the  supposition  that  apostolic  suc¬ 
cess  is  to  be  attributed  to  miracles,  then  miracles 
must  be  restored  lo  the  church,  or  Ihe  predicted 
triumph  of  the  gos|)cl  will  never  lake  place.  The 
true  decision  of  the  question  now  at  issue  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  this — miracles  were  neces.sary  only 
in  the  introduction  of  the  gospel;  and  with  the 
record  of  these  special  acts  of  God,  in  our  hands, 
anil  without  their  actual  occurrence  liefore  our 
eyes,  the  ministers  of  the  present  day,  are,  lo 
say  tlie  least,  in  a  situation  as  eligible  for  mak¬ 
ing  a  saving  impression  upon  the  world,  as  were 
the  ajiosllcs  with  these  peculiar  providences  of 
God  in  their  favor. 

4.  fVe  ought  net  to  ascribe  the  dfference  under 
consideration  to  the  mere  sovereignty  of  God. 

That  God  is  a  sovereign,  and  that  as  such  he 
governs  the  world  of  nature  and  the  world  of 
grace,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  And  in  tliis  feel, 
too,  every  heart  ought  to  rejoice.  But  the  sove¬ 
reignly  of  God,  as  well  as  any  other  docirine  ot 
the  bible,  may  be  mi.sundersliMKl  or  ah'j.sed.  It 
would,  no  doubt,  he  incorrect  to  refer  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  sin  and  the  loss  of  the  soul  to  a  mere  na¬ 
ked,  sovereign  act  of  God.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  the  poverty  of  the  sluggard — the  ruin  of 
the  prodigal — the  debasement  of  the  iiitempe 
rate — and  the  remorse  and  shameful  dcafli  ol 
the  murderer  !  All  these  things  take  place  tin 
der  the  government  of  a  sovereign  God;  but 
they  take  place  according  to  established  connec¬ 
tions  between  cause  and  effect — between  means 
and  ends,  and  in  such  a  manner,  too,  that  man 
is  always  free,  and  never  permitted  lo  go  and 
hang  his  sin  on  the  sovereignly  of  God’s  throne. 

On  the  same  principles,  it  would  be  an  abuse  of 
divine  sovereignty,  to  ascribe  lo  this  cau.se  the 
coldness  and  death  which  pervade  some  sections 
of  the  clmrcli,  and  the  want  of  power  and  effi¬ 
ciency  which  generally  characterizes  an  iinin- 
strucied  and  an  uiifaiiliful  ministry.  Who  would 
ever  think  of  asserting,  that  the  rea.son  why  sa 
ving  conversions  are  not  multiplied  in  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  and  the  Unitarian  churches,  is,  that 
God,  by  a  pure  act  of  sovereignly,  is  not  jileased 
to  grant  them  a  blessing.^  It  is,  indeed,  the  so 
vereign  purpose  of  God  to  bless  the  truth,  and 
not  error,  to  the  salvation  of  souks.  But  this  is 
not  the  point  at  issue.  Why  docs  he,  as  far  as 
we  know,  in  certain  circumstances  grant  his 
blessing  ;  and' in  others,  withhold  it  i  When  oh 
ions  reasons  can  be  assigned,  and  those,  loo,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  or  grow 
g  out  of  the  moral  relations  between  God  and 
his  creatures,  we  never  refer  the  case,  fiif  solii 
lion,  to  his  sovereignty.  If  two  cases  precisely 
parallel  can  be  presented,  nnd  in  Ihe  one  a  bless 
ingis  granted,  and  in  the  other  withheld — if  Ihe 
same  means  are  employed,  and  urged  with  the 
same  spirit  and  fidelity — if  the  condition,  physi 
cal.  intellectual  and  moral,  of  those  to  whom  the 
truth  is  addressed,  is  in  all  resiiects  the  same 
then  any  difference  in  the  results  must  be  ascribed 
to  the  sovereign  good  pleasure  of  God.  But  to 
infer  the  existence  of  all  these  parallels  between 
the  apostolic  and  the  present  age,  without  esta¬ 
blishing  these  positions  by  proof,  and  then  to  at¬ 
tribute  Ihe  different  practical  effects  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  upon  the  souls  of  men,  at  these  two  periods, 
lo  divine  sovereignly,  is  a  mere  begging  of  the 
question.  Tifl  it  can  be  proved,  that  as  much  is 
done  now  to  save  men,  as  was  done  in  the  days 
of  the  apostles,  and  that  these  efforts  are  as  pure 
and  elevated,  in  their  moral  character,  as  were 
the  efforts  of  that  age,  it  is  (lerfectly  safe  to 
alfirm,  that  we  are  not  at- liberty  to  ascribe  the 
difference  in  question  to  a  mere  sovereign  act  of 
God. 

5.  The  apostles  and  first  preachers  of  the  gos- 
l  were  supremely  dialed  to  their  work ;  and 
in  this  fact,  we  find  one  of  the  elements  of  their 
success. 

The  one  great  object  on  which  they  had  fixed 
their  hearts,  was  the  salvation  of  men.  This 
was  their  deep  and  absorbing  purpose.  A  por 
lion  of  the  same  spirit,  and  a  large  one  too, 
which  animated  their  Master’s  bosom,  and  which 
drew  him  down  from  heaven,  filled  and  fired 
their  hearts  in  Ihe  enlerprize  in  which  they  had 
embarked.  With  him  they  could  say,  “our  meat 
is  to  do  the  will  of  him  that  sent  us,  and  lo  finish 
his  work.”  They  consecrated  themselves  lo  the 
ministry,  keeping  hack  no  “  part  of  the  price.” 
They  had  counted  the  cost,  and  determined  to 
build  their  tower.  They  had  surveyed  the  whole 
field  of  labor,  and  entered  their  Master’s  service 
with  the  deliberate  purpose  of  bearing  “  the  bur¬ 
den  and  heat  of  the  day,”  till  the  last  earthly  sun 
should  go  down,  and  the  morning  of  a  brighter 
world  dawn  ujion  them.  Nothing  could  warp 
them  from  their  purpose.  They  had  received 
cotnniissioii  signed  by  the  hand,  and  sealed 
with  the  blood  of  their  Master;  and  this  coin- 
mission  they  intended  to  execute — and  this  com¬ 
mission  they  did  execute,  till  they  died.  Tlieir 
only  business  was  to  preach  the  gospel ;  and  the 
perpetual  breathings  of  their  hearts  to  heaven — 
their  highest  aspirations  were,  that  this  gospel 
might  be  blessed  to  the  salvation  of  men.  If 
their  bosoms  sometimes  heaved  with  sighs,  and 
their  cheeks  were  bathed  in  tears,  it  was  not  on 
account  of  their  per-soiial  afflictions;  but  these 
sighs  and  tears  were  poured  out  over  a  world 
at  war  with  God,  and  obnoxious  to  his  burning 
curse!  If  they  were  flirbidden  by  the  decrees 
of  councils  to  preach  the  gospel,  their  reply  was, 
“We  ought  to  obey  God  rather  than  men.” — 
When  arraigned  before  kings  and  magi.strates, 
they  seized  the  opportunity  lo  deliver  their  mes¬ 
sage,  pressing  obligation  upon  the  heart  and 
charging  home  guilt  upon  the  conscience,  till 
their  judges  sometimes  acknowledged  tlieir  con¬ 
victions,  and  trembled  in  anticipation  of  their 
impending  doom.  No  hardships  could  subdue — 
no  persecutions  intimidate— no  threaieiiings  over¬ 
awe — no  temporary  defeats  tear  awayfrom  their 
hearts  the  (iind  hope  of  future  and  triumphant 
succes.s — and  even  martyrdom,  armed  as  she  was 
with  fire  and  faggot,  could  make  no  impression 
on  their  fearless  spirits.  They  had  begun  a  work, 
and  they  intended  to  finish  it.  In  the  pro,secu- 
tion  of  their  object,  they  were  indifferent  to  ma¬ 
ny  things  which  have  been  too  eagerly  sought 
hy  minisiers  in  other  ages  of  the  church.  They 
stood  aloof  from  the  clasliings  of  ]X)lilici!;  they 
half  no  ambition  for  literary  fame;  worldly  titles 
and  worldly  honors  they  left  lo  worldly  men ; 
they  looked  down  ii|)i»n  the  mere  pomp  and  show 
of  human  eloquence ;  and  they  seem  never  to 
think  of  themselves  but  in  connection  with  their 
Master,  and  the  salvation  of  souls.  In  one  word, 
they  pursued  their  object  with  more  piety  and 
less  policy,  than  any  other  race  of  minister  who 
ever  bles.sed  the  world.  They  “determined,”  as 
one  of  their  own  number  has  recorded  of  him¬ 
self,  “  not  to  know  any  thing”  among  the  people, 
“save  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified.”  And 
in  this  fact  of  exclusive  devoiednes.®  to  their  work, 
we  find  at  leant  one  reason  for  their  unparalleled 
success. 

6.  The  primitive  preachers  were  more  abundant 
in  labors,  than  minisiers  at  the  present  day. 

It  is  not  intended  here  to  bring  an  ihdiscrimi 
nate  chanre  of  indolence  against  the  ministers  of 
the  present  age.  That  there  are  many  in  the 
sacred  office  against  whom  the  charge  might  be 
sustained,  in  its  full  force,  there  can  be  no  doubt. 


But  extreme  cases  fall  not  within  the  limits  of  this 
jliscussinii.  The  inquiry  now  bfifore  us  is,  to  as¬ 
certain,  if  possible,  how' much  of  the  marked  and 
peculiar  success  of  the  first  preachers  ol  the  gos¬ 
pel,  over  those  of  Ollier  ages,  may  be  fairly  attri¬ 
buted  to  their  superior  activity  in  the  work  which 
GimI  had  assigned  them.  A  more  laborious  set 
of  men  never  unfolded  their  physical  and  moral 
energies,  in  our  world,  than  the  first  preachers 
of  tl^  gospel.  Whatever  may  be  true,  of  here 
and  tli^re  an  individual,  of  this  or  any  other  age, 
no  generation  of  their  siicccs.sors,  have  attained, 
in  tTiis  re.specl,  an  equal  elevation.  They  appear 
to  me  lo  be  itie  only  men  who  have  uiideriaken 
and  accomplished  in  religion,  what  other  men 
have  done  in  some  of  the  mote  elevated  affairs 
of  the  world — in  science,  legislation,  war,  and 
commerce.  They  put  their  whole  hearts  into 
their  work.  The  entire  energies  of  tlieir  immor¬ 
tal  minds,  rekiiiillei!  by  a  living  flanit  from  hca- 
en,  were  concentrated,  and  made  to  glow  and 
hum  on  a  single  point.  They  were  “  instant  in 
season— out  of  season.”  Their  great  busiiie.ss 
was,  to  “preach  the  word.”  Wherever  they 
were,  this  object  was  never  lorgotten.  Whith¬ 
ersoever  they  were  led  by  Pmviilence,  or  driven, 
or  transported  by  their  enemies,  their  hearts  clung 
to  the  single  purpose  of  living  and  dying  in  the 
service  of  souls.  It  was  not  on  the  Jewish,  or 
the  Ciirislian  Sabbath  alone,  or  in  the  .synagogue 
exclusively,  that  they  pro.secuted  this  work. — 
Time  and  place  were  mere  circumstances  which 
they  often  compelled  to  yield  lo  the  master  pas¬ 
sion  of  their  hearts,  and  the  governing  purpo.se 
of  their  lives.  Take  Paul  as  a  specimen  of  acti¬ 
vity  in  preaching  the  gospel.  At  Ephesus,  “  by 
the  sjiace  of  three  years”  he  “ceased  not  to  warn 
everyone  night  and  day  with  tears.”  During 
two  years  of  this  time  he  disputed  daily  in  the 
chool  of  Tyraninis.  At  Athens,  his  spii-ii  was 
so  stirred  within  him,  “when  he  saw  the  city 
wholly  given  lo  idolatry,”  that  he  not  only  preach¬ 
ed  the  gospel  “  in  the  synagogue,”  hut  “in  the 
market,”  and  to  the  celebrated  court,  “  Areopa¬ 
gus.”  Disregarding  the  fastidiousne.ss  o(  world 
ly  opinions,  on  one  occasion  he  “continued  his 
speech  until  midnight;”  and  iifier  a  little  inler- 
rnption,  protracted  his  exercises  “even  till  break 
of  day.”  When  arraigned  beliire  Felix,  he 
“reasoned  of  righteousness,  temperance,  and 
judgment  to  come,”  with  such  amazing  moral 
appeals,  that  the  judge  “trembled”  before  Ihe 
icciiscd.  When  immured  in  a  dungeon  at  Phi¬ 
lippi,  he  and  his  fellow  laborer  and  fellow  sufferer. 
Silas,  prayed  and  sang  praises  unto  God;  and 
these  were  hut  the  introductory  exercises  to  the 
successful  announcement  of  the  gospel  to  the 
tencnis  of  that  prison.  In  one  word,  the  first 
heralds  of  the  cross,  exerted  every  energy  of 
soul  and  body  to  convert  and  save  the  world. — 
Ev^n  Alexander  in  his  ambition  to  conquer  the 
ea'rlfi — and  Caesar  to  become  the  master  of  the 
Roman  commonwealth — and  Bonaparte  to  over 
run  and  consolidate  the  kingdoms  of  Europe 
were  never  more  active  and  laborious,  than  were 
Paul  and  his  associates  to  siibj/igate  the  world  to 
the  sceptre  of  Jesus  Christ. 


eil  its  thunders  from  the  clouds;  they  nscended 
Calvary,  and  lingered  around  the  cross,  and  drew 

llieirpleasfroniitsbloodandslianieand  agony;  they 

HinnrI  hpfore  the  semdehre  where  the  mighty  victim 


stood  before  the  sepulchre  where  the  mig 
slept,  and  whence  the  mighty  conqueror  arose, 
and  inferred  Ironi  its  silence  and  desertioii,  feith 
the  resurrection  and  the  Godhead  of  the  Savior; 
thev  e-xplored  the  earth,  and  emptied  lieaveii,  and 
drained  hell,  in  order  to  find  motives  by  which 
tliey  miglil  load  down  the  conscience  ol  the  sin¬ 
ner,  and  persuade  him  to  become  “  reconciled  to 
God.”  Their  object,  in  ail  lliese  expostnlaliims, 
they  never  concealed.  Nothing  was  covered  uj) 
— nothing  modified.  They  held  up  the  human 
heart  in  siinheams  of  triilli,  and  called  upon  the 
dying  sinner  to  look  and  be  instructed. 

'  Much  of  their  power  and  success  as  preachers 
depended  on  this  mode  of  address;  and  iiiiichof 
ministerial  success  at  the  present  day,  is  lo  heat- 
rihnled  to  the  same  cause.  And  when  the  es- 
ntiai  truths  of  the  gospel  are  exliihited  with 
little  or  no  effect,  the  cause,  no  doiibi,  in  many 
instances,  may  lie  found  in  the  llict,  that  these 
truths  are  jiresenled  in  ilu;  form  of  abstract  and 
dry  speciiliilions.  Or,  in  other  words,  God  grants 
hisvignal  blessings  on  that  preaching  which  brings 
home  Ihe  truth  n>  the  conscience  and  the  heart. 

9.  The  apostles  and  tlieir  associates  in  labor, 
depended  entirely  on  God  for  the  success  of  their 
mission. 

This  sentiment  they  dislinclly  acknowledged 
and  taught.  “  I  have  planted,  Apollos  watered  ; 
hut  God  gave  the  increase.  So  tlien  neither  is  he 
that  planlelli  any  thing,  neither  is  he  that  water- 
clh;  but  God  that  givelli  the  increase.”  It  is 
true,  that  these  men  fiail  been  personally  insirncl- 
cd  by  Jesus  Christ;  they  had  received  the  gift 
o(  inspiration  and  the  power  of  working  mira¬ 
cles  ;  but  their  confidence  was  in  the  armof  Giul, 
rnd  not  in  lhe.se  qualifications.  Tiiey  hung 
llicir  last  hope  on  tiie  cross.  Tliey  well  knew, 
that  all  niiiii.slerial  gifts  and  exertions  would  ne¬ 
ver  Convert  one  sinner  witfiont  “the  Holy  Ghost 
sent  down  Irom  heaven.”  While  they  thus  felt 
their  dependence,  tliey  made  a  jiractical  use  ol' 
his  doctrine.  They  tore  themselves  away  from 
every  earthly  hojie  and  promise,  and  laid  them¬ 
selves  and  Iheinterestsof  their  Master’s  kingdom 
at  the  Icet  of  a  sovereign  (Jod.  They  had  con¬ 
fidence  that  he  would  hlcss.  They  sei-zeil  the 
promise,  and  carried  it  up  to  the  throne,  and 
th.ere  succeeded.  They  were  men  of  great  pray¬ 
er.  They  inil  their  hearts  in  heaven,  and  God 
heard  them.  They  believed  the  recorded  decla¬ 
rations  of  eternal  truth,  on  this  point,  nnd  while 
they  urged  them  at  the  mercy  seat,  tlie  broad 
windows  of  heaven  were  opened,  and  a  blessing 
came  limvii  till  lliere  was  hardly  room  to  receive 
it.  These  men  lived  on  their  knees,  and  in  this 
fact  wc  find  the  secret  of  their  power.  No  won¬ 
der  they  prevailed  with  men,  for  they  had  already 
prevailed  with  God.  No  wonder  ihcy  moved  the 
earth,  fiir  they  conducted  a  co-agency  with  the 
Eternal,  and  they  had  already  moved  heaven. — 
The  minister  thiit  docs  not  pray,  cannot  preach  ; 
and  if  he  would  have  a  large  blessing,  he  must 
pray  imicli.  This  the  Apostles  did,  and  the 


7.  The  apostles  were  more  simple  in  their  man-  vvorld  bowed  before  the  truth.  Read  the  brief 
ner  of  exhibiting  the  truth,  than  most  preachers  of  record  o(  their  doings,  and  you  will  find,  that 


the  present  day. 

Their  first  object  in  preacJiing  was  to  give  a 
clear  exhibition  of  their  message.  Mere  specu¬ 
lations  found  no  place  in  their  sermons.  And 
they  not  only  presented  tlie  triitli,  hut  they  se¬ 
lected  such  truth  as  was  adapted  lo  the  slate  and 
circumstances  ol'  those  whom  they  addressed. 
The  next  object  was  lo  exhibit  this  truth  in  the 
most  simple  and  intelligible  manner.  In  their 
hands,  the  gospel  was  always-left  to  recommend 
itself  by  its  own  intrinsic  value,  and  never  bor¬ 
rowed  an  influence  from  the  mere  drapery  in 
which  it  was  clothed.  Their  figures  and  illus¬ 
trations  were  drawn  from  sources  with  which 
their  hearers  were  familinr;  and  were  so  simple 
in  their  structure,  that  ordinary  as  well  as  eleva¬ 
ted  minils — the  illiterate  as  well  as  Ihe  learned, 
could  comprehend  Iheir  full  force.  In  all  their 
public  discourses,  and  in  all  their  written  produc¬ 
tions,  as  far  as  the  record  has  come  down  to  us, 
we  detect  no  labored  refinements  of  style— ‘no 
hankerings  after  literary  fame — no  aspirings  lo 
•be  ranked  among  great  men — no  attempts  to 
excite  admiration,  or  dazzle  the  world  by 
their  eloquence.  It  would  have  been  honor¬ 
able  to  the  gospel,  and  happy  for  our  lo.st  world, 
if  this  simplicity  had  become  hereditary  among 
Ihe  ministers  of  the  cross;  if  the  unadorned  man¬ 
tles  of  these  New  Testament  Elijahs  had  falieii 
iifion  all  succeeding  Elishas,  The  refinements 
of  literature,  and  the  mere  pomp  and  parade  of 
language,  have  soiiietimes  been  an  immense 
drawback  upon  the  moral  power  of  the  gospel. 
The  arguments  in  favor  of  simplicity  of  style  and 
manner,  in  preaching  the  gospel,  are  decisive. 
The  truth  of  God  is  too  majestic  lo  be  covered 
lip  with  the  little  trappings  of  mere  human  or¬ 
naments — and  no  man  can  devote  much  atten¬ 
tion  to  such  things,  without  losing  sight  of  the 
grand  object  ofpreacliiiig— the  salvation  of  souls. 

There  are  two  practical  thoughts  on  this  sub¬ 
ject,  upon  which  every  minister  of  the  gospel 
would  do  well  to  reflect.  A  labored  style  and 
manner,  in  the  pulpit,  require  so  much  effort  in 
order  to  he  understood  by  the  hearers,  that  the 
truth,  by  this  circumstance,  is  divested  of  a  por¬ 
tion  of  its  influence.  Great  mental  exertion,  fiir 
Ihe  mere  purpose  of  comprehension,  must,  on  the 
first  principles  of  inlellecliial  philosophy,  always 
exclude  deep  conviction,  and  repress  strong  feel¬ 
ing.  The  mind  is  too  much  employed  to  reflect 
upon  its  own  personal  guilt,  or  to  he  alarmed  by 
Ihe  a|>prelieiisii)n.si>f  personal  danger.  Theolher 
thought  is  this — when  style  and  manner  are  made 
leading  objects  in  preaching  the  gospel,  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  hearer  is  always  fixed  on  some¬ 
thing  short  of  the  grand  purpose  whicli  ought 
lo  be  accomplished  hyihe  exhibition  ol  the  truth. 
The  eye  ol  the  hearer,  will  follow  the  heart  of 
the  preacher.  Admiration  may  he  excited,  but 
the  conscience  is  iiiitonched,  and  the  power  of 
sin  is  unbroken.  The  delighted  audience  praise 
the  speaker,  but  never  condemn  themselves.  The 
slink  is  indeed  a  polished  one,  but  ii  does  no  ex¬ 
ecution.  Many  applaud  the  archer,  while  no 
groans  of  the  wminiled  liill  upon  the  ear.  If  a 
minister  of  God  would  turn  away  the  heart  from 
all  that  is  liiiman — if  he  would  open  the  eye  of 
his  dying  congregation  on  hell  and  heaven — if 
he  would  hind  the  truth  upon  the  conscience,  hy 
a  chain  stronger  than  dentil,  and  lead  tlie  trem¬ 
bling  soul  to  inquire,  “What  must  I  do  lo  he  sa¬ 
ved.^” — he  must  preach  the  gospel  in  great  sim¬ 
plicity. 

8. '  The  early  preachers  ivere  remarkable  for 
their  appeals  to  the  heart  and  conscience  ;  and  to 
this  mode  of  addressing  men,  they  were  indebted 
in  no  small  degree  for  their  success. 

Whenever  they  stated  tacts,  it  was  with  a  view 
to  their  practical  application ;  whenever  they 
reaspned.  it  was  for  tlie  purpose  of  fixing,  through 
the  understanding,  a  stronger  grasp  upon  the 
moral  powers  and  sensibilities  of  the  heart.  In 
preaching  the  gospel  they  had  nothing  to  do  with 
mere  aksTractions.  Their  very  dociriiies  were 
divested  of  the  forms  of  speculation,  and  were 
experimentally  and  practically  , stated  and  enfor¬ 
ced.  Even  truth  itself  was  deemed  valuable  on- 
ly  ssitsfiKid  connected  with  lliecharac.terof  God 
and  his  creatures,  anj  as  its  exhibition  and  de¬ 
fence  might  promote  the  glory  of  the  former,  and 
the  happiness  of  the  latter.  Hence  they  preach¬ 
ed  to  men,  and  not  about  llieni ;  and  whatever 
truth  they  wielded,  their  object  was  to  make  a 
deep  and  saving  impression  upon  their  hearers. 
In  addressing  the  impenitent,  their  purpose  was 
to  make  them  dissatisfied  with  their  existing  cha¬ 
racter  and  situation ;  to  alarm  them  by  holding 
up  before  their  eyes  a  picture  of  their  own  hearts; 
bv  exhibiting  tlie  claims  of  the  divine  law;  by 
throwing  around  them  the  scenes  of  the  judg¬ 
ment  bar;  by  point'uig  to  heaven,  whose  inherit¬ 
ance  may  be  lost ;  and  to  hell,  whose  worm  shall 
never  die,  and  whose  Gres  shall  never  be  quench¬ 
ed.  They  appealed  to  the  hopes  and  tears  of 
man;  the.y  derived  arguments  from  life  and  death; 
they  climbed  to  the  summit  of  Sinai,  and  pluck- 


ihe,v  carried  every  thing  to  God  in  prayer.  And 
their  hearts  were  in  it.  Thev  had  “  the  spirit  of 
grace  and  supplications.”  The  same  mav  be 
said  of  the  church.  The  whole  household  of 
faiili  were  on  their  feces  before  the  mercy  seat. 
It  was  einplialically  a  day  of  intercessions  with 
God.  Read  the  history  of  the  church  for  a  lew 
days  previous  to  the  memorable  Pentecost.  Re¬ 
view  the  scenes  of  that  blessed  morning.  Look 
into  the  prayer  meeting  which  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Mary,  when  Peter  was  in  prison,  and 
the  prevailing  power  of  which  caused  the  chains 
to  fall  from  his  hands,  and  “the  iron  gale”  to 
open  beliire  him.  Listen  to  the  .siipplicalion.s 
that  w^nt  up  from  the  dungeon  in  Philippi.  Pri¬ 
son  dimrs  and  the  stocks  confined  the  body,  but 
the  passage  to  heaven  was  wide  open,  and  pray¬ 
er  could  not  be  fettered.  But  examples  wuiilil 
be  endless.  Let  any  one  read  with  attention  the 
history  of  the  apostolic  age,  and  he  will  rise  up 
from  the  perusal,  deepl,v  impre8.sed  with  this  con¬ 
sideration,  that  the  spirit  of  prayer  in  the  minis¬ 
try  and  in  the  church,  was  one  of  the  powerful 
elements  of  the  early  triumphs  of  Christian 
truth.  And  when  this  spirit  returns  in  full  power 
to  the  earth,  these  scenes  will  be  repeated. 

10.  There  teas  more  union  of  feeling  and  effort, 
in  the  first  ages  of  Christianity,  than  at  present ; 
and  hence  another  reaspn  for  the  peculiar  blessing 
tchich  attended  the  ministry. 

One  ol'  the  greatest  hindrances  lo  the  full  ef¬ 
fect  of  ilie  gospel,  in  our  day,  is  the  spirit  of  sec¬ 
tarianism.  Indeed,  this  remark  may  apply  lo 
every  age  except  that  of  the  apostles.  It  is  true, 
that  the  same  spirit,  in  its  most  fearful  exhibi¬ 
tions,  was  then  in  the  world ;  but  it  was  not 
permitted  to  enter  the  enclosures  of  the  Christian 
church.  The  case  at  the  present  day,  is  far  dil- 
ferent.  The  church  is  cut  up  into  a  multitude  of 
separate  communions;  and  such  is  the  spirit 
whicli  is  too  often  cherished  and  expressed  to¬ 
ward  each  other,  that  the  most  unhappy  con¬ 
sequences  fiillinv.  The  professed  disciples  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ,  iiisiead  of  uniting  against  the  com¬ 
mon  enemy,  expend  their  energies  in  contending 
with  one  another;  and  thus  infidels  are  emlHild- 
eiied,  and  the  impenitent  of  every  de.scriptioii 
are  hardened  in  sin.  The  same  may  he  said  of 
alienations  and  party  contests,  which  not  unl're- 
qneiitly  exist  in  churches  of  the  same  denomina- 
lion.  Whatever  heated  feeling,  or  even  honest 
liearted  '/.eal  may  suggest,  these  things  are  doing 
immense  mischief  in  the  wni  ld  ;  and  ought  to  he 
ranked  among  the  fundamental  reasons  why  the 
gospel  is  at  this  moment,  so  lardy  in  its  progress. 
The  church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  marred  by  her  own 
hands — she  bleeds  under  self  inflicted  wounds; 
and  now,  iiislead  of  presenting  to  the  eyes  of  the 
admiring  vvorld,  that  beaiitifiil  and  vigorous  bo¬ 
dy,  which  was  seen  in  the  days  of  the  apostles, 
it  resembles  a  subject  under  the  dissector’s  knife; 
the  meinhers  which  were  once  in  union,  ilissevtT- 
ed,  and  limb  di.sjointed  from  its  kindred  limb. 

It  is  true,  that  occasional  alienations  entered 
the  primitive  church.  Paul  and  Barnabas  had  a 
“contention,”  which  “was  so  sharp  Ivetwecn 
them,  that  they  departed  asunder  one  from  the 
oihe'.';”  blit  they  entered  different  fields  of  labor, 
and  went  on  with  tlieir  work.  Other  ministers 
seem  not  to  have  embarked  in  the  co.'.iest;  and 
separate  denominations  in  the  chiircli  was  not 
the  result.  On  another  occasion,  Paul  “  witli- 
slood”  Peter  “  to  t|ie  face,  because  he  was  to  be 
blamed  ;”  but  here  ll.e  matter  was  dropped  ; — 
and  they  both  continued  memlvers  and  ministers, 
in  good  standing,  in  the  same  church,  and  lollow- 
ed  up  their  untiring  effiirt.s  Ui  convert  the  world. 
They  felt  the  practical  liirce  ol'  the  injunction  of 
Jesus  Christ ;  “  A  new  comniandnient  I  give  unto 
yon,  that  yc  love  one  another.”  They  expe¬ 
rienced  in  their  ministrations,  the  inilli  of  the 
motive  hy  which  this  command  is  enfiirced — 
“  By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  dis¬ 
ciples,  il  ye  have  love  one  lo  another.”  And 
thiKse  wlio  act  on  Ihe  same  principle,  will  witness 
the  same  results.  No  earthly  power  could  stand 
before  the  energies  of  a  united  church.  And 
tlinsc  who  cannot  consent  to  obey  the  command 
and  exemplify  the  Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  this 
respect,  are  not  the  men  whom  God  will  greatly 
honor  in  giving  enlargement  and  strength  to  his 
kingdom.  Let  minisiers  slay  their  animosities, 
and  bury  them  at  once,  and  then  combine  all 
their  living  powers  to  save  the  world,  and  there 
is riot  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  on  rny  mind,  that 
more  might  he  achieved  in  ten  years,  in  this 
work,  than  has  been  accomplished  during  the  last 
century.  If  any  doubt  it,  let  them  try  it. 

1  ] .  The  apostles  in  their  preaching,  aimed  at 
immediate  success. 

They  knew,  as  I  have  before  stated,  that  the 
bles.sing  must  come  from  God.  They  acted  un¬ 
der  the  full  conviction  tiai,  that  God  had  select 
ed  rational  means,  for  the  accomplishment  of  ap¬ 
pointed  ^nds.  With  these  impressions  they  be¬ 
gan,  and  prosecuted  their  work.  They  set  them- 


ohjects ;  that  is,  they  applied  appropriate  means 
— the  means  of  Gi>d’s  appointment,  to  awaken, 
cxinvert,  and  save  men.  And  in  this  underta¬ 
king  they  expected  to  succeed — not  hocau.se  they 
Ivelieved  there  was  an  inherent  power  in  Ihe 
means,  nor  even  in  revealed  tnilli  itself,  to  save 
the  .soul,  hut  because  God  liail  promised  his  bless¬ 
ing.  This  assurance,  that  their  labor  would  not 
he  in  vain,  was  intimately  connected  with  tlieac- 
comfilishment  of  their  end.  This  leaning  upon 
heaven,  tioiiored  God,  and  at  the  same  time  urged 
them  forward  in  their  work.  They  were  precise¬ 
ly  in  Hint  state  of  mind,  most  favorable  lor  spi¬ 
ritual  action.  They  were  so  deeply  impressed 
wilh  the  considsratiori,  that  tliey  could  effect  no¬ 
thing  without  Ihe  Spirit  ol'  God,  tliat  their  eye 
and  heart  were  always  fixed  on  heaven;  and 
they  were  so  confident  that  God  would  grant  this 
iiitliiciice,  that  they  hardly  commenced  an  enler¬ 
prize,  but  they  saw  it  already  accomplished.  In 
every  undertaking,  vvhelher  .secular  or  spiritual, 
an  expectation  of  success,  is  one  of  the  necessary 
eleriierits  ot  successful  action. 

The  apostles  too,  in  preaching  the  gospel, 
aimed  at  making  an  iiitpressiini  at  once;  their 
ol.jeci  was  to  bring  men  to  an  immediate  deci¬ 
sion.  In  this  respect  they  acted  as  men  o(  good 
sense  act  in  other  tilings.  They  wished  fiir  a  de¬ 
cision  when  the  subject  was  fully  bcfiirc  the  mind, 
and  its  impression  fresh  upon  Ihe  heart.  They 
never  sent  men  home  to  think  of  a  sermon ;  they 
urged  repentance  for  sin,  and  siihmission  to  the 
terms  ol. salvation,  as  for  the  last  time;  they 
closed  up  the  concern,  under  every  discourse,  as 
fiir  the  judgment  seal !  And  in  this  course,  they 
were  directed  by  the  clearest  principles  of  com¬ 
mon  sense,  as  well  as  the  bihie.  The  Advocate 
insists  on  a  decision  when  the  case  is  lairly  be¬ 
fore  the  court  or  the  jury;  the  parliamentary 
speaker,  when  the  discussion  has  fully  closed. — 
And  the  rea.son  is  obvious;  the  subject  is  then 
before  the  mind.  If  it  is  a  matter  which  re¬ 
spects  duty  or  feeling,  the  heart  and  conscience 
are  then  most  susceptible.  If  il  should  be  urged 
that  the  cases  are  not  parallel,  because  the  effi¬ 
cacy  of'the  gospel  depends  upon  the  divine  bles.s- 
ing — I  reply,  that  while  the  fact  of  dependence 
on  God  is  not  denied,  no  such  use  of  this  fact  is 
jnsiified  by  the  hible.  And  the  reason  is  proba¬ 
bly  tliis :  the  blessing  of  God  goes  along  with  the 
truth,  and  with  its  rational  applications,  and  not 
in  some  other  way,  mysterious  in  its  nature,  and 
nnassocialed  with  the  instriimenl.  Althoiigli  the 
Iriilh,  by  its  own  inherent  powers,  or  by  the  ap¬ 
peals  of  moral  suasion,  will  never  convert  one 
sinner,  yet  as  fiir  as  il  can  reach,  it  has  this  ten¬ 
dency ;  and  it  is  to  be  urged  in  the  same  man¬ 
ner,  .so  (ar  as  man  is  concerned,  as  if  the  truth 
itself  could  effect  the  object  proposed.  In  other 
words,  the  Spirit  of  God  goes  along  wilh  the 
Irnlli,  and  follows  up  its  natural  and  legitimate 
tendency,  in  tlie  conversion  of  sinkers;  that  is, 
the  spirit  acts  in  conjunction  with  the  word,  and 
not  in  opposition  lo  its  nature,  in  saving  souls. 

If  this  b»  true  there  can  be  noihing  hazardous  in  press¬ 
ing  men  lo  an  imniedi.ate  derision  respecting  their  eternal 
interests;  nothing  Uiat  implies  giving  up  the  doctrine  of 
the  Spirit’s  influence  in  conversion,  or  the  doctrines  of  di¬ 
vine  sovereignty  and  election.  So  thought  Peter  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost.  So  thought  Paul  in  the  prison  at  Phi¬ 
lippi.  And  so  thought  and  preached,  all  Ihe  apostles.  In 
their  preaching,  w»  never  discover  any  thing  of  that  hover¬ 
ing  round  the  point — nothing  of  that  cautious,  qualified 
statement  of  the  uncompromising  claims  of  God  upon  the 
conscience — nothing  of  those  speculating  doctrinal  draw¬ 
backs  upon  the  sinner’s  obligations  to  drop  his  weapons 
and  submit  to  God  at  once — nothing  of  that  virtual  an¬ 
nouncement  from  the  pulpit,  that  it  is  not  .expected  men 
will  obey  God  and  do  their  duty,  which,  if  I  mistake  not, 
are  so  abundant  in  modern  sermons ;  and  which  must 
greatly  weaken  the  power  of  gospel  appeals. 

Tiro  or  three  practical  remarks,  will  elute  this  dis¬ 
course.  1.  This  subject  teaches  us  the  doctrine  of  minis¬ 
terial  RESPONSIBILITY. 

If  the  peculiar  usefulness  of  the  first  advocates  of 
Christianity,  over  those  of  other  ages,  is  not  to  be  referred 
lo  any  thing  more  favorable  in  their  field  of  labor,  nor  to 
the  gift  of  inspiration,  nor  to  the  power  of  working  mira- 
eles,  nor  lo  the  mere  acts  of  divine  aovereignty,  discon¬ 
nected  with  moral  causes— then,  my  brethren,  we  may 
well  sigh  and  weep  over  the  limited  amount  of  good  which 
is  secured  bv  our  ministrations.  Ifit  is  true,  that  the  suc¬ 
cess  even  of  the  apostles,  depended  wholly,  or  even  prin- 
tipally,  on  spiritual  causes,— en  the  singleness  of  purppse 
with  which  they  pursued  their  object — their  persevering 
and  Mif-denying  labors — the  simple  and  naked  manner 
in  which  they  presented  the  truth  of  heaven — their  honest 
and  fearless  appeals  lo  the  conscience— their  broken¬ 
hearted  dependence  upon  God — the  union  of  alfectidn  and 
effort  which  pervaded  the  ministry  and  the  church— and 
the  enforcement  of  the  claims  of  God  upon  the  sinner, 
requiring  submission  without  compromise  and  without  de¬ 
lay — then,  it  becomes  us,  my  brethren,  lo  inquire  how  'ar 
ant  of  the  same  fruits  under  our  ministry,  may  be 


selves  about  it,  as  other  men,  to  accomplish  their '  com*  qsuekiyri  ^  Amen 


owing  to  Ihe  want  of  those  spiritual  qualifications,  if  the 
difficulty  lies  here,  then,  wo  have  no  excuse.  Enjoying  as 
we  do,  peculiar  facilities  for  accomplishing  much  for  Ihe 
kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  living,  a.s  I  trust  wc  do,  upon 
the  borders  of  a  far  brighter  era,  no  doubt  a  most  tearful 
(csponsibility  rests  upon  us  !  It  ought  to  bo  the  first  ob¬ 
ject  with  every  minister  who  intends  to  lean  his  dying 
head  upon  the  Savior’s  bosom,  and  face  the  judgment 
scat  without  paleness  and  trenihling,  *0  ascertain  what 
are  the  obstacles  that  lie  in  the  way  of  his  doing  a  great 
work  for  Jesus  Christ  and  ihe  good  of  souls.  Surely, 
my  brethren,  if  we  survey  for  one  moment,  the  elevated 
po.st  of  responsibility  which  we  now  occupy,  we  shall  lift  our 
eyes  to  heaven  and  cry,  “  who  is  sufficient  for  these  things 

2.  This  .subject  enforces  upon  us  ministerial  duty. 

If  the  views  presented  in  this  discourse  are  correct, 

then  the  ministers  of  Jesus  Christ  ought  to  adopt  and  pur¬ 
sue  that  course  which  will  best  promote  the  powerful  ap¬ 
plications,  and  the  final  triumph  of  Ihe  gospel.  It  is  their 
duty  to  aim  at  great  usefulness  in  preaching.  Two  things 
ought  fully  to  impress  Ihe  heart.  One  is,  that  we  are 
solemnly  bound  to  avoid  that  course  which  must,  on  every 
principle  of  rational  caicniaiion,  impede  the  progress  of 
gospel  truth ;  and  the  other,  lo  adopt  that  which  will 
make  the  deepest  and  the  best  impression  on  a  lost  world. 
If  these  two  points  were  constantly  before  the  eyes  of 
ministers,  a  new  impulse  would  be  given  to  the  gospel, 
and  the  milieniiim  would  fly  upon  rapid  wings  tomi^l  ns. 
If  ths  pressure  of  duty  and  of  souls  were  to  rest  upon  ns 
now,  as  they  will  rest  upon  us  at  the  judgment  bar,  how 
cheerfully  would  we  sacrifice  a  multiplicity  of  minor  ob¬ 
jects  for  the  one  sole  purpose  of  presenting  the  bleedjng 
Savior  lo  dying  men  ;  how  soon  should  we  dismiss  our 
indolence,  and  brace  up  every  nerve  and  stimulate  every 
muscle  lo  labor  for  God ;  how  little  should  we  amuse 
ourselves  or  others  wilh  mere  pulpit  spcciil.ations  ;  how 
anxious  should  we  be  to  find,  for  this  simple  truth  of  the 
Bib.e,  sn  avenue  to  the  conscience  and  the  heart ;  how 
should  we  lean  upon  God  for  a  blessing;  what  a  death 
blow  would  he  given  to  ministerial  animosities ;  wilh 
what  tenderness  inspired  of  heaven  should  wc  strengthen 
each  others  hands  and  encourage  each  others  hearts;  .and 
with  what  powers  of  truth  and  entreaty,  could  wo  then 
come  down  upon  our  immortal  hearers  whom  we  shall 
soon  meet  amidst  the  dread  scenes  of  another  world ! 
While  I  tenderly  present  these  thoughts  to  my  brethren,  I 
would  impose  upon  niy  own  soul,  a  double  injunction  ta  be 
failhfiil. 

3.  This  subjeet  furnishes  motives  Io  minister!  A  L  action. 

We  have  seen  that  a  certain  course,  in  ths  ministry,  is 

necessary  to  success.  It  was  so  in  the  days  of  the 

apostles  ;  it  is  so  at  the  present  day.  God  has  blessed _ 

and  he  will  continue  to  bless — a  certain  course  of  mural 
and  spiritual  action.  Here  then  is  a  motive  which  ought 
lo  enlist  our  last  power  in  the  service  of  Christ  and  of 
souls.  This  subject  comes  home  lo  us  both  by  a  negative 
and  a  positive  appe.il.  Would  we  stand  hefiire' God,  in  the 
great  burning  day,  and  lift  up  our  hands  in  eternity’s 
blazing  light,  iinslaincd  with  the  blood  of  murdered  souls, 
we  must  resolve  to  do  our  duly !  If  we  would  mark  our 
foot-steps  with  usefulness,  through  Ihe  world,  as  did  the 
first  preachers  of  the  gospel,  and  give  a  grateful  church 
occasion  to  write  an  afleclioimte  epitaph  upon  our  tomb¬ 
stones — w«  must  begin  anew  the  great  hiisiness  of  being 
co-workers  with  G<«1  in  the  kingdom  of  his  Son.  If  we 
intend  lo  obey  God,  and  come  up  to  the  expectations  of  the 
ehurch,  and  disappoint  the  wishes  of  wicked  men  and  bas¬ 
er  spirts,  we  shidi  couimciice  the  work  anew  of  becoming 
emphatically  the  minisiers  of  the  New  Testament.  If  we 
would  hereafter  be  planted  as  stars  in  the  firmament  of 
the  thirJ  heaven,  and  shine,  in  holiness,  amidst  the  living 
sapphire  that  forms  the  canopy  above  the  brightness  of 
the  tliroae — we  must  be  baptized  afresh  with  the  spirit  of 
our  Master,  and  begin  to  work  as  men  who  believe  in  the 
promise  and  the  threatening ;  in  G'xl,  and  heaven,  and 
hell !  It  is  a  part  of  the  divine  record,  that  “  they  that  bs 
wise,"  Dan.  xii.  5.  > 

And  is‘ another  motive  necessary?  I  feel  that  motive 
as  it  comes  up  in  the  voice  wliich  issues  from  the  grave 
yards  whyre  many  of  oiir  brethren  sleep  who  were  in  iho 
field  of  lakor,  at  the  meeting  of  the  last  General  Assembly  • 
Death  ha4  gone  on  in  the  work  of  desolation  in  our  ranks, 
during  the  last  year.  He  has  numbered  wilh  his  sleeping 
victims  sokie  of  the  most  venerable  and  beloved  ministers 
of  oiir  chinch.  These  piovidences  admonish  us  of  our 
duty,  and  Slight  lo  quicken  us  in  its  performance.  While 
the  voiee  llom  heaven  proclaims,  “  Blessed  are  the  dead 
which  die  ki  the  Lord  from  henceforth.  Yea,  sailh  the 
Spirit  that  they  may  rest  from  their  labors  ;  and  their 
works  do  fallow  them’’ — the  voice  from  the  coffin  and  the 
tomb  is  crying  in  our  ears,  “  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth 
to  do,  do  it  iviih  thy  might ;  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  de¬ 
vice,  nor  knowledge,  nor  wisdom,  in  the  grave  whither  thou 
gnest.’’  Mky  these  united  appeals  of  death  and  heaven, 
reach  every  minister’s  heart,  and  every  Christian’s  heart, 
and  every  ini|>eniteiit  sinner’s  heart,  in  this  congregation — 
that  when  these  heads  of  ours  shall  press  uimn  their  last 
pillows,  we  may  look  up  and  say,  “  Come,  Lord  Jesus, 


